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THEY CALL IT
"THE WAR",

THE 4 CONTINENTS
OF THE DRAGON —
MAESTRALE IN THE
NORTH, LEVANTE IN
THE EAST,PONENTE
IN THE WEST, AND
OSTRO IN THE
SOUTH — HAVE BEEN
AT WAR FOR MORE
THAN FOUR CENTURIES.

THE IMMORTAL
KING OF
MEGALOS WILL
NEVER STOP
UNTIL EVERYTHING
IN THIS WORLD
IS UNDER
HIS CONTROL.,

NOTHING
MORE THAN
PRIMITIVE

TRIBES AT
THAT TIME... |

THE GIANT
WOLVES
OF CLAN
SAlzU

THE GREAT
OOKAMI, THE
WHITE WOLF,
UNITED ALL
THE WOLVES
WHO FOUGHT
AGAINST THIS

TYRANNY,

THE WHITE
WOLVES
OF CLAN
SHIRO

NO EPITHETS
ORrR OTHER
NAMES, JUST
THE WAR.
BECAUSE
EVERYONE
IS INVOLVED.

MEGALOS
SUBDUED ALL THE
OTHER CONTINENTS,
ALL gUT LEVANTE,

HIS REIGN IS SO RICH
AND POWERFLUIL THAT
NOBODY EVEN TRIED
TO FIGHT HIM, NONE
8UT THE WOLVES OF
THE 5 CLANS WHO
LIVED IN THE MORI
FOREST, AT THE
WESTERN BORDER OF
OUR CONTINENT,

BECAUSE THE
GOLDEN KING
WANTED TO
ENSLAVE ALL
THE PRIMITIVE
RACES AND
TAKE THEIR
LANDS.

AND THE
GREY WOLVES
OF CLAN
CHIKARA

THE DARK
WOLVES
OF CLAN
KURO




ALL UNITED TO FIGHT
THE GOLDEN LEGIONS
OF MEGALOS. THE
GREAT OOKAMI
SACRIFICED HIMSELF
TO PROTECT THE
FREEDOM OF HIS
PEOPLE, WHO NEVER

FORGOT HIM, AND
NEVER STOPPED
FIGHTING,

AFTER MORE THAN
4 CENTURIES, THE
GOLDEN KING
ADAMANTIOS DID
NOT &IVE UP HIS
DREAM OF A WORLD
LINDER HIS CONTROL..,

RED AND WHITE,
VERSUS BLACK
AND &0OLD,

ALL THE KINGDOMS OF
THE FREE CONTINENT
SUPPORT THE S CLANS
SINCE THE DEATH
OF OOKAMI,

AFTER MORE THAN 4
CENTURIES, HE STILL

LIVES! ALL THE PEOPLE
OF MEGALOS WORSHIP
AND FEAR ADAMANTIOS!
SINCE HE 1S5 MORE THAN
A COMMON MORTAL:

THE 5 CLANS HAVE ALWAYS 8EEN RULED 8Y THE
SAGES, ONE FOR EVERY CLAN. THIS SOCIETY OF
WARRIORS PROTECTED THE FREE CONTINENT FROM

TYRANNY FOR CENTURIES AND WILL NEVER STOP
UNTIL THE GOLDEN KING'S DEATH, AND MEGALOS’
RENOUNCING OF CONQUERING THE FREE LANDS.,

5 .
A R\ \ A WOLF'S NATION itan h...'u‘ e
A IS THE S CLANS. Nt
sl at] HIS FAMILY, IS HIS e AR

byt EVERY PLIP HAS

TROOP AND HIS .
TO TAKE A SPECIAL &

COMRADES, AT

A i,l THE AGE OF 4, POTION THAT
%‘? THE WOLF GETS MAKES HIM
CHOSEN 8Y A STRONGER, 8UT
- % SENSEI WITH 20 ALSO KILLS THE

OTHER PUPS.., WEAKEST WOLVES,

- THE ONES WHO
q SURVIVE BECOME
RECRUITS.

P

FROM THE AGE OF 4 TO THE
AGE OF 20, EVERY WOLF IS
TRAINED 8Y THE SENSEI OF HIS
TROOP, 10 HOURS A DAY , [
300 DAYS A YEAR! ... FASTER, |4
: STRONGER, AND MORE
SKILLED AND POWERFLIL THAN
ANY OTHER WARRIOR IN THIS
WORLD! WOLVES OF THE 5
CLANS ARE THE PERFECT
KILLING MACHINES.
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W | BETWEEN ALL THE
1 PeeECRUITS IN

I CAN'T REMEMBER

MY FIRST YEARS..
I'VE ALWAYS REEN
IN TROOP 111, LEAD
BY SENSE! HIKARI

... | THAT TROOP, T'VE
1 ALWAYS BEEN THE
MOST PROMISING
ONE, 50T
BECAME SENSEI'S

PUPIL.,

g BT

I REMEMBER THE
RECRUITS VALUED
AS UNSUITABLE
DURING THOSE
YEARS, TOO WEAK
TO CONTINLE THE

..I REMEMBER THE
RESPECT AND
ESTEEM THAT THE
1 OTHER RECRUITS

— HAD FOR ME,

TRAINING. NOT
STRONE ENOLIGH y; ESPECIALLY SHURUL,
: THE PLUMP,
TO BECOME g
’ ‘ _ < STUTTERING &UY
SOLDIERS! THEY'LL J
BE PEMEMRERED \ g WHO ALWAYS
CALLED ME "SENPAI"
Py, V"~
AND T REMEMBER
THE 6UY WHO © emEnaED

ALWAYS gULLIED
HIM AND WANTED
TO BE MY RIVAL;
KEN! THE BIGGEST
AND STRONGEST

ALL THE TESTS
WE PASSED,
ALL THE PAIN AND
EFFORT... ALL THE
SACRIFICES, THE

IN THE TROOP. SWEAT, TEARS
AND 8LOOD..,

ALL TO MAKE

US THE BEST

WARRIORS IN )

THIS WORLD. ALL TO MAKE US

] 8TRONE ENOUEH
4 TO FIGHT THE
GOLDEN LEGIONS
AND PROTECT THE
PEOPLE OF LEVANTE
FROM TYRANNY!

MY NAME 1S AKIO,
A WOLF FROM
CLAN SAIZU, AND

THIS IS MY STORY ...




SEE, THIS 1S HOW
YOU SHOULD'VE
STARTED

THIS B800OK.

T HAVE A LOT MORE
STUFF TO FIX IN IT.,.,

T THINK T'LL READ IT
AGAIN, SO I CAN ADD/
CHANGE OR REMOVE

| LIKE ALL THE
ILLUSTRATIONS
YOU PUT IN IT.

=

5-50... couLo : g Cz)gg;ﬂ,

ABOUT THE you... i
PART WITH CHANGE MELN... vciL[xKxévoz

SOMETHING?

KEN AND I... THED
HERE! AS T
SAID, T'LL

THANKS, SHURUIL

A

THANKS FOR LETTING
ME BE ONE OF THE
CHARACTERS, AKIO!

IT'S... ME, YOU, KEN,
SAWADA AND TSUYO,
KIBA, HISASHI AND
HEIGAN... RIGHT?

IN OuR TROOP?
YEAH, | COULDN'T
PUT ALL THE
RECRUITS OF THE
M/ TOO MANY
CHARACTERS,
YA KNOW?P

MENTIONED
THAT...

7

I NEED TO FIND A WAY TO PUT ALL
THE CHARACTERS TOGETHER, AND
SHOW HOW THEY INTERACT.

I DON'T LIKE THE LIST T MADE
BEFORE... T HAVE TO SHOW WHO THEY
ARE, NOT JUST DESCRIBE THEM,

MAYRE... A SITUATION WHERE
WE WERE ALL TOGETHER! HM...

OOKAMI! NO!
..DEPRESSING.:

ALSO, THAT

WAS NOT A
600D
EXPERIENCE
FOR ANYONE.

RIGHT.

Ko, @ FY
SN ) \w

OH/ THAT DAY KIBA
FOLND THAT WATERFALL.
5 YEARS AGO.
REMEMBER? WE WERE
ALL TOGETHER.

NO, SAWADA AND... OH, YOU'RE
RIGHT, WE WERE ALL TOGETHER. ME,
YOU, HEIGAN, KEN, TSUYO AND
SAWADA... AND HISASHI TOO.
YOU'RE RIGHT! THANKS,

SHURUL HAH! IT'S
PERFECT.

DAY FOR
EVERYONE!
YEAH... I'LL
WRITE ABOUT
THAT.

IT WAS A 600D

YOU'RE ’
WELCOME. Rl
HEH!
TONIGHT.
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6OLDEN SOLDIERS
ATTACK FROM EVERY
DIRECTION, KEEP
60ING, RECRUITS!

WOLVES DON'T
NEED TO REST, YOU
CAN FIGHT FOR DAYS!
KEEP GOING!

7

DON'T LET THEM

SURROLUND YOU,
AKIO. KEEP

MOVING!




YOU'LL HAVE TO
KEEP TRAINING HARD
IF YOU WANNA STAY
AT AKIO'S LEVEL!

A PIROUETTE! YOU COULDON'T
SEE WHERE MY ATTACK WAS
COMING FROM, HLIH?

T-THAT'S \
A STUPID
MOVE!
WHAT IF... '
A\
8uT
IT WOKED!
HEH, DEAL WITH
K. IT, NEWCOMER!

V. 74
<

SHUSH, KIBA... WE'RE
NOT RIVALS,

ABGH/ FUCK..,

ULHF... MY

5-5-5...
SORRY, HEIGAN!

C-CAN I SEE?

UHM... IT'S NOT
BROKEN, M-MAYRBE IF
YOU p-D...

DOESN'T
MATTER...

KEEP

FIGHTING,

AKIO? CAN WE
CONTINUE?




-

.
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TAKING MY
b -
Z%’T' WITH IT... -~
v
v
T DECIDED TO ,
8E A VANGLARD. o

q TIMES EVERY
™ MONTH, ME AND
MANY RECRUITS

FROM OTHER T 7
TROOPS MET s
IN A NEW A
TRAINING CAMP. -

THE NUMBER OF
RECRUITS OF MY

KEN WAS TR~ AGE WHO WANTED
WITH ME... TO 8E VANGLIARDS
TOTALLED AT

ALMOST 200.
THE LASTTIME I
SAW SO MANY
PEOPLE WAS WHEN
I RECEIVED MY
KATANA, MONTHS
BEFORE.




WHO DO WE HAVE

A VANGUARD,
HERE? AKIO.

HUH?

NO? THEN YOU

PROBABLY YA KNOW, | LOVE THIS
WHY NOT A SAPPER, FOREOT KATANA! | WANTED TO
OR A MEDIC? T WHAT HAPPENED  THANK YOU FOQ LETTING
DUNNO... SOMETHING LAST TIME ME TAKE IT SO EASILY.

THAT DOESN'T REQUIRE
PHYSICAL STRENGTH?

EHEHE/

50 00D
TO SEE YOU
AGAIN... ... AH LI
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
TRYING TO PO, 8uT
IT'S NOT WORKING.

| WILL NOT START A FIGHT
WITH YOU, REIJI/ I'M NOT

SURE HE CARES ABOUT HEH... HEY

BUT KEN HERE, I'M NOT ]

INTERESTED IN STOOPING [ THERE, =
TO YOUR LEVEL. TE@B@ES bﬁvﬁﬁoﬁf NS gl !-;‘/"
: : euy..

RECRUITS/
LINE up//

LAZY
WUSSES/

I SAID LINE LUP!/
YOUI DON'T EVEN
KNOw HOwW TO



WHAT IS THIS?
I SAID LINE UP!t!
IN OPDER/

LISTEN
) CARPEFLLLY/

THERE YA &0,
ABOLT FLCKING
TIME/!!

; \
YOU'LL 8E AT THE YOU WILL LEARPN EVERYTHING

I'M SENSET
rogngpA!To F gﬁi‘;‘?’}’; %gg" ¥ HERE! HOW TO ASSEMBLE IN
WELCOME THAT THE EOLDEN &  SOLID, STRONE FORMATIONS, HOW
MY TRAINING Pl e TO BREAK ENEMY DEFENSES, HOW
CLASS! TO MOVE ON THE BATTLEFIELD...

"THE WAVE OF DEATH"

I WAS A CAPTAIN e
OF A SECTOR

AND I LED MANY
SOLDIERS BACK
IN THE DAY ON THE

BATTLEFRONT.

K.

NOW MY DUTY IS

TEACHINeG YOL HOW ®

TO BE PEAL
VANeLARDS!

R\

<
£
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.AND YOU
WILL HAVE
TO TRAIN
HARDER
| THAN YOUu
EVER DID
IN YOUR LIFE/

AND IF You
TREASURE MY
TEACHINES,
I'M SLIRE
YOU'LL BE THE
DEADLIEST
SOLDIERS IN
THE ARMY OF
THE 5 CLANS///|

\ THE WAVE OF DEATH WILL
) 8RING DEVASTATION AND
FEAR IN THE HEART OF OLIR
ENEMIES/ BUT YOU WILL
HAVE TO LEARN FIRST...

FROM NOW ON, YOU

WELL... THAT WAS... A PITY HE DAMN, HE WILL COME HEPE 3
INSPIRING. SPITS EVeRy e ) TImes Eveey 10

PAYS/ 9 TIMES
TALKS. A MONTH/




! ARE YOU HERE ALL ALONE, NO!/ T CAN STAY HERE

PETJIIP TSN'T THERE ANY ALL DAY WITH YOU. >
OTHER MEMEER OF YOUR AIN'T IT oK e ECRUITS! 3
TROOP HERE?P WONDERFLL? LET'S GET
STARPTED/!/
b HN...
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| 5-5-5...
| SHOULD

PLEASE, MIARU AND
SHINPACHI DIDN'T
SEE [T YET.

HEY, 6UYS!

LOOK AT Ok Ok!

YEAH! C'MON,
SHURUI/

T-THEN I PAINT A HEALER, HEH...

5-5-5-OME YOU'RE AMAZING,
D-DRACONID PLUMP.
SYMBOLS W...

WITH MY 8-8-

8LOOD AROLIND
s

T-T-THANKS
SENPAL!

| BROUGHT YOU

SOME NEW BOOKS THANKS, HOW WAS
) SENSEL YOUR FIRST
FROM THE BUSHI'S
CASTLE SINCE | HIKART. DAY WITH A
NEW SENSE(P
WAS THERE... _
%oy r——
SH GREAT!
\/ gD / ' SENSEI
A S =~ — TOMURA
K WS Y , TALGHT US
IMPOSSIBLE. ONLY IYARY \ ng.rfrfeﬁ
ONE IN EVERY 1000
PRIMALS CAN LISE MAGIC. } 4 JSTE




OH! TOMURA, ..A HEALER, SHURUIP HE CAN'T BE
RIGHT... HE'S VERY | HUH? VALUED UNSUITAGLE
INTENSE, BUT WAS I'M 50 GLAD... NOW.

A &O00D CAPTAIN.

HIS GRADES HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN LOW. T VALUED HIM
SUITABLE BECAUSE T
THOUEGHT HE WOULD
IMPROVE, 8UT...
HE'S NOT STRONE& ENOUGH,

>

ALSO, TOO GENTLE TO 8E
A SOLDIER. FORTUNATELY,
HE'S A HEALER. AND SINCE
PRIMALS WHO CAN LUSE MAGIC
ARE A RARITY, HE CAN'T E

VALUED UNSUITABLE/
.. HE &OT LUCKY.
EVEN HERE IN "FEAR OF DEATH
OUR CLANS, BECALISE WHEN A HURTS MORE TH%N
AWAY FROM PECLUIT IS NOT DEATH ITSELF',
THE RATTLES, THE WORDS T
VALUED SUITABLE
DEATH IS gY THE SENSEI, THOUGHT THE DAY
ALWAYS HE COMMITS HISASHI ALMOST
LIPON LS. SUICIDE aY KILLED ME MONTHS
SEPPUKU, TO BEFORE, CAME BACK
PESTORE HIS TO MY MIND ONCE
HONO®R, AGAIN,

50, DAYS
PASSED...
MONTHS...
AND A
WARM,
TORRID
SUMMER

>
5

1
5



IT'M A SAPPER, NOT A

=N WIZARD! I'VE NO IDEA oucH/
HOW I COULD HEY! ofé,\?rw
POSSIBLY HEL... :

KNOW WHAT
YOU WANT,
KEN..,

NOW, LET 60 OF
MY ARM, YOU
STUPID BULLY!

AH... IF I FIND
A WAY, WILL
YOU LEAVE

“.ilc,llc, ¢

-

fush jéi' i

-
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“l-w AURTYERS
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NOTHING HAS EVER BEEN
v, |SIMPLE BETWEEN HEIGAN AND T,

-~

Y

A
]
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IF YOU HAVE A BETTER
IDEA, I'M ALL EARS... '?

L TIL THEN, YOU KNOW ab
G~ | DON'T WANNA SEE '

| OR TALK WITH ==
ANYONE... S

..WHAT?

DON'T GIVE ME
THAT LOOK,
KEN! T DID WHAT
YOU ASKED OF
ME TO THE BEST
OF MY ABILITY.

"1 LOOK pUMB ' HEY HEY HEY! CALM

: DOWN, YOU gRUTE!
YEAH, WELL, NOT [ HELPED YA, C'MON!
LIKE YOU LOOKED
REALLY SMART
EVEN WITHOUT
THAT BLACKBOARD

ON YOUR NECK...

\l

WOULD BE
APPRECIATED,

YEAH! IT'S

PRETTY COOL. A-A-ADA...

KURAI WERE MASSACRED 8Y THE
&OLDEN KING EFORE THE GREAT

OOKAMI'S WAR, THEY WERE HUMANOIDS
- WHO COULD PREDICT THE

SOME THINK THAT r ” '
OEKHNA HELPED I-1... INTERES- ...TIN&!
OOKAMI TO UNITE
THE 5 CLANS AND FIGHT
AGAINST THE GOLOEN
KING .. HEH, ITS JUST
A LEGEND, OF

THE ADVENTURES
OF DEKHNA: THE
LAST kuraAl!

YEAH! IT COULD
HELP YOU WITH
YOUR STAMMER.

Iri"‘/fn’j

e, ) 0. ¥, L
M?;W‘"It(.r ,

Jll

WHAT'S THIS THING
ON YOUR NECK?

A-ARE YOU

SURE AROUT
T-T-T-THAT,
SENPAIP

3

READING

ALOUD HELPS
WITH THAT
PROBLEM/

« I READ IT
IN A B8OOK...

OH?

HEY HEIGAN!
..KEN.

THAT? WELL,
HE ASKED ME
TO HELP AND...



"HEY JUST GREAT... SO 600D TO SEE A 6GO0D
STUTTERING IDEA BEING usr:% “r-\l%% THE WRONG —_—
FATASS..." : FASTER
THAN

UHe

OK, KEN... T DID WHAT
YOU "ASKED" ME TO DO.
NOW CAN EVERYONE
LEAVE ME ALONE,
PLEASEP IT'S A
FREE DAY FOR
ME TOO.

K-KNOCK IT
O-0-OFF!

WHAT 0O YOU
WANT NOW?

o

=

YOou

" FIND C'MON ; WE'RE NOT FRIENDS, KEN,
ANOTHER oLLIMO! 5HOU};D YOU'RE "COME YOU NEVER TREATED ME
SOLUTION" : REACT! STPONG ON, 8UDDY, WELL, NEVER EVEN TALKED
Ay, oo you M enoueH PLEASE" TO ME BEFORE YOU NEEDED
AH SOMETHING. WANT HIM TO STAND MY HELP... WHY SHOULD
KEN... TO KEEP UP TO HIM, | HELP YOUP
BULLYING | KNOW

THAT.

PLEASE...



T

. ' THIS IS A GREAT EXAMPLE NOW LEAVE
egg"(r: ?%?Jequl]té OF WHY NOBODY LIKES ME ALONE. you c-c-C...
YOU DON'T PO IT/" OR CARES ABOUT YOU

OH WELL... AND YOUR PROBLEMS,

KEN! YOU'RE A 8ULLY.

PELIE TR [
eal vt
207 9 NN

FASTER THAN
| SPEAK/
B-g-g-gUT
AT LEAST |
C-CAN USE MY
vV-v-VOICE/S

50 5-5-
&ssTOP
MAKING
FLIN OF
M-M-ME///
HAH!

COULD W-WRITE
i e IO 1 )

5-5-50ReY,
KEN! THAT
WAS T-T-TOO




GHUH!!/

ALL RIGHT,
SHURUI?

B 5., 15 HM... | 15 EVERYTHING
KigA/ YOl MAVE EVERYTHING DON'T ALL RIGHT, KEN?
TO COME ALL RIGHT? KNOW.
WITH ME/ -
)2 SOMETHING (%L
) AMAZING s - \
HAHA! y. = // i\
B o Yy by S <
ef‘ ;o - 7.4/
5-50RRY, ‘— : oo . 4
SENPAI, // = g ‘_:@
YO-YOuR X W
200K z YN
FeF-FELL




WHAT DO YOU
WANT, KIBAP
WHAT'S up?

RIGHT, "€ET TO THE POINT"
EHEH/ SORRY! WELL, WHILE
THEY WERE FIGHTING FOR
ONE OF THEIR CHALLENEES,
I WALKED THROUGH THE :
STREAM AND I FOLIND A J+ A
WATERFALL IN A CANYON
WITH A LITTLE LAKE! 6UYS!
IT'S AWESOME! YOU
HAVE TO SEE IT/

OH, OK! 50, T WAS
THINKING, "DAMN, IT'S
S0 HOT TODAY! THE
SUN IS KILLING ME!"
50 I WENT THROUGH
THE STREAM TO DRINK
SOME WATER AND WASH
MYSELF! AY FUR SMELLS
BAD WHEN IT'S SUMMER,
EHEH, YA KNOW THAT/ >

I STARTED WALKING
ALONG THE STREAM
BANK WHEN I MET

SWADA AND TSUYO.,
THEY WERE TALKING
ABOUT A STUPID

CHALLENGE THAT...

8UT C-C-C...
C... CA... CAN...

YES! | WAS LOOKING FOR YOU
AND THE OTHERS TO JOIN Us/
SAWADA AND TSUYO ARE ALREADY
THERE! IT'S AWESOME!!!

CAN WE 60O THERE?
IS IT PERMITTED?

WHY NOT? WHAT DO YOU THINK, AWESOME!!! C’MON/ WHAT AGOUT YOU, HEIGAN?

I'D LIKE TO PLUMP? WANT TO I'LL TAKE YOU DO YOU REALLY WANT TO SPEND
TAKE A COME WITH US? THERE! YOUR TIME ALL ALONE, AS USUALP
BATH.

OF

o/ COURSE!
\> o
OH, YES! | MEAN... \ g | WILL FOLLOW YOUR
YOU CAN COME TOO, Y o TRACKS IF | CHANGE
OF COURSE. - o) MY MIND, OK?

OK. | COUNT
ON IT. EHEH!

.. WILL THINK
ABOUT IT.

)

’ .-
OH, C"MOOON! YEAH! SURE.
FOLLOW ME!!

P 2K
v oS




HEY, KIBA! WAIT/

DON’T RUN!?/ COME ON/
> AH... FOLLOW
ME’!/
WHY DOES HE

ALWAYS HAVE

HEY, ARE YOU D-DON'T
IgNgill.lsc-}:’AQ ALRIGHT? WORRY,
' SENPAL

T E-EXAGGERATED,

I;I;‘ V;ASA?:\ZT HE R-R-REALLY
serore! AGOLT Hl. HIS.
W-W-WITH KEN. INJURY! T... T

SHOUL...ON'T HAVE
SAID T-T-THOSE
THINGS TO...

\\ \ . \\. n 4 e D \‘
e\ T /0,

I F-F-FEEL BAD B-8B...
BECAUSE OF T-THE 8AD
T-T-T-THIN&S T SAID!

AND T K-KN-KNEW IT.

AFTER A u g-8-8... 8UT I WAS
LIFETIME OF ”i:fgﬁ%f TZZ?_% SO ANGRY A-AND...
BEING BULLIED

8Y HIM, YOU

FINALLY REACTED,
AND YOU FEEL
8AD ABOUT IT?




YOU CAN ALWAYS

APOLOGIZE,

..IF YOU WANT,

WE ARRIVED!




AINTIT
BEAUTIFLL?

HEH/

AND IT'S ALL
FOR US.

HEY, UYS//
HAHAL//

AHAHA/

v

50 cooL!

HEY! WAIT/

HEY, TSUYO!
LET'S
CLIMB ON

THESE
ROCKS
uP THERE!

ElLAT S
5000....

\—/u
LOOK AT THIS/
YAHOOOO!!!

HEH, | BET

| CAN REACH
THAT POINT
BEFORE YA!




WHERE ARE I'LL FIND THE BE RIGHT

YOU ¢OING? OTHERS! AND BACK,
TELL'EM ABOUT oK?

THIS PLACE.

S0 HAPPY
YOU CAME HERE!

THIS PLACE IS5
AMAZING!
..HOW DID

YOU FIND

HE FOLLOWED

us... wrty
ARE YOU HERE?

"I FOLLOWED YOUgR
TRACKS", YES AGAIN,
WHY DID YOU

FOLLOW uUs?

Ok! see YOu
LATER, KIBA.




AHAHLLS

HE SEEMS

SINCERE...

AND DON'T
DROWN HIM/

2 MINUTES
LINDERWATER/
HAH! YOU
CANNOT
BEATME
THIS TIME/

HE'S TAKING A BATH
WITH SAWADA AND
TSUYO, THERE.

T'LL 8RING THE OTHERS :

HERE...AND SOME FOOD
TOO. EHEH!

(]
\-Ll.\

A

L g

e, -
~— = )
—rE

SEE YOU
LATER, KIBAS




1I'M AN asshole!

lLease FORGIVE ME, |

T SHOULDN'T HAVE
sS40 T-T-T...

THOSE THINGS

1 thouahT you
woald NMever FiN®

The couraGge TO ReEACT

)fou GoT Balls,
' The oNe who

beserved a puaMch

/




HEIGAN... YOU
CHANGED YOUR
MIND, THEN.

I'M SO HAPPY!
|7

LOOK WHAT
I FOUND//

AH... NEVERMIND.,

IMPRESSIVE.. YES. ONE OF INDEED.
IT'S A STREAM MANY...

OF sATZU
RIVER! NO?

THE TWINS AND I
ARE HAVING A
BREATH HOLDING

/
CONTEST EHEH/ YEAH! COME ON,

YOU'VE BEEN
HERE FOR A
WANT TO ) YEAR, BY NOW/!
JOIN us? ) ! YOU'RE PART OF
z THE TROOP!

NN

L1 ~\\\\ .

YOU... SURE y -
THEY DON'T MIND? ef - v :
T MEAN.., WE LIS 4 AH...
DON'T TALK MUCH. Y ) O-OK!
7 3 SURE!
)

N /

A\




EHEH! WIMP!
HEH.., HM...

T CAN'T FEEL
MY LEGS SAME. AHAH! HEY, SHUPLTL/
ANYMOPRE, YOU STILL

UP THEREP/

JUMP/

COME ON/7/

IT'S NOT
S0 HIeH

FROM THERE/

A=

©
-

L=

© 0o ©
. -

HEAD DIVE/

SOMERSALILT/

EHEH!
..COME

ON,
SHURLIL
DON'T
MAKE

ME
WAIT/







HE... HE WANTED AND |
e TIAflﬁ\rCf/e»you T-TO APO... OI-D-DID
SH%gEOOL WITH KEN... APOLOGISE. THE

5-5-SAME!
w

HM...

a5 OE BERLLY T TOLD YOU, YOU SHOULOVE SAID —— WHAT 0O L7 et
i oy P SOMETHING A LONG TIME AGO! Rl vou Mean? | LS 0O0KED |
SINCE... W"WELL.-- ...YOU CAN’T BE H|5 PUNCHING OF Hls e "

ME AND T-THE
BAG FOREVER. W-W-WOULND/ FACT THAT I

C-C~C~CAN'T
TALK... 8UT
N-NOW,

EMPATHY... YOU'RE TOO
KIND FOR THIS
WORLD, PLUMP.
YES... | 5...
SUPPOSE..,
HE'S N-NOT -
AGGRESSIVE <
L-L-LIKE
REFORE T-THE T
TEST... I...
[WISH | C...
€. COULD
HEAL HIS
W—W=W-WOLIND.
HEH! 5-5-5.., -
SHUT UP, 7
SENPA o U
AH... e =
UH?

YAHOOOOO0O0O0O/’!!




WHY DON'T YOU
JOIN SAWADA
AND TSUYO,
THEN?

R-RIGHT...

NAAAH, THEY WOULD
TURN IT INTO A
COMPETITION:

: , I'M NOT!
COMPETITION AND NO! PLEASE, DON'T. DOgETN;ﬂéLTKHILKIiE” I WAS QUOTING
RIVALRY CAN PUSH ' A 2OOK.

YOu 1O 0O
BETTER, AND~—

YEAH! YOU ALWAYS
DO THAT, AND YOU

LOOK LIKE SENSEI
WHEN YOU DO IT.

AHAHAH/
YES!



WHY? DO |
LOOK...TENSE?

LIKE, YA WANT

TO ACT LIKE THE
PERFECT RECRUIT,
ALL SERIOUS
AND COMPOSED.

YOU &OTTA
RELAX, AKIO!

YES! AHAH/

SENSEI IS NOT

HERE. STOP
PRETENDING
TO 8E
PERFECT! WE

DON'T

CARE!

DO 1 LOOK
LIKE THAT?

7

IT ALWAYS
LOOKS LIKE

YOU WANNA
LOOK PERFECT

IN FRONT OF
EVERYONE.
LIKE WHEN WE
PLAY AND YOU

STAY THERE
TO WATCH,
PRETENDING

TO 8 TOO

MATURE

FOR THAT.

UH...
S-SOME...
TIMES.

Y v
=ﬁ"’ LI, < <~
‘q:—.--.:._ﬂ'; _// el {_.;.:.,.__“ :

EHEHE
SEE?

RELAX... =

( SOMETHING
STUPID!
et
IMMATURE!

K&H/! AH...
YOU SON OF

EHEHE!




“

.

g—

T
\ S

DION'T THAT FEEL
60002
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AH... LOOK,
KIga, IT'S NOT

TRUE, OK?

I DON'T...

PRETEND TO...
LOOK PERFECT
‘CAUSE T WANT TO

IMPRESS THE
OTHERS OR
SENSEI HIKARI

IT ISN'TP... WELL...
T'M NOT THE
SMARTEST ONE IN
OLIR TROOP, |UT
MANY TIMES T CAN
TELL YOU JUST WANT
TO HAVE FUN, OR
5KIP TRAINING,
OR PLAY WITH US,
C'MON!

>

/’\

HM...

IT'S NOT EASY...
BEING THE BEST
OF THE TROOP,
SENSEI HIKARI
ALWAYS LOOKS
AT ME AND
EXPECTS THE
BEST... THE
OTHERS TOO.

EVERYONE
EXPECTS ME TO
BE... PERFECT.

STRONGER,
SMARTER, AH... TO
LIVE UP TO
EVERYONE'S
EXPECTATIONS.




A-AKIO-SENPAI!

.| MUST GE AN
KIO— I
EXAMPLE TO e A HEHEHE/
FOLLOW... LOOK WELL, IF IT
AT SHLURLIL MAKES YOU
FEEL ANY

BETTER...

&7
% <
I NEVER
w EXPECTED
A ANYTHING
FROM YOU! N L

OH, UH... 5BO0D? THANKS?

YEP! NEVER! ...REPLITATION
IS NOT EVERYTHING!

EVERYONE?P

WELL... YOU NEVER
D10, KIgA/!

WHAT T'M TRYIN&
TO SAY 15 THAT
YOU SHOULDN'T

BE WHO YOU

QE WHAT THE WANT TO EHEH
! e
OTHERS WANT gE!
YOU TO gE!

..BE MYSELF.

YEAH! WHO
CARES WHAT
THE OTHERS

THINK?

‘ LOOKS LIKE
%E»%%Tvéﬁ%‘%" EVERYONE HERE
RIGHT, KIBA... IS HAVING FLIN,

WITHOUIT CARING
ABOUT WHAT
OTHERS THINK. .,

REPUTATION IS
IMPORTANT,
NOT ALL THE
TIME, 8UT... IT'S
COMPLICATED.

YEAH.., THIS
PLACE IS
AWESOME.

| WANNA
FIND THE OTHERS.
TELL'EM ABOUT
THIS PLACE AND
BRING THEM ALL
HERE/

WE'RE A FAMILY
© AFTER ALL! WE

SHOULD STAY
TOGETHER!

YOU SURE
YOU CAN
FIND THEM?

YEAH! OUR
AREA 1S NOT
S0 WIDE. .,

s




SEE YA LATER, AKIO!

LATER, KIBA!

OH, WLIPS!
SORRY
KEN, EHEH/




C g

NICE DRAWING! | LIKE TO HEY, NO!
HEH.,.W DRAW TOO. " b OON'T...

o WHY?

| ALREADY
KNEW YOU
LIKE ORAWING.

"I AM NOT SHY"
HEH, WHATEVER...

YOU'RE
PRETTY
&000 AT
IT, THERE'S
NO REASON
TO gE
SHY, KEN.:

"I'D RATHER
TALK"

50 IS THIS USING HEIGAN'S §
HOW YOU : SLATE AND A j
COMMLNICATE, i CHARCOAL?

HEH, WELL...

S
o

N7 ==
7727 I\

¢

| SAW YOU LOOK, WE'RE
TALKING PART OF THE
WITH SAME TROORP,
SHuURUI WE'RE FRIENDS.
BEFORE..,

ok?

I CARE ABOUT
YOU ALL... BUT
T ALREADY
TOLD YOU MANY
TIMES, THIS
HAS TO STOP!

\\t ///’

3



.. JUST BECALISE "DON'T WORRY,
YOU'RE STRONGER WE TALKED

JUST BECAUSE..,

THAN HIM DOESN'T YEAH, IT'S
MEAN YOU CAN. NOT THE FIRST (=
TIME YOU TALK +—
AND MAKE —~

PEACE...

"NOW IT'S
DIFFERENT"

/ ‘ /
"IT WOULD RE N L THE WEAKEST
HYPOCRITICAL OF ] NS, A-‘\FEAS%%QEOXE gsugo
ME TO MAKE FUN " SR i
OF HIM BECAUSE ) | 2, \ Yoplg N\«gsmces'r
HE CAN'T TALK" -~ :
b,
I\ v ﬁ-&
ARCAR: " q&f / -
Ly M paare e YL
] Taa6Casn g P, THAT'S WHY
‘21 1CRRC g YOU PLNCHED
1o LA 4 HIM, ISN'T ITP

£




IT'S OK, YOU NEVER
LIKED TO TALK ABOUT
YOU ANYWAY,

YOU NEVER TOLD
ANYONE ABOUT YOUR
WOLIND... HOW THAT
HAPPENED... WHO
GAVE IT TO YOU.

HOW DID YOU
SURVIVE WITH AN
INJURY LIKE THAT
ALL ALONE?

1 FoaGght
si— : |

L/
\lo TOUBATIORD

27,

] YEAHOOOU!!/

"WE USED TO
COMPETE ABOUT

EVERYTHING JUST
LIKE THEM"

AND | WON ALL
THE TIME,

AHAH!

HEH, YEAH!
I REMEMBER
THAT YOU
ALWAYS
WANTED TO
CHALLENGE

ME IN
EVERYTHING.

lipasss -
HEH... WE

NEVER DID IT
AFTER THE \ (/

TEST. w




"NO NEED, YOU

HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN THE

STRONGEST"

p
7

/

NOR NCeVC /,‘
© AT o avf

/
Z

4l




THEY ALWAYS
KEEP IT WITH
THEM, MAYRE
A BUSHI
LOST IT...

SHOULD | GIVE IT
TO SENSEI HIKARI?

WHOLUH///

IT WAS AT THE BOTTOM
OF THE LAKE. | SAW IT

SPARKLING

UNDERWATER.

WHY? I ALREADY

NAH, HAVE A WEAPON.

IT'S OLD.
YOU KEEP
f 7

IT's A
TANTO!
A
BUSHI'S
WEAPON.




HUMANS THINK
THAT SOME
ARTIFACTS

BRING THEM
LUuck. IT's
SiLLY, 8UT...

WHY NOT?

TAKE IT, IF YOU WANT.

IT'S NOT SHARP, 8UT
IT'S COOL.

HEH!

..THE OTHER RECRUITS
IN MY OLD TROOP
WERE NOT GENTLE
WITH ME.

| YOU GUYS NEVER
STOPPED TRYING TO N
MAKE ME FEEL LIKE A %\1 «{ (/) @ *
PART OF YOLI! EVEN IF AN S
T'M NOT... WELL... HM... SR 4

EXTROVERTED.

ALSO YOU RESPECT THE
FACT THAT I'M STRONGER,
THAT T HAVE MY OWN KATANA...

UH...

IN MY OLD TROOP THEY
HATED ME, THEY WERE
SCARED OF ME. ENVIOUS...

WELL, YOU'RE NOT
FUNNY LIKE KIBA
OR SOCIABLE LIKE
TSUYO AND SAWADA,

8UT YOU'RE OK.



IS5 THAT

THANKS, BECALUSE HE
AKIO, LIKES TO STAY
ALONE TOO?
ANOTHER... HM...
INTROVERT.
YOU &6ET
ALONG WITH
HEIGAN.

OH, HEIGAN,
YES, | LIKE
HIM.

BUT HE'S
ALWAYS 50..,

HE DOESN'T
HE HAS NOT ALWAYS WANT TO

BEEN LIKE THAT... HE

CHANGED IN THESE 525%,1’,‘?“
LAST YEARS... AND | '
DON'T KNOW WHY.

AND NERVOUS,
YEAH... ALSO,

PEOPLE CHANGE
WITH TIME.
I CHANGED TOO...

ANGRY?

—"

I NEVER... HM... TALKED LIKE
THIS TO SOMEONE ELSE IN
MY OLD TROOP. YOU WERE
THE FIRST ONE, AKIO, AND...

=0

| CAN SAY THE SAME
ABOUT THE OTHERS

HEH, SO YOU CONSIDER
ME A FRIEND?

A FRIEND?

8UT YOU elYsS

NO, | DON'T ARE... IMPORTANT.

HAVE FRIENDS.

HM... YOU IN
PARTICULAR.




WHAT DO YOU

THE DAY |
ALMOST KILLED
YOU LAST

2/ IF IT WAS NOT p YOUu wOuLD
FOR THAT gUSHI, BE DEAD
\ THE HEALER.... NOW... |
WOULD'VE
KILLED YOU.

I CEALIZED
SOMETHING

/
Vi
THAT DAY, DIO | SAY THAT? <

YEAH, | REMEMBER...

YOU SAID YOU DION'T
WANT TO LOSE

ANYONE ELSE SINCE

ALL THE OTHERS OF

YOUR TROOP DIED

IN THE TEST.

)
/

IT WAS... MORE
THAN THAT. 8UT...

HM... T CAN TELL
YOU ANOTHER
TIME, MAYBE,

. THANKS,

P S A
K"“\N// R 1 ANYWAY.
f .




AS T SAID, YOU'RE -~ ..ARE YOU ..SCARED
IMPORTANT TO ME. OF ME?
YOU HELPED ME b+
UNDERSTAND =
SOMETHING \
IMPORTANT. o 1

FOR WHAT?

| CAN SMELL IT.

JUST LIKE ALL
THE DEAD
RECRUITS
IN MY OLD

TROOP.

YES;
YOU ARE!

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO 8E,

. WHAT? WE'RE NOT

ENEMIES, AKIO.

I &6-6-GAVE HIM HE'S UP THERE, HM? OH!
S5-5-SENPAI/ YOUR 800K ON THE ROCKS: 0... Ok!
HAVE Y-Y..yOu 8-8-8UT [ C-CA... HEH..,
L e ] CA... CAN'T... CA-

HEIGAN?



& \
HE WAS CLEARLY HIDING WHAT \“:_' / oS
REALLY HAPPENED TO HIS OLD = '
TROOP DURING THE TEST... =

_—

{

' -f<

AL 4
..RIGHT, SURE. LET'S

HISASHI... HE'S STILL
TAKE A BATH ALL
A MYSTERY TO ME. TOGETHED.

I DIO NOT UNDERSTAND
WHAT HE WANTED TO SAY,
HOW couLp 17

"¢-C-COME ON" HEH O-OK.

HM...

L W-WHAT?

HE WANTS
us 10
FOLLOW

|\

s HE... OH...
HE;;/E come Zipe.f p— R HE WANTS TO OH C-C~C...COOL. HEH!
ARBITER FOP OLR WE'RE Kﬁf.éj e BRING ‘EM ALL YEAH! L-LET'S HAVE
DIVING COMPETITION/ COMIN&/! ' HERE TO US/ FLIN//! AHAH!

%

> KIBA IS LOOKINE FOR ; YEAH!!
!

THE OTHER &LIYS!//

7
C'MON, Y-Y-YES/ I'M C...
CHLB-LIY! CO-CO..COMIN&/S
CLIMB

Up HERE/




laig

HEIEGAN/

NICE VIEW!

AN W /
.”

5 | WAS
READING

SHURUI'S
800K,

WHY ARE YOU

HM... INDEED, HERE ALL ALONE?

§ 7

OH, YES.

I GAVE IT TO HIM.

READING ALOUD
COULD HELP HIM

WITH HIS STAMMER,

I THINK THAT'S
HIS NORMAL
WAY OFfF
SPEAKING..,

-« READ IT
IN A BOOK,

| COULON'T READ WITH
KIBA YELLING LIKE A

MANIAC... | NEEDED
SILENCE.

SCREAMING?




20 YOU
LIKE THAT?
THE j‘ l
800K. ‘5
/ "THE

ADVENTURES

OF DEKHNA,
THE LAST
KueAl™

WELL... THIS
CHARACTER
KNEW THE
GREAT OOKAMI
IN PERSON ,,,

AND FORCED THEM TO
BECOME SOLDIERS.

..LOOKS LIKE JUST ] )
ANOTHER STORY
WRITTEN 8Y A WOLF '

OF THE 5 CLANS WHO N
JUST LOVES OOKAMI.

(“ ..THE GOLDEN KING
- FORCED THEM TO FISHT!
sl CRADY-2 sl Sl
STORIES AROUT \ o‘ THE WOLVES AND DESTROY
HOW COOL AND THE MORI FOREST..,
GREAT HE WAS WITHOUT THE GREAT
' ~, o OOKAMI AND THE S
‘ . SAGES WE WOLILDON'T
W/ o EVEN BE HERE NOW/
WHY? &
WASN'T HEP \
™
HEH... HE LINITED e, e YEAH! ..I'M SO 6LAD
THE 5 CLANS INTO TO BE HERE... HOORAY
A NATION., FOR THE 5 CLANS...

LOOKS LIKE THE &UYS

WHAT? ARE HAVING FUN DOWN THERE! ...LQOK, IF YOU
. WHERE’S KIBA? LOOKING DON'T LIKE THE
FOR THE OTHERS? BOOK YOU 2

SHOULD COME

WITH LS. WE'RE
HAVING FLIN, ALL
TOGETHER...

YOU DON'T HAVE
TO &TAY
ALONE EVEN
TODAY.

T'M SERIOUS ?
4 WHY COME HERE
Y IF YOU WANTED TO
= STAY 8Y YOURSELF?
Y
HUHP COME ON,
HEIGAN/
COME

WITH us/!




YA KNOW .. HISASHI YOU HAVE NOT ALWAYS BEEN

MADE ME NOTICE THAT. LIKE THIS. | MEAN... YOU
LIKED SPENDING TIME WITH US.

I WAS JUST... HM...
BREAKING THE ROUTINE.

g

\

EHHE, SURE...

WE WERE YOUR SHADOWS!
ME, UJIO, SHURUL., WELL..,

THE OTHERS TOO... IT'S
BEEN SO LONG.

ALMOST A DECADE,

..BUT NOW... WELL... YES!

REMEMBER WHEN
WE WERE ALWAYS
TOGETHER? YOU,

ME, UJIO AND
SHURUL.. WE LOVED
TO RUN TOGETHER

AND CATCH
SQUIRRELS AROLIND
THE OLD HUT WHERE
WE LIVED,

HEH, YES!

WHAT HAPPENED, WHAT HAPPENED

THEN?

I MEAN...

SENSET HIKART

ALREADY TALKED N
TO ME BECALISE

I DON'T SOCIALIZE

WITH THE OTHERS...

MANY TIMES! 1
DON'T NEED TO : )
TALK ABOUT THIS
WITH YOU TOO,
AKTIO...

IT'S A FREE DAY
FOR ME TOO,
YA KNOW?

IJusT
WANTED TO...

8UuT...

NO, DON'T:




I'M FINE, REALLY.

AND I DON'T SEE
THE PROBLEM IF
I PREFER TO
STAY ALONE,

8UT IT WASN'T
ALWAYS LIKE THIS!

-
AKTO, PLEASE, IT'S JUST... WE WERE SO euT Now... you'ee  \ A S
I SAIO I DONT LINITED WHEN WE WERE ALWAYS SO ANERY
WANNA TALK PLPS, AND.,., STRESSED. T
ABOUIT THIS! CAN SMELL IT, THE

// 50rRY, I KNOW
ITS NONE OF MY
-4 BUSINESS, 8UT...

4 i l A a )
NN AN £ .
; SINCE WHEN
DI0 YOU START
. HATING USP

\

(

/ l} .
W)~

) I JUST WANT
v f

AH.., SORRY, 8UT
I'M NOT IN THE
MOOD FOR TALKING!

AND I DON'T NEED
TO TALK ABOUT.. ME,
TO You!

WHY DO YOU CARE
ALL OF A SUDDEN?

AND I REALIZED
THAT I NEVER KNEW
WHY YOU CHANGED
LIKE THIS IN THESE
LAST YEARS...

MAYBE T JUST
MISS MY FRIEND.

WHAT'S THIS?
AN EXAMINATION?

DID SENSEI ASK
YOU TO SEE WHAT'S
WRONG WITH MEP

AND I DON'T WANT OR

NEED TO TALK ABOUT
THIS WITH ANYONE,

ESPECIALLY YOU AKIO!

WE HAVE NOTHING IN
COMMON ANYMORE,
NAY, WE'RE
EXACTLY THE
OPPOSITE! 50O
LEAVE ME BE.

OTHERS TOO. 1
JUST WANT TO...

z\ h‘
o

WHY ARE YOU
HERE, AKIO?

(N

LET'S SsAY I'M
IN THE MOOD FOR
SERIOUS TALKING
TODAY,

HISASHI... HE
MADE ME NOTICE
THAT IT'S BEEN
50 LONG SINCE
YOU AND ME
SPENT SOME
TIME TOGETHER.

HEIGAN..,

YES, I LIKE TO
STAY ALONE!

AND YES, MAYEBE
I DON'T LIKE YOU,
OR THE OTHERS
IN OUR TROOP, OR
ANYRODY ELSE
IN THIS FLICKING
CLAN OR THE
OTHER ONES.




MAYRBE YOU HATE

us

, HEIGAN, 8UT

WE DON'T HATE

s0?
HOW WAS
THAT?/

V

YOU...

HAH!

C-C-C..COOL/! /{

YEAH, YOU SAID THE
SAME ABOLIT SAWADA/

YOU CAN'T BE
IMPARTIAL/

AND TO ANSWER
YOUR QUESTION, T'M
HERE BECALSE 1
STILL CARE ABOUT
YOU...

EVEN IF YOU
DON'T CARE
AOUT US...

I... REALLY
CARE ABOUT
YOU, HEIGAN.

KEN? WHO
pID THE
BEST DIVE?



I WASN'T BORN WITH ENOLIEH

IF YOU SAY AHAH! FACK YEAR: |~ £ MIDDLE FINGERS TO LET YOUu

IT WAS ME > 77 KNOW My OPINION OF YOU,

I'LL LET YA KEN! THIS IS

ngg ;HB)Z)W THIHI/ CHEATING! NOT... MH...
TOMORROW/ /

 Raup

7(

4

YOU'RE JUST

_— 6ReRrR T WOULD LIKE YOU...
NGt N;%"{JB&CD%‘T% TO INSULT YOU LGLY...
EALO! RIGHT NOW, BUT I'M BASTARD...
THINK ABOUT SURE THAT WOLILD
IT BEFORE
OTE 8E BEYOND YOUR DIE!!!
51 N, LEVEL OF
) LIHLIHLY INTELLIGENCE.
f’

WHAH/L!

/ !
Sy i HAR
i TRYINE TO
MOMENT? KILL 2

BROTHER!

AND SHURLI CAN'T

YES, | SAW YOU... CHOOSE A WINNER/

HEY/ WANNA € OLR
ARBITER? ME AND SAWAOA
ARE HAVING A DIVING e >
COMPETITION. | s '

I JUST
T-T-THINK
YOU'RE

8-80TH

YEAH, YEAH,
WHATEVER...

/4




YEAH, IF YOU KNOW o E?;/LLYF’
OR YOU CAN JOIN HOW TO CORRLIPT /

4 KEN/! IF YOu
US! KEN COULD HIM HE'LL LET EN/ Ii

_ YOLI WIN/ MAKE ME WIN,
BE THE ARBITER: : T'LL LET YOU

TRY MY KATANA/

T'LL BE THE
ARBITER!

SLOW POKE!

BetTer, he
NeVeERr TALKS
TO US INFERIOR

DON'T LET HIM
CORRUPT YOU,




HEY! HE-HE...HET& AN/ YOUR BOOK, TAKE IT.

T-THANKS.

HEY, KIBA/ YOU BROUEHT HERE
THE ENTIRE TROOP! AHAH




TN

I TOLD YA/
e Rl LOOK o HEY, ELIYS! COME HERE/
HERE, NOW/ AT THAT THE LAKE?

A\ !
AHAH!! \ o WATERFALL

T WANNA
DIVE TOO!

rl

WE'PE SOLOIERS,
WOLVES OF THE
= s cLaNs, suee.
<1 eut THAT DAY,
2| IN THAT CANYON,
—— —+— WE weee JusT
¢ | rFeIENDS WHO
WANTED TO HAVE
— == SOME FLN
— — TOGETHER AND
NOTHING MORE.

I WILL NEVER FORGET
THAT DAY... MANY
THINGS HAPPENED..,

0 — : % )? R '*;riaaﬁ’?.iy
R *
\\% ‘a: »{. >3 i
I e, =
ve - 14 e

SHURLI, KIgA,
KEN, HISASHI,

HEIGAN,TSUYO
AND SAWADA... /
s

THE PEOPLE T CARE
FOR MOST IN THE
WORLD...

EVEN IF T DION'T
KNOW HOW MUCH
o = FE




WE WERE SO
CLOSE WHEN
WE WERE PUPS,

BUT THEN HE

BECAME SO
SAD... 1
WANTED TO
KNOW WHY, T
WANTED TO
DISCOVER
WHAT CHANGED

HIM... T WANTED
TO MAKE HIM
FEEL BETTER,

HEIGAN...

-5‘““
SN'Fr

- N AN N7 NN R /\Vﬁvm
EVENING, ' .
AISLINN. : KEW v




00D 80Y,
SLEEP...

EHEH!

YOU ACTUALLY w AKIO! HOW DID YOU
WAITED FOR ME CONVINCE THE GUARDS TO
TO COME. LET YOU LEAVE THE HUT?

WITH MY
cHaRM, OF

THE eUARD
AT THE FRONT
DOOR FELL
ASLEEP AND
| RAN HERE.

AT THE RIVER.

ALTHOUGH, T
THINK THEY MAY
BE AROLIND
HERE TOO!
WE CAN'T STAY.

HM... MEET ME YES MAAM/




g
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\\J
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HERE, LET ME WHERE ARE

YOU TAKING ME?

AH, THANKS...

N s
w\t‘N

N

N \\\J\
lt((; W \k].

b/ by b S VLA 7
OK, WHAT AQE . HEH.. WATT/
WE DOING HERE? \
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FAIRIES!

I SAW THEM
ON MY WAY

BEAUTIFUL,
DON'T YOU
THINK?

LITTLE
SPOILSPORT!

AH... T ALWAYS WANTED TO
SEE THEM. I LOVE THE
CREATURES OF THE WOODS, LINIQUE AND BEAUTIFLIL
BUT I WAS ONLY ABLE TO SEE ONLY LIVES FOR A

THEM FROM THE TREES OF

FEW MONTHS,
AVARION...
‘ e

1 Sr o it A‘
. te s iy - a

l" ( { 2 .
17 \fd’, Y

PRI
||f “\' ll

IT'S A PITY THAT
SOMETHING SO...

G

i, i

f; (, \’x g
el
“',; b "“

N Nzl

YEAH... BUT IT'S
WORTH IT.



ABOUT
us,

IT'S ABOUT
LAST NIGHT..

A RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN A HUMANOID

AND A PRIMAL
LIKE ME.

IT's NOT
JUST THAT.

I'M A PRINCESS WHO
ESCAPED FROM HER
PEIGN, AND YOU'LL
SOON BE A SOLDIER
OF THE 5 CLANS...

WE'LL NEVER MEET
AGAIN AFTER

YOU REACH THE
BATTLEFRONT.

«WE BARELY
KNOW EACH
OTHER.

4

WHAT KIND
OF FUTURE
COULD WE
HAVE?



NONE.., AND...

I DIDON'T EXPECT
TO... FEEL
SOMETHING FOR
YOU, BUT... AH...
IT'S JUST...

I DON'T KNOW IF
WE SHOULD
CONTINUE THIS...

WHATEVER
THIS MAY BE.

WHAT DO
YOou
THINK?

YES! IT'S... CONSIDERED
A, UNNATURAL, AND WRONG,

AND YOU'RE RIGHT,
THERE'S NO FUTURE
FOR US...

BUT WE STILL
HAVE THE PRESENT,
DON'T YOU THINK?

SOMETHING CAN LIVE

JUST A FEW MONTHS...
AND STILL 8E UNIQUE
AND BEAUTIFUL.

L~
\0
~

YES... | THINK
YOU'RE RIGHT,
AKIO...

..WE STILL HAVE
THE PRESENT...




SORRY IF | WHAT? NO! SORRY
PUT YOU IN AN IF I PUT YOU IN A
AWKWARD \ DANGEROUS

SITUATION... ' : SITUATION!

ESPECIALLY
LAST NIGHT.







