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BERHERA, ON THE GULF OF ADE.V.

cassell's

History of the War in the Soudan.

CHAPTER I.

INCIDENTS BY THE WAY.

The National Aid Society—Deserters from Berti—The Boaphorc Egypticn—Policy of the Ministry—Lord

Wolsoley's Despatch to the Government—Keconnaissanccs from Suakim—A New Camel Corps—The

Canadian Voyageurs.

By the lOtli April the railway was

laid down to within half a mile of the

zeriba that stood midway to Handoub,

but nothing was seen of the enemy,

who were reported to be so much in

want of food as to be compelled to eat

their camels. The interest in affairs

diminished greatly among the troops

when the conviction became general

that Osman Digna was crushed. All

e^^es were turned to the East, the live-

liest excitement prevailed, and new
hopes arose among officers and men at

the prospect of a war with Russia on

the Afghan frontier, and their trans-

ference thither from the hated Soudan.

The advance of any force beyond

Handoub was postponed for a time be-

cause of the negotiations in progress

with the Amaras of Mahomet Ali Bej^

They now announced their willingness

to come in and submit ; but only on

condition of the continued occupation

of the country being guaranteed to

them.

At this time the National Aid Societ}^

was doing a useful and benevolent

work in a quiet and unostentatious

way. Through its representatives the

soldiers received most welcome gifts,

while a well-known firm of tobacco

manufacturers sent out a ton of

97
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tobacco for distribution. Another lirni

sent out a consijifnment ol" r^o.OOO

oranofes, and other hixurios, wliicli in

such a climate as that of the Soiulan

wore most acee])table, and for all ol

which the soldiers were siiieerelv u:rate-

ful.

On the 1 1th of April General Graham

teleg:raphed thus to the Secretary for

^yAV :—

*' Ius])ooto(l llio liiu> of rail ami llaiulitub tu-ilay.

Convoy of 1.100 camels ami tliiiiy-fivo cart .s, wit ii

water and supplies. The Engineers' stores arrived

there with the Scots Gnards ; all pi-eeantions taken

for the protection of the convoy. The Berkshire

and Marines escorted it part of the way ; Cavalry

well ont. The Australians from Handoub mot the

Scots Gnartls on the way. Working parties at the

Lead of the rail way. covered Ity the East Surrey and

a squadron of Bengal Cavalry scouting. The rail-

way now advanced to No. 1 Station, with one com-

pany in the Blockhoxise there. East Surrey and

Shropshire encamped in rear. All satisfactory at

Handoub ; excellent work done in cutting (down)

wood, and in the defensible forts and camp. In

force 1,600, only five sick. Water, plentiful for

cattle and wasliiug purposes, foimd only three feet

below the dry bed of a water-course. To-morrow a

force, oOO strong, Australians, Cavalry, and Engi-

neers, wiU move from Handoub to Otao, eight to ten

miles of open count ly, and with them Mahomet All,

on a friendly mission to the Amaras, to try and get

them over."

The advance to Otao was postponed,

bowever, as several sheikhs offered to

submit wben the British advanced to

Tambouk. It was now confidently

thought that Lord Wolseley, who bad

arrived at Cairo from the camp at Don-

gola, would come to Suakim ;
" but,"

adds tlie Standard, " be has no

idea of abandoning the autumn cam-

paign in the Soudan, for which he is

making every preparation. Stern-wheel

steamers and other boats necessar}^ for

ascending the Nile are being got ready,

and Lord Wolseloy hopes yet to take

Khartoum." ^[oreover, it was stated

that Sir llenrv IJulwer IkkI made an

oiler of 5, ()()() Zulu warriors for service

in the Soudan; but Lord Oerby was

unable to aee(>pt the proposal.

On the 1:2th the heat was overpower-

ing at Suakim. and several men sulfered

from sunstroke, while glanders broke

out among the horses. The Cavalry

made a reconnaissance from Handoub to

Ilasheen. Only half-a-dozen Jladen-

dowas were seen by them in the dis-

tance ; the village was deserted, but

small bodies were known to be at the

Hasheen and McNeill zeribas.

About this time two Egyptian soldiers,

deserters from the Berber garrison, ar-

rived at Merawi, and gave themselves

up to our officials. They stated that

they had deserted when the enemy fell

back from Berti, and that their force

then consisted of two thousand men,

all armed with rifles, who were com-

pelled to abandon Berti owing to the

scarcity of food, as the district had

been swept of all supplies while our

column was there. The aspect of these

two men confirmed their story. Their

faces were hollow and haggard ; their

clothing was in rags, and they begged

to be allowed to return to their homes

in Lower Egypt, which they were per-

mitted to do.

Negotiations with the Amaras were

still in progress, and it was known that

if we succeeded in gaining that powerful

tribe as allies, the future course would

be comparatively easy; but the question

depended entirely upon whether Gene-
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ral Graham could offer them guarantees printing-office, and the dismissal of the

for their future protection, a promise official who had laid hands on the

beyond his power of fulfilment. "This," French Chancelier. Nubar said that

said a correspondent, " will bo a work this was out of the question. The
of difficulty after their past experience French Consul-General then demanded
of the vacillation of British policy to- if he was prepared to take the conse-

wards the friendly natives at the time quences of refusing to comply with his

that Mr. Brewster was conducting request, and on receiving a brief reply

negotiations with them as Deputy- in the affirmative, at once left the

Governor of Suakim, under Admiral Ministry.

Hewett." The situation was undoubtedly be-

The Cavalry now visited Otao on coming strained. Thus, notice was

13th April, eight miles in front of given to the printer of the paper that

Handoub, and found the district free should he present himself at the offices

from hostile Arabs, and it seemed that next day he might reopen them and

there would be no difficulty in completing continue his business, conditionally on

the railway to that point. The recon- his agreeing no longer to print the

noitring party purchased goats and Bosphore. But he ignored the notice,

other supplies from the natives, who and, in consequence of the Chief of

seemed disposed to be friendly, if their Police anticipating disturbances, on the

fears of Osman's vengeance, when the 14th of April the guards were doubled

British withdrew, could be overcome, at Cairo and the troops confined to bar-

The correspondent of the Baily News racks. Though an attempt was made
at this time insisted that a fixed policy by a low class of French residents to

was essential to the success of our organise a demonstration before the

operations, as the natives were afraid office of the suspended paper, the effort

to declare themselves on our side, and proved a failure.

urged that this fear would undoubtedly On the 17th the formal protest of

continue so long as any uncertainty the French Government against the

prevailed as to our ultimate occupation action of the Egyptian and British

of the country. authorities in suppressing the paj)er

The incident of the Z?o-9/;//or(? ^j/^/zV;? reached Cairo. Its terms were cour-

now began to assume such grave pro- teous, but decided. On the .20th

jDortions that it was thought that it Nubar Pasha rejilied that the Capitula-

might lead to the fall of Nubar Pasha, tions having been agreed to by the

M. Taillandier, the acting French Con- Porte, he could not give a definite

sul, demanded from him a full reparation answer until after a consultation with

for the suppression of that obnoxious the Ottoman Government as to the

paper. Nubar inquired what it was form of reply which that of Egypt
that he wanted. M. Taillandier replied should give, and time was to be accorded

the immediate reopening of the ^6»-^yV/or^ him for this not unnecessary step.
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On the following day, howovcr, the printinij^-ortice, ami entered an aetion

French dij^lomatic ay;ent intinuitrd to for daniai^es against the Egyj)tian

him, that the French Minister for

Foreign AlVairs was not satisfied with

the reply made to France for n'j)aration

(11 account uf the sn]>]>rossion of the

liosfj/inrr Fgyplnn. The French repre-

(Jovornment. notwithstandin''- tliat he

had daringly printed in Aral)ic the

Maluli's proclamation calling upv n all

Egypt to revolt and destroy tlie power

of the Khedive. It was insisted on at

MORNING PRAYEK OF A liEDOUIN ARAB.

sentative added that he was instructed

to give the Egyptian Government lintil

four o'clock in the afternoon of that

day to reply. At that hour Nubar in-

formed him that the Porte approved of

the action taken by the Egyptian

Government in the matter, and Nubar

further stated that he was in com-

munication with the British Govern-

ment concerning it.

M. Serriere declined to re-open his

Paris, that there had been an absolute

violation of the domicile of a French

subject, and that acts of violence w^re

committed against the representatives

of French authority. On these grounds

it was maintained that France had a

right to demand reparation, although

the French Government would not

make any claim relative to the sup-

pression of the paper, as it came under

the regulations of the press in Egypt.
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On the 22nd April the Journal des Notwithstanding the intemperate

Debats said : " As Mr. Grhidstone does utterances of a section of the Parisian

not disclaim the responsibility of his press, the representations of the French

Government in the affair, it is to Britain Government were received in a con-

GARDEN ON THE EOAL> TO IIEHOVOLIS.

that we must address ourselves to obtain

satisfaction. We would fain believe

that the British Government does not

share the violent and rancorous passions

which the English press displays against

us. In any case, we shall maintain

our rights and assert them. We shall

not lack the means to that end."

ciliatory sj)irit, and ere long the matter

was settled, through Sir Evelyn Baring,

in a manner satisfactory to all parties,

in accordance with the leg-al merits of

the case, and eventually the Bosnhore

E(jyptien was allowed to re-appear, but

only for a time.

While stern-wheel boats were being
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constructed, and other |)rcpanitions

made for the advance to Khartoum, as

told to the troc>i)s hy Lord Wolseh^y,

the policy of the ^Ministry was curiously

ilkistrated by the correspomlenee, i;ivi'u

in the I>kie Hocks almut the same

time. rcL^'ardim;- thai sl<|) tVom wliicli

Lord Wolsi'K'V was distinctly a verso

—a yeueral withdrawal irom the ouliro

Soudan.

This correspondence included a Ioul;

despatcli from Lord Wolseley, dated (itii

March, in reply to the Government's tirst

intention to destroy the ])o\ver of the

Mahdi at Khartoum, and one from the

]Marquis of Kartington, dated 13th

April, stating that :
" In the condition

of Imperial affairs it is probable that

the Expedition to Khartoum ma}^ have

to be abandoned, and the troops brought

back as soon as possible to Egypt."

In replying to this startling an-

nouncement, Lord AVolseley telegraphed

from Cairo on the 14th of April :

" There will be no difficulty in with-

drawing the troops ; but for the po-

sition in Eg3'pt it is most essential that

the announcement of withdrawal should

be accompanied by an authoritative

statement from 3'ou that you are de-

termined to leave a British garrison ;

"

and on the 15th April Lord Wolseley

telegraphed to Lord Ilartington thus :

—

"Mine yesterday dealt exclusively with military mat-

ters, iiueouuccted with policy of retreat imlicated in

yours of 13th inst. I venture to express the following

opinion upon that iiolicy. At and south of Assouan

I have about 7,oOO British fighting soldiers. Retreat

policy will rcfpiire at least 2,o0<) on the frontier,

leaving 5,000 available. For the sake of this hand-

ful, is it ad^-isable to reverse the Soudan policy ?

Retreat from Dongola hands the province over to

the Mahdi, and renders the loyalty of the Ababdchs

and other frontier tribes very doubtful. On (hcni

we rely very niucli for peace in Egypt. Troops now

in the province of Dongohi seriously threaten the

Malidi ; liKu-k liisadvance nortliwards.and encourage

liis enemies. He miglil now at any miiiMciit be

jiiincd by his regular troops, tlie backbone of his

mililan strength. Many circumstances n\ay h'a<l

til his sud(h"n disappearance; time is a great

I'K'mcnt in our I'avuiir il' we rest nn niii- ;inns w licfc

we are. Tliis policy entails no risk, I'm- we coidd

conccntnilr near Dungola or Hannek, whenever

we wislu'd, and 1 woiiKl strongly recommend its

jidopliou as nn)st belittiiig our national dignity, and

nutst likidy to secure eventually tho objects we have

in Egypt.

•• Witlidraw Graham's force if necessary, this will

not seriously disturb Egyj)! ; but hold on to the

Dongola province. As long as you do tliis you

prevent Malidism spreading into Egypt, secure

the allegiance of frontier tribes, save henceforth

troidjle, disturbances, ami possibly local risings,

which a policy of retreat will probably entail, and

wliicli will necessitate increased garrisons in Egypt,

and the military occuimtion of largo towns."

In another and long despatcli, dated

Cairo, April IGth, Lord Wolseley wrote

thus :

—

" From questions recently put to Ministers iu

Parliament, and from articles in such journals as

have yet reached me, on the subject of the best

policy to adopt iu the Soudan, it appears to me

that the reasons which make it almost imperative

upon lis to destroy tlie Mabdi's ])ower at Khai-toum

are not at present fidly grasped in Britain. 1

propose, therefore, to lay before your lordship some

of the couclusions which my experieuce of Egyjit

and the Soudan has led me to arrive at. The result

of that experience is, that I hold iu the strongest

possible manner, that both from a military and a

financial point of view, and also with regard to the

wellbeing of Egypt proper, the grownug power of

the Mahdi must be met, not l)y a purely defensive

policy on the frontier, whether at Assouau or Wady
Haifa, but by his overthrow iu the neighbourhood

of Khartoum. Iu fact, the programme enunciated

by the Prime Minister in the House of Commons,

and commuuicated to luc in your lordship's telegram

of the 7th February, must be carried out iu its

entirety.

"It is, I believe, the iutentiou of Her Majesty's

Government to maintain the British garrisons iu

Egypt tiU such time as this country is strong enough
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+0 stand by itself. Until then, we are bomul to

prevent its falling a prey to the Malidi, or any

other invader, and to take sneh steps as may be

necessary for the preservation of order and internal

tranquillity. As long as our troops remain in Egyi)t

we are responsible for its safety against external

attack and internal revolution. The task of de-

stroying the Mahdi's power and influence therefore

falls on us. "We can do this in two ways ; either

by pursuing our original plan of advancing and

destroying his x>ower in the neighbourhood of

Khartoum, or by adopting a purely defensive

attitude on the frontier of Egypt. The first is an

operation of which we can see the end. If adopted,

it would ensure the inhabitants of Egj^it, and many

of the frontier tribes being well disposed towards

us ; and if these tribes did not actually side with

us, they woidd certainly refrain from acts of

aggression and hostility. Many of the prepara-

tions also for this advance have already been made,

and much of the necessary expense has already been

incurred. The second course would result in a long

series of petty operations, almost certainly winding

up with a war as serious as that now before us ; it

Avould turn against us all the frontier tribes, would

unsettle the minds of the native Egyi)tians so much

that British garrisons in to^vns like Keneh and

Tauta, and others would become a necessity, and

would derive no benefit from—in fact, render abso-

lutely wasted— all the money that has been spent

and all the lives that have been lost in the cam-

paign just concluded. ... To sum up. The

struggle with the Mahdi, or rather perhaps with

Mahdism, must come sooner or later. We can

acceiit it now, and have done with it once and for

all, or we can allow all the military reputation we

have gained, at the cost of so much toil and hard

fighting, all the bloodshed and all the expenditure

of the past camiJaign, to go for nothing, and stem

the final struggle off for a few years. These will

be years of trouble and disturl)ance for Egypt, of

burden and strain to our military resources, and

tlie contest that will come in the end will lie no

less than that which is in front of us now.

" This is all we shall gain by a defensive policy.

In conclusion, I will only observe that I have in

this despatch carefully abstained from entering

upon general matters of policy, or of touching upon

the question which of the two courses is most

befitting to our national dignity and honoiir. To

do so would be beyond my province, and wei-e it

not woidd be hardly necessary. There can be but

little difference of opinion as to which line of

action is the more worthy of the British nation."

On the :3rd of May, Sir Evelyn

Baring informed Lord Granville that

the reports he received of the state of

Upper Egypt were very disquieting,

and he earnestly lioped that Govern-

ment would reconsider that portion of

their policy which related to the with-

drawal from Dongola, believing it would

be far the wisest plan to remain at and

about that city for six months, or

perhaps till the end of the year.

But we are somewhat anticij)ating

the current of events.

The movement to Khartoum was

still on the tapis in the middle of

April, when orders were issued to all

officers, non-commissioned officers, and

men of the Reserve Depot at Cairo, of

the Nile Expeditionary Force, to be in

readiness to join their respective corps.

In handing over the Egyptian army

to General Grenfell, Sir Evelyn Wood
wrote thus, in orders :

—

'• The Sirdar thanks most warmly the officers of

all ranks for the support ho has invariably received

from them in the difficult task in which they liave

been associated with him for two years. He be-

lieves that no body of British officers have ever

worked with more unremitting devotion to duty

;

and Sir Evelyn Wood knowing how much he is

indebted to their efforts for the measure of .success

now obtained, assures them he will ever remember

the aid received from each of his comrades."

After the Gymkana sports of the

Indian Contingent were over—sports

to witness which all in camp gathered

to see the tent-pegging and superb

riding of the Bengal Cavalry, on the

13th of April—General Graham ordered

a reconnaissance from'Kandoub to Otao,

where two wells were found. Those at

the former place proved to be full of
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or*^anic mattor, and tho water was unfit hostile to us, and wlio was veported to

for human consumption. l)i' at Ilaslioen with a larsjco armed

In view of a forward movement, all band,

the horses and eanu'Is were earefullv Ni'ar I )ol)eret, a eonvov of sheep and

inspected by till' veterinary ofTieers, and camels, guarded by lladtMidowas clad

were reported to !)(> in fNCt'llcnl licidtli : in the uiiiforni of the Mahdi, and <'//

SIR EVELYN BAKING.

but there were now at Suakira fifty-one

officers and men on the sick-list irre-

spective of the hundreds sent home in

medical charge. Mr. Brewster with a

party of friendly natives reconnoitred

in the direction of the AVady Otao

;

and on the following day, the 15th,

the Mounted Infantry advanced by the

the lower slope of the hills to capture,

if possible, Adam Saadoun, chief of

that portion of the Amaras which was

7-o/ife to Osman Digna, was captured

after a slight resistance ; and the

Mounted Infantry brought into camp

40 prisoners, including women and

children, 12 camels, and 500 sheep.

On the same day a large consign-

ment of railway plant, sufficient to

cover fifty miles, arrived from England,

for the extension of the Nile line

running between Wady Haifa and

Sarras to Farik ; and for the Berber-
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Suakim line, tluMV arrived, sonic tiiiic

after, twelve liuiulrecl plate-layers and

labimrers under Captain ConstaMe, from

I^ombay. in the Jutnun trans|)ort.

^^ean^vllile trans])ort carts, with hroad

wheels to Iravel oasilv over the sand,

were heing })repared at Ale\andi-ia.

tor the ex]">eeted new eani])aij4n in the

Soudan.

The stronij^th of the 1\L;-vptian reo-nlar

forees, now co-operatiuLT with ours south

of AVady Haifa, was l.V) ..Hirers, I^.O'JO

non-commissioned otlicers and nu'n.

rh(> Cavalrv was composed of 1
.")

otKcers and 31:7 men; the Artillery

of 1 I officers and 01 men, with 10

L,nins, 131) camels, and 3 1 horses. The

Infantry comprised 1 1 officers and

0,.j30 men; the Camel Corps () officers

and 125 camels.

The Times correspondent at Suakim,

under date the 15th April, Avrote, that

there was something " comic " in

the manner in which it was proposed

to open up communications with

()sman Digna. Not being able to

find him or discover precisely where

he w^as, " or get him to come to us

or at us b}^ terrestrial means or terres-

trial messengers, it w^as determined to

reach him throusch the air." Letters

were prepared b}^ General Graham and

Major Chermside, addressed to Osman,

inviting him and his fighting men to

come to terms. " The letters," he con-

tinues, " will be sent up in a balloon

and dropped at Tamai and Tamanieb.

Major Templar has charge of this

celestial post-office ; and it is hoped that

this experiment may at least draw some

reply from the strangely silent enemy."

Xothinii" luhl been st'en of the hitter

lor some time; but there was e\ery

reason to belie\'e tliat ()sm;in was

endeav(turini;' to re-muster his scattered

forces, and make good his threat ol

di'iving us into the sc;i. lie h;ul in-

vented man\' plansibh' ex|)hin:it i<Mis of

his past disasters, and w;is wont, by

tui-iis, b\- menace and cajolei'y to induce

t bet rilx'snien to r;ill\- i-ound his standard

once more. It was eonsiderc(l doubt fnl

at headiiuarters if he would succeed in

getting together more than a few hun-

dred fanatics, and even then, he would

have to lose no time in attacking

Graham's column, which commanded

all his facilities for obtaining food and

water.

It was proposed now that Handoub

should be the secondary base for opera-

tions.

The prisoners taken by the Mounted

Infantry were set free. Our people

offered to purchase their cattle and

sheep ; but on second thoughts it was

deemed more advisable to requisition the

whole for the Commissariat Department.

General Graham now completed his

arrangements for the formation of a

Camel Corps, on the pattern of that

wdiich Lord Wolseley had found so

useful elsewhere. The Royal Marines

contributed a captain and 30 men ; the

Berkshire Regiment, a subaltern and

40 men ; the East Surre)'- Regiment,

30 men ; and the Shropshire Regiment

an entire company of two officers and

93 men. It was the General's intention

to use this Camel Corps as a flying force,

concentratable at any point or moment,

when the railway was menaced.
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A captain of the Scots Griiarcls was

appointed to tlie command, according

to the Times, and it was confidently

hoped that this corps would be of

immense service in future operations,

which would be of a somewhat different

character to those that had marked

the campaign so far.

On the l(3th, the Scots Guards, one

squadron of Cavalry, with two mountain

guns, and a company of the Eoyal

Engineers, marched to Otao, and pro-

ceeded to construct a zeriba there. Al-

though a general feeling of doubt pre-

vailed as to whether the British

Government really intended to persevere

with the various works undertaken in

the Soudan, the military measures

showed no sign of abated energy.

On the following day a deserter from

Osman's camp was brought in by some

vedettes of the Bengal Lancers. Ac-

cording to his statement Osman had

only a hundred men with him, all in

want of food. The Indian camp fol-

lowers taken at Hasheen were in his

camp, where they were badly treated

and kept hard at work. One had a

hand struck off by order of Osman, who

resented his complaints of want of food.

It was also stated that the tribes were

broken in spirit by the heavy losses

they had sustained, and would, in most

instances, submit, could they be assured

of permanent protection ; but Osman
always pointed to the vessels in the

harbour, saying that the Infidels were

about to pursue their tactics of last

year, and deterred the tribes with

threats of the vengeance of the Mahdi.

The Canadian voyageurs having now

all returned home. Lord Wolseley ad-

dressed the following letter with refer-

ence to their services to the Marquis of

Lansdowne, the Governor-General of

Canada :

—

" Cairo, April 13.

My Lord,—The Canadiau voyageurs ^yho have

recently been employed with the Nile Expedition,

having now all returned to Canada, I am auKious to

express to your lordship my high sense of the ser-

vices they have rendered, and of tljo value they have

been to the Expeditionary Force. With a few ex-

ceptions they have been thoroughly competent

boatmen ; they worked exceedingly well. They

have undergone the hardships of this arduous cam-

paign witliout the slightest grumbling or dis-

content ; and they have, on many occasions, shown

not only great skill, bat also great courage in navi-

gating their boats through ditiicult and dangerous

water. I much regret that in so doing some of

them should have fallen victims to the dangers they

were attempting to overcome. The officers, and

especially Colonel Denisou, have shown much
energy and goodwill, and have proved themselves of

considerable value. I beg to asl: that your lordship

vnll have the goodness to convey the purport of this

letter, both to the officers and men of the Cauadicin

voyageurs and also to the authorities in Canada,

certain unfounded statements having appeared in

various papers, to the effect tliat their employment

has been attended with unsatisfactory results. I

desire to place on record, not only my own opinion,

but that of every officer connected with tlie direction

and management of the boat columns, that the

services of these vo} ageurs have been of the greatest

possible value, and, further, that their conduct

throughout has been excellent. They have earned

for themselves a high reputation among the troops

up the Nile. It was, moreover, a source of much

satisfaction to these troops to find the Canadians

represented on this expedition, antl sharing with

them their privations and risks. At a time when
English, Scottish, and Irish soldiers are employed,

the presence with them of Canadians shows in a

marked manner the bonds which unite all parts of

our great Empiie. In tlie advance up the Nile

next autumn, I propose to employ a considerably

larger number of voyageurs tlum that employed in

the past winter. Lastly, I am anxious to express

to your lordship personally, my sincere thanks

for the trouble you have taken with regard to the

engagement of these voyageurs, and all the other

arrangements connected with them."
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If anything were needed to convince

the troops that the proposed Expedition

to Khartoum was to be carried out in

its entirety it was the accounts of the

stern-wheel steamers which appeared

in the public prints about the middle of

April, as being in preparation for the

use of the force that was to " smash

up " the Mahdi, and avenge General

Gordon.

Though they struck many as

novelties, they had been familiar to

the Americans for fully thirty years,

as they used them on the smaller

tributaries of the Mississippi and else-

where. In the autumn of 1884, the

Messrs. Yarrow of Millwall were first

commissioned to build two stern-wheel

steamers, for the use of Lord Wolseley.

Being ordered late, they arrived after

the operations had actually begun.

One was bolted together at Alexandria,

the other was carried in portions by

steamer, railway, and nuggar to



THE STEliN-WHEEL STEAMERS. 13

Semneh, and there constructed. Both

the Water Lily and the Lotus, as they

were named, were of great use, and

found very fast. Complaints were

made that the vibration was too great,

and though considerable, it was thought

scarcely sufficient to justify the asser-

tion made by officers and seamen, " that

build others—two of 120 feet in length,

.23 feet beam, and 18 inches draught

;

and three of the same length and beam,

but armour-clad, and having a draught of

27 inches only when in fighting order.

They were inspected by Colonel J.

Alleyne of the Eoyal Artillery, who
served as a subaltern on the Red River

^jI^'tI^ -

^^^'-"

ENCAMPED AT OTAO.

it was impossible to sleep, eat, write,

or read on board of them."

Messrs. Yarrow urged, with justice,

that they could have constructed the

vessels so as to lessen this rough

vibration, if they had been allowed

slightly to modify their designs, es-

pecially if they had been informed that

their steamers were for the conveyance

occasionally of sick and wounded.

These two craft were 75 feet long by

18 feet beam, and only 18 inches of

draught when light. For the advance

to Khartoum Messrs. Yarrow began to

Expedition, in command of the seven-

pounder mountain guns, who had been

sent home in April to examine them,

together with Mr. Benbow, the engi-

neer, now popularly known in the

service as " the man who mended the

boiler," a service most inadequately

recognised.

The first five steamers were to be

used, as the Lotas and Water Lily had

been, in the transport of stores up the

Nile, and sick and wounded down.

The three fighting steamers were made

in floatable sections, so that riveting-
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11}) on the Nile would be avoidetl.

Tlie construction of tliese bouts was

very peculiar. 'IMie machinery was on

the main deck, protected by armour,

while everv part was accessibK' in a

moment if re])airs were needed. IMic

vessels were slu'ltered by a hurricane

deck IVom the rays ol' the sun, ami

upon it was a cool and couM'nient

saloon, with bunks lor the crew, while

invalids were to occupy cots and

stretchers. On this di'ck was also the

pilot-house, j)laced in American iashion,

and iriviniT a tine vit'w all round.

Each vessel was armed with two one-

inch four-barrelled Nordenfeldt guns

forward and two aft, so as to be able to

sweep the banks of the river with

streams of bullets ; while the powerful

rudders, three in number, would give

the most complete control over each

vessel, either in the narrow' passages of

the cataracts, or in the more perilous

straits between hidden rocks and sand-

banks, where the fullest command of

the vessel is often imperatively needful,

within the limit of a few inches.

A very ingenious apparatus, for dis-

covering the draught of the river ahead,

was invented by the Messrs. Yarrow.

This, in their own words, consisted of em-

ploying two poles about 50 feet long, at

the end of which were suspended tw^o

vertical iron rods, the bottom extremity

of which came about one foot below

the level of the boat itself. One pole

projected from the port side, the other

from the starboard. Attached to each

of these was a wire rope, which passed

on board and was connected with the

whistle on the boiler, and the gear was

so arranged that iiunuxliately thi>

indicator touched a hidilen rock or

sandbank the steam-whistle blew. This

j)lan. in the lii'st instance, drew the

})ilot s attention to the fact, and also

j)ointed to him on which sidi' ol the

vessel the rock oi- bank lay, and thus

warned him in what direction to steer.

" This," said the contractors, " is the

more im|)ortant, when it is borne in

mind, tliat the river Nile at some

periods of the year, is even worse in

opaqueness than the Thames."

Now these objections, wrote a corre-

spondent, present themselves to those

who know the Nile well. In the first

place, its banks are so shelving that

the rods will frequently prevent the

steamer from getting alongside a good

landing-place. Tn the second, the rods

would infallibly be broken, if the

steamer took the ground at full speed.

And in the third, the Nile when it is

muddy is deep, and when it is shallow

is clear enough for the pilot to see

from his perch aloft all that he needs

to know of surface indications, of

rapids, rocks, or sand-banks; and it was

feared that if all this gear, could not,

at will, be raised above the surface, it

might do quite as much harm as good,

when the advance began. One admir-

able appliance, afterwards to be added,

must be noticed.

This was a steam capstan on the main

deck, so fitted that the vessel could

haul herself up the rapids, either by

getting a rope ashore, or by laying-out

a stream-anchor, with the aid of the

Dongola swimmers. At the construc-

tion of these remarkable vessels, the men
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of Messrs. Yarrow worked in relays by

day and night. " It may seem to some

people," wrote a correspondent at this

time, " that we are spending a great

deal of money in this direction, when we

know that the campaign in the autumn

may, after all, be countermanded ; but

it might well be wished that no more

money were wasted than on these

steamers, for they will be needed, and

be most useful on the Nile for years

to come, even if there should be never

another shot fired between Wady Haifa

and Khartoum."

Mr. Brewster, a Scotsman in the

Egyptian Civil Service, and one of the

most distinguished Arabic scholars in

the country, on the 18th of April, with

a party of " Friendlies," pushed on to

Tambouk, which he found deserted,

while a preconcerted reconnaissance was

made by the 15th Sikhs from Suakim,

the Mounted Infantry and Australians

from Handoub, and the Scots Guards

from Otao, who scoured all the hills

beyond Hasheen, the three columns

meeting in the Deberet Valley ; but of

the enemy nothing was seen, save some

two hundred Arabs on camels makino"

off into the obscurity of the desert

about five miles away. Next day the

Scots Gruards proceeded to Tambouk,

the other two battalions of the Guards,

and the Second Brigade, also advancing

another stage.

Ever since Graham's expedition to

Tamai, Mahmoud (or Mahomet) AH,

sheikh of the friendly portion of the

Amara tribe, had urged the General to

allow him to make a raid or rush at

Tamanieb, and endeavour to capture

Osman Digna, whose following had

dwindled away again, and whose cir-

cumstances were desperate. General

Graham finally consented, and the old

sheikh, whose services and losses in the

British cause deserved all the confidence

that could be reposed in him, started

with seven hundred of his men on this

expedition, which proved a failure

;

while, on the verj?^ day he departed

from Suakim, a sensational report was

spread in the Bazaar that Osman had

fallen a victim to the growing dis-

affection of his men, and been slain

by some who rebelled against his

authority.

Every effort was now made to push

on the railway beyond Handoub, which

lies twelve miles from Suakim, while

Tambouk is twenty-five, as the crow

flies. On the same day of the recon-

naissance from Deberet, a messenger

came to General Graham with one of

the usual tantalising rumours that the

Amaras and other tribesmen, to the

number of 5,000 men, were willing to

join him and fight against Osman
Digna.

The reconnaissance of the 18th

showed the enemy that we could move

through their hilly districts, and by

marching from three different points

we covered a considerable amount of

country. The Scots Guards from Otao

marched for twenty miles over steep

hills without a man falling out. The

Australians marched fourteen miles

through a most difficult pass for nine

hours, the commanding officer conduct-

ing in an excellent manner, and only

one man fell out. The Sikhs from
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Suakim marched twenty miles at a bead ol" the railwav tlie Berkshire

swinging pace, only three men Tailing l{(>giment, llie Marines, and the

ont. Madras SappiTs ; at llan(h)\d) the

On the i'Jth, the Scots (Juards and a Colonial Contingent, the Shropshire

wing of tlie Coklstreams, with twt» and Surrey IJegiinents. a scpiadron ol'

])ieces of cannon, half a company of iianeers, half a company of Mounted

MR. HEXRY BENBOW, K.N.

Engineer>. and half a conipan}' of

Mounted Infantry, adyanced to Tam-

bouk, without meeting with any oppo-

sition.

" On Tuesday next (April 21st) the

following will be the position of the

troops," wrote the Standard correspond-

ent :

—
" Those enumerated above will be

at Tambouk ; at Otao there will be half

a battalion of the Coldstreams with two

guns, half a company of Engineers, and

a company of ]\rounted Infantry ; at the

Infantr}', four guns, and a company of

Engineers. The remainder of the

force will be at Suakim, whence it will

adyance on Wednesday morning with

General Grraham and staff to Handoub,

where it will remain for some time.

The 17th Bengal Natiye Infantry

Regiment will guard Suakim. General

Graham and staff will proceed to Tam-

bouk to-morrow, and return to Suakim

in the evening."

Early in April, the Iberia transport,
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Captain Shannon, belonging to the

Orient Company, which left Snakim

with wounded, came into Portsmouth

Harbour. She had a good passage,

during which her wounded and in-

valided passengers, for the most part.

transport, were buried at sea. There

were few invalids on board the Iberia,

but most of them were suffering from

gunshot wounds, and curiously enough,

a large proportion of these were in the

back—the result of fighting in a square,

riaVATE OF THE GUARDS COMPANY OF MOVNTED INFANTRY.

made good progress. A private of

the Berkshire Eegiment died from

dysentery, and two of the Guards and

one of the Commissariat died from

gunshot wounds. Private Ellis of the

Eoyal Engineers also succumbed during

the voyage ; he was so terribly mangled

by spear thrusts and gunshot wounds

that it was astonishing he lived to

reach the ship. All these poor fellows,

like many others with each returning

99

nil sides of which were assailed at

once.

These men had formed 23art of General

Graham's division, and received their

wounds either at Hasheen on the .•20th

of March, or McNeill's zeriba on the

.:2.2nd, or as members of the convoy on

the :24th. The ofiicers who returned

in the Ibci-ia were Colonel Gildea,

Assistant - (Quartermaster - General (to

General McNeill), who came on board
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invalided; Captain Sir lu.dnoy IJiddell. troops t^rood. and no appearance of the

])aymaster of tlie DOtli lieij^inient, in- enemy. 'I'hat i^ivat essential, water,

valided ; ^Major Robertson. 5Hli BenLCal was abundant at Otao ; bnt at Tanibouk,

Lancers, with a spear wonnd in the leiif : only six hundred ^aUons a day could

Captain the Hon. X. C. I)alryn4)le. of be L^ot from the wells, where it was

the Scots Guards, whose shouldt'r-bla(h' found to be live b'ct lower than hist

was sma.shed in the eni^Mixenient of the yeai'. and (lie borinj^- was arrested by

.0 Ith. while aetini^: as lirii2:ade .M;ijor of rock at a depth ten (»f feet, iieyond dry

the (iuards; Lieutenant (lunn, K*.X., water-courses he found the country to

invalided; Lieutenant th(> lltui. Alan ]tr(\sent few obstacles to the line of

(."harteris, Coldstream (iuards, with a railway.

s])ear wound; and many more. A'ear 'r;iml)ouk he found a very deep

Three men had I'aeh lost a Icl^- and water-course with banks at least twenty

two were minus an arm. '' In one feet hi<;"h. The bed of the valh'y was

hammock lay a man of the lUth 13erk- Hat, covered with loose rocks and bush,

shire, watched over by two nurses, and, with occasional high clitVs, round the

under their kindly inllueuce, he looked base of which the rail could wind ; but

forward without dread to having- a leg beyond Tambouk the line would enter

amputated to stop the ha:morrhage from among wild hills, where there was not

his wounds. Here was to be seen a a drop of water to be found for fully

hciid bandaged ; tliere an arm in a twenty miles ; thus a further advance

sling ; elsewhere a man walking slowly was, for the time, postponed. But now
about the deck assisted b}- his sick the Arabs in the country north of

comrades." Most of the men were Suakim, hearing of the reverses suffered

confined to their hammocks, and all by Osman Digna, and fearing to be

were in the best of spirits to see their cut off by these successive advances of

native shore again, and anxious to get the British troops, moved south\vard,

to Xetley Hospital. Several suffered and four hundred of them were seen

from d3'sentery and sunstroke, but with moving westward of our works at

the exception of one fatal case, they all Tamanieb, to rejoin the force hovering

made satisfactory progress. among the hills near that place.

On the .2()th General Graham re- Mahomet Ali with his friendlyArabs

ported to the AVar Office, that he had was still out among the hills; but

visited Tambouk in the Hadendowa the presence of the tribes in some force

country, a ])ost held by General Fre- now, in the Deberet Valley, rendered

mantle, with the Scots Guards, two it very doubtful whether he would be

screw guns and a company of Engi- able to achieve the coup de main he

neers, while Otao was held by the projected for the capture of Osman
Coldstream Guards, with one company Digna; indeed we need scarcely say

of Mounted Infantry. He found both that it proved a failure,

positions strong ; the health of the " I arrived here [at Handoub] early
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from Suakim," wrote the correspondent protection in the future. " The best

oitheDaii^C/iroj/icle. " Whilst gallop- possible reply to them," wrote the

ing along during the night, I met some /Sfcaidard, " would be to hoist the

Amaras, who were coming from the British liag over Suakim. This would

opposite direction. At first sight their be equivalent to the presence of two

intentions appeared doubtful, and I had brigades at Suakim. In any case it is

already seized my revolver, when my imperative that the Government should

servant pronounced them to be friendly, arrive at a decision, as otherwise the

and they shortly afterwards disappeared fruits of the campaign will certainly

in the direction of Suakim, whence I be lost. Unless all results are to be

had come. On arrival here, I found abandoned, a considerable force will

some little stir, as a body of rebels had have to be retained here throughout

been seen near the railway. Beyond the summer."

this, however, nothing was certain; Lord Wolseley still seemed to ex-

but an extra guard was placed on pect an advance to Khartoum, for

duty against a j^ossible surprise. Sj^ies when passing through Wady Haifa,

report that Mohammed Ali is among towards the end of April, he spoke in

the hills, treating with various tribes most decided terms against the adop-

for the capture of Osman Digna. His tion of the Suakim route, and declared

success, however, is dubious. The his intention to return by the way of

friendlies state that Osman is again at the Nile when he resumed the com-

Taniai with 500 followers, and eager to mand in July.

fiice us again. The railway works are The subject of defective cartridges

proceeding briskly, and the track is and stores now cropped up again, when
already nearing Otao ; but Tambouk, on the 20tli April it was stated in

the next station, has been found to con- Parliament that the troops in some

tain only a poor supply of water. As parts of the Soudan " were without

this is the case, the troops at present clothes, except the rags of what they

there will be withdrawn to Otao again, had started in," and that the newspaper

as the work of sending daily convoys and parcel posts had been stopped,

has been found too great a strain upon and thus they would get nothing sent

the transport. Once, however, the to them.

railway links the two places, all dith- To this the Marquis of Hartington

culty as to supplies will at once dis- replied that the Ministry had not

appear." received any account showing that an

Mr. Brewster, who served as Chief of extraordinary amount of suffering pre-

the Intelligence Department, came to vailed among the troops on the Nile,

headquarters to urge the necessity of All arrangements for their accommo-

giving some definite reply to those dation had been made locally. Large

wavering, but would-be friendly tribes, supplies of clothing and other requi-

who sought some guarantee for their sites had been sent out, but it would
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be impossible to stati' liow far the and lnvaks in the nu'ii's pouches wheit

means of transport at the disposal it is carried h>ose, as it must be. If

of the military authorities in Eii'\ |>t kept well <jfreased it does not jam ; but

enabled the troo])s to reap the ad- this is not alwaNs j)ossil)le in such a

^•antaire of them. The subject tlien climate as the Soudan.

di"op])ed. The i^rneral opinion \\as that the

Inquiries instituted at Suakin\ re- case should be "solid drawn,'" thus

SENTKY or THE GREXABIER GUARLS.

garding the occasional jamming of tlie

Martini-Henry rifle resulted in ""tlie

conclusion that the desert sand was

not so much the cause of it as the

defective manufacture of the cartridge

metal, which was reported to be alto-

gether " too thin and papery," and in

too man}- pieces. "When the charge is

iircd the metal expands, and thus jams

in the chamber ; while the case of the

cartridge is so thin, that it often bends

obviating the necessity for so many

component parts. The cartridge was

regarded as a theoretical one, which

failed in active service and left the

soldier defenceless. In fact, wrote the

correspondent of the Times, the ofHcers

and non-commissioned officers have had

to emplo}^ themselves in action, in

driving out the jammed cases with

the cleaning-rod ; but this is not long

enough until a piece called the " jag
''
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is screwed on, and, when this is done, useless, and this occurred under the

the rod cannot be returned. A man enemy's fire—the British soldier being

cannot in action use the rod, but must supplied with cheaper ammunition than

lie down or pass the rifle to another, the Soudanese ! The men threw them

and the delay and danger of such an

operation, especially in close fighting,

must always be serious.

The colonel of one of the regiments

most hotly engaged in the critical

battle of the 22nd March stated that

some of his men's rifles were jammed
at the very first shot and rendered

away, and took u]) the rifles of their dead

or wounded comrades. The sand, in the

Colonel's opinion, had nothing what-

ever to do with the jamming, as the

whole of the rifles were inspected, the

same morning, and were seen to be in

perfect order. With the rifle itself no

fault was found ; it was voted a perfect
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weapon, the deadly rtlieiency ot" which

was at once ])rovc'd hv tlic tcrritir

shiuijhter at McNeill's zcriba. It was

also mentioned aufain that the bav«>-

nets did not all stand the work which

liad to he done, as alter the i)attlt'

many were lound heiit. twisti'd, and

useless. Another lesson taus^ht by this

eain])aii^n was the absurdity of arinin<^

mounted infantry with loui;- rillcs,

which are unsuitabh' to saddh' work

in a dense bush, and for which a

repeating carbine should have been

sul)stituted.

At this very time, when orders were

issued to test the swords of the ~nd

Dragoon Guards and 7th Hussars at

Aldershot, more than one half were

found nnfit for use even after recruit

drill. " The lives of our soldiers are

precious,'" wrote a correspondent with

reference to these matters ;
" they

surely run sufficient risks, and it is

villainous and unpatriotic that these

risks should be greatly multiplied by

sending them to light with cheap,

defective weapons, through the over-

sight or connivance of stay-at-home

officials."

The disclosures of the gross defects

of the rifle cartridges in the Soudan

brought about, in September, lS85,~'an

important change in the construction

of the ammunition for that weapon.

It was then decided that the compli-

cated wrapping of the thin sheet brass

was to be used no longer, and that

drawn brass tubes be substituted. The

advantages of the change were obvious,

says the Army and Navy Gazette. The

new form of covering is often described

as a "solid-drawn tube," but it is, of

course, a j)aradox to call any tube solid.

On the .O.Ond of Apiil the startling

news came to Suakini t)!" ^Ir. ({lad-

stone's statement, that, after all tlie

toil, sulVering, blood, and treasure

wasted in the Soudan, further opera-

tions there were to be suspended. IJut

the tidings were certaiidy welcomed by

many, as the prospect of an indcdiuitc

occupation of the seaport, without any

tangible jnirpose, and unrelieved by

the excitement of actual warfare, was

almost universally distasteful, and the

ell'ects of the daily increasing heat were

beginning to be severely felt.

The hope that some improvement in

this respect might prevail as soon as

the advanced condition of the railway

would allow the troops to encamp in

the hilly regions, had not as yet been

realised. The heat in the enclosed

^•alleys of Tambouk and ( )tao was

greater even than at Suakim, 105'^

having been registered as a day tem-

perature under canvas. Sickness, in

consequence, began to increase ; and,

though hitherto the general health of

the troops had not been satisfactory,

they had to reckon on a further in-

crease of some twenty degrees in the

temperature during the summer months.

Under these circumstances, which

tell upon the morale of troops not less

than their physique, the chance of

those impending events which might

draw the forces to a scene of more

stirring warfare, evoked the greatest

enthusiasm, and nothing Avas spoken

of in camp but battles on the Afghan

frontier.
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" One of the most satisfactory fea-

tures of the Eastern Soudan campaign

of 1885," wrote the correspondent of

the Standard at this time, " has been

the great improvement in the Transport,

Commissariat, and Medical Departments

since 1882. The praise ah-eady given

in mA' teleOTams to the Naval Trans-

port, imder Captain Fellovves, is equally

due to the Land Transport, under

Colonels Walton and liobertson and

Captain Decasson, upon which the

most severe demands have been made,

more especially in the matter of water

convoys. The above officers were ably

assisted by Lieutenant Bayley, especi-

ally detailed from the Indian Army, and

by the Hon. Gruy Dawnay, Member of

Parliament for the North Riding of

Yorkshire, who has now returned to

England. The Commissariat, not-

withstanding the difficulties thrown

in their way by perpetual changes at

headquarters, have supplied the enor-

mous requirements of the Expedition

with hardly a hitch. With regard to

the medical service, I cannot do better

than quote the words of a distinguished

professor who came out specially to

study surgical cases. He said :
—

' I

have never seen, and still less did I

expect to see, such perfect arrange-

ments, whether at the base or in the

field.' The censorship of the Press

unhappily prevents my mentioning

some quarters in which praise is not

equally applicable."

The Cavalry remounts committee

now ceased to purchase horses ; but

Major Hutton was ordered to Beyrout,

with instructions to proceed to Con-

stantinople, if necessary, with letters

from Sir Evel3^n Baring, to facilitate

the export of two hundred and fifty

horses recently purchased, but which

the Turkish authorities would not allow

to leave Syria ; and meanwhile, as

General Graham had not received any

fresh instructions from tlie War Office

he continued the construction of the

railway, and also made preparations for

an advance with the Camel Corps to

Es Sibil, nearly fifty miles from Suakim.

The excitement prevailing there

received a new impetus wlien it was

announced that another French trans-

port had arrived in the Suez Canal.

These two had two thousand French

troops on board. Their orders were

not clearly known ; but they stayed a

week in the canal, followed and closely

watched by the British Ironclad, In-

vincible, whose sealed orders, it was
believed, were to prevent the landing

of these French troops, anywhere in

Egypt. Unless in connection with the

Bosphore Ef/j/pfien incident, it is diffi-

cult to know what brought them into

the Canal.

Notwithstanding Mr. Gladstone's

statement, the stores for the railway

continued to arrive fast. By the

22nd of April, the harbour authorities,

work as they might, found it utterly

impossible, with the small landing-

place, to keep pace with the arrival of

stores from Britain ; and at that date,

no less than twenty ships, all laden with

the railway plant, were awaiting their

turn to unload.

After a little interval of quiet, the

enemy began to reappear once more,
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and caused a thrill (•! t.'\cit(Mnoiit to tliriv was onl}' ono [)o:<i:, known as

]i('r\aile tlir nuaiotoiiN- of caiiij) lift* at "Station No. I,"' where, as stated, a

Tanibouk, Otao, and Ilandouh. 1 •ay, blocklu)Use and whhxUmi lowei' had heen

then, passed alter dav. under a M'oii'h- ])uil<. Tlieri', Lieutenant I lanL^'ard, of

in*,'- sun, without anv incident more tlie Kinj^fs (^Shropshire) Light Inian-

interesting- tlian tiie arn\al ami depar- try.witli lliii-(y nu'M,lI\t' of whom were

liEYKOUT.

ture of convoys ; but the Scots Guards,

in their advanced post atTambouk, had

the hardest time of it, owing- to the

scarcity of water. Only six gallons

for twent3'-four hours, were yielded

by the wells, though, of course, the

conY03's from Otao kept the garrison

supplied with condensed water from

Suakim.

Betw^een the town and Handoub

Lancers, for scouting, was placed in a

small but strong zeriba.

On two successive mornings parties

of the enemy, on foot and on camels,

were observed skirting the mountains

in the direction of Deberet, where

recently a l^rief reconnaissance had been

made. Haggard's little detachment

remained under arms the entire night

;

for as darkness closed in, the peculiar
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signal whistle of the Hadendowas,

which resembles the shrill cry of a bird,

was heard in the bush all round the

zeriba; but no attack was made, though

it seemed likely enough that Osman's

fanatics had made up their minds to

dan, the line was pushed vigorously on,

and there were no signs of an approach-

ing retreat. A body of Hadendowas,

were now reported to be in arms

among the hills, two miles distant

from Tambouk, where the new Camel

MEETIXG OF GENEllAL GRAHAM AND THE FlUENDLY AMARAS, VNDER MAHOMET ALT, AT OTAO.

measure strength with us once more ;

either b}^ falling headlong on us, when

the next step forward was taken, or by

attacking the convoys.

Six new wells were now dug by the

troops at Otao ; and a platform a hun-

dred 3^ards in length was constructed

for the discharge of supplies arriving

by railway, and in spite of the telegrams

received, announcing the intention of

our Government to abandon the Sou-

Corps arrived at midday on the 23rd

of April.

On the following morning General

Graham with his staff rode to Tam-

bouk, to inspect the position, and

returned to Suakim by train from

Handoub, while a force of six hundred

of the Camel Corps, fifty Mounted

Infantry, and two hundred of Mahomet
All's friendly Arabs, marched from

Tambouk to Es Sibil ; but they returned

100
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the same evening', as Malioniet, wlio OnU-r issued at tliis time:—" Tlic

had a private leiul witli the clurt' slu'ikh ( iciicial (^llicer eoimnandini;- in lO^'vpt

of that ])hK'e, declinctl to remain there has drawn attention to the inoivlinate

during' tlie ni^lit with sd small a loree. nnml>er of ne\vs]>apers whieh lia\'e been

On the preceding- nii^-ht scM'ral ritle sent out I'm- the use of the Nile l*]x-

shots—one account sa\s tort\ -were peditionar\' l'\»ree, man\ ol which liave

fired inte> Tambouk, hut did no chimaL:*'. to be detaineil at W^idv 1 lalfa, owing-

(hi tlie Oltli a l)a]hH)n was sent up to the dillicult)' of transport u]) tlie

at Anibuk. with sonu' Irieudlv Arabs iSikv lie advises the iriends of

in the ear. Thex' had a gitod \ iew of ollieers and soldiers in the Sou(hin to

the eountrv lor lilteen miles around, restrict the newsi)apers to a limited

but saw oulv a tew stragglers of tln^ number of weekly papers, llerenuirks

enemy mounted on camels. The main that a large (piantity of daily papers,

camp of the Scots (inards beyond the I'rom their bulk and weight, interferes

Wells of Tambouk was a strong posi- with the delivery of parcels, the quick

tion at the foot of high hills; three of transport of which is of far more im-

these were occuj)ied with screw g-uns. portance. The General ollicer also

The camp was girt by a zeriba, and the recommends that parcels should be

great stones that encumbered the adja- ])acked in boxes of tin or \voocl, se^vn

cent ground, and might aiVord cover up in strong sheeting, and very legibly

to the enemy, were all cleared away to directed, in order to ensure their safe

form roads and camp surroundings. delivery at their destination."

Almost ever}- night now parties of The laying down of water pipes

Osman's men came down from the hills along the raihvay line was now aban-

and harassed the advanced camps. To doned, and a great stir was caused in

check this, on the night of the 2oth, camp by the receipt of instructions

Colonel A. H. Paget, of the Scots from London directing the Eoyal

Guards, with twent}' picked men of Marines, wdio had been serving under

that corps, went out and lay in ambush General Graham, to return to Eng-

on a hill a thousand 3'ards due south land with the least possible delay, there

of Tambouk, from whence the enemy to be transferred to various vessels

had fired on the preceding night ; but, ordered for foreign service ; and so

greatly to their disappointment, none peremptory were these instructions,

of the Arabs appeared. The whole that the Marines were embarked on

force in Tambouk had orders to be in the following day on board the trans-

readiness to fall back on a three hours' port Australia, which sailed on the

notice. More firing on Tambouk and .29th, on the night of which the Arabs

Otao ensued on the night of the .27th. again opened a fire on the camp at

In reference to the alleged inter- Otao, and the railway was now ordered

ference with the newspaper and parcel not to be continued beyond that point

post, we may here quote a General till further instructions were given.
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On that night also the Arabs scooped

the sand from under the sleepers of

the railway at Handouh and set them

on fire.

These were Hadendowas from Ha-

sheen, who also burned a large pile of

sleepers near the line, and carried off

some telegraph wires and a quantity

of other material.

Their fire into the camp at Otao

wounded three of the Coldstream

Guards and several camp-followers,

but was responded to by a rifle fire,

a few rockets, and shells from the

screw o'uns. And next mornino-, at

half-past eight, a body of Hadendowas

opened fire upon the camp at Tam-
bouk, but at 2,000 yards, consequently

it was quite harmless, and a dread of

our screw guns prevented them from

lessening the range. About the same

time some more of these restless Ha-
dendowas—encouraged, no doubt, by

rumours of the approaching retreat of

the British troops—assisted by Egyp-

tian convicts who had made their

escape to Osman Digna—cut the tele-

graph wires and destroyed the metals

in several places between Handoub
and Suakim ; while spies brought the

information that 300 of them had

solemnly sworn on the Koran to rush

one of our positions, cut off a convoy,

or do something equally desperate.

On the 30th the Cavalry and

Mounted Infantry issued from Han-
doub, and rode six miles up the

Hasheen Valley to Theroubat, where

it was known that the rebels had been

in hundreds that morning ; but they

had dispersed before our troojDS reached

the spot. The same force, together with

the Camel Corps and Mahomet All's

Amaras, made a reconnaissance as far

as Es Sibil, of which nothing came,

though a belief was prevalent that

they might capture Osman Digna alive

or dead.

From Major Templar's balloon a

look-out was kept above Tambouk,

with a small pilot balloon in a higher

current of air ; and two " friendlies,"

who were taken up as " a treat " in the

former, came down very sea-sick, to

the amusement of the soldiers in camp.

The temperature at six o'clock in

the morning then averaged 03°
; at

noon 92^ to 102^^ under a double tent;

and night and day the limelight of the

heliograph sparkled from the tops of

the fortified hills over the zeribas, to

the terror and bewilderment of the

hovering Arabs.

Some mining engineers, who were

officers of the Australian contingent,

found, when experimentally blasting a

reef of rock two miles from Tambouk,

a promising quantity of copper ore.

On the 30th, with a view to check

the annoyance caused by the night

attacks of small bodies of rebels, a

portion of the 70th Txegiment marched

out of Handoub in the afternoon and

posted themselves in ambush, and the

expectation that they would renew

their attempts to injure the line was

justified by events.

About dusk some 200 Arabs passed

in a body right along the front of our

ambushed men, who opened a rattling-

fire on them. So scared were they

by this unexpected reception, that
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tht'\- made no attempt to return the liam liail reeeived fn)m ijord AVulseley

lire, but lied across the hills. Our a lt>n^- despateh containin*:!^ details in

men fired earefullv, and I'vidently with eonneeiion witli tlie embarkation ol'

i-fteet, ior numrrou^ i;outs ol Mood tlie troops at Suakiiii.

were seen when dav l>roke, indieating The eonvoys to tiu- advanciMl posts

YOUXG WIl'E OF FELLAH.

that several of the enemy had been

hit ; but, as usual, they had succeeded

in carrvinCT ofi" their killed and

wounded. The men of the 70th were

in excellent spirits with the success

of their manoeuvre in meeting^ the

wily enemy with their own tactics.

Two days before this General Gra-

were more amply protected now, as,

under Osman Digna's renewed threats,

in the face of the vow sworn by 1200

of his fanatics on the Koran, the

General could not entrust 300 camels

e}f route to the escort of half a s(juadron

of cavalry, as he had been doing- lately.

" Although there seems to be little



CHAMBER IN THE MUgAFFIR KHANA, CAIRO, IN WHICH THE EX-KHEDIYE,

ISMAIL VASVA, WAS BORN.
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doubt," wroto u correspoiuU'iit at this iinj)R'ssion is, tiiat tilli'i'ii ov twriity

time, "that Osniaii l)iL,nia sullrnd a iiiiU's of rail\va\, ciKliiii^- aliruptlv in

far moiv serious k>ss than \vi' knew nl" llic ih'srrt, will 1k' an atliiiiral)K' iy\'>o of

at the tinu' in the viet(UT of tiic .O.Oud l>ri(ain"s past |)()lic\- towards ilie Son-

of ^larch, which was iiallantlv snatehcd (hm. 1 )i>ui)tlcss ( )siiian hi^na and

from tlie jaws of defeat by the British Sheikh Tahfr. t he religious lioad (if the

j)rivate soldiers, and tliat he is too inNUi'rfct ion, and that scoundicl Saa-

erij)})led for further serious attack, it doun, will so |ir«H'laiin it, and wiicn we

is certain tliat lu' is now sullicicnt l\' re- rctu-e will jirocccd to ^iN'e the Suakini-

eovered to renew his liarassiuij^ tactics. ese another li\cl\' sunimei", 1)\' coming

Definite news rei^'ardinn' tlie innni- down to the harbotu" and lirniL:,- into

nence of a war with I'ussia was now tln-ir windows ni^htlw iM i\ W yllii;

cai^erlv awaited by all our army in the \\ ill lunc another bullet-liole to show

Soudan, and a feelinn- of relief and in his side-board, and M. Marquet, tlie

enthusiasm pervaded all ranks at the I'rencli Consul, will again barricade his

]>rospect of more active and worthy bed on tlie house-toj). Then in the

service; and in every tent and hut, autunm, Jiritain, or some other power,

Cyprus, Gallipoli, Smyrna, and India will have to begin again to stem the

were discussed as the possible destina- tide, which has not lost much of its

tion of the force, which would nn- strength through any effort ol" ours

doubtedly have formed the nucleus of a during the past six weeks." This view

fine lighting army. In such specu- of the situation was strongly flavoured

lations as these many a weary hour with pessimism, as this narrative has

was whiled away pleasantl}'' enough. already shown, and subsequent events

At Suakim the proposed abandon- abundantly confirmed,

ment of work upon the railway to Ber- In his despatch of the 30th May, to

ber and the return of the several Lord AV^olseley, Sir Gerald Graham

hundred coolies who arrived in the refers thus to the occurrences at Suakim

Jumna, puzzled and bewildered the in April :

—

column of Sir Gerald Graham ; but not " Looking upon all these operations

more so, perhaps, than many other merely as trying the qualities of the

remarkable occurrences during that troops, it cannot be denied that they

most singular campaign. " In existing w^ere severe tests, and that no troops

circumstances," wrote a correspondent, could have stood them better. The
" the line, as it is at present being con- harassing night alarms, with enemies

structed, could hardly reach Berber having all the stealthy cunning and

within two years. As there has been, ferocity of wild beasts prowling about

and can be, no satisfactory declaration in their midst, only served to increase

of our policy to the tribes through the vigilance of the men in outpost

whose country the rail must pass, if we duties, and while teaching caution,

reall}^ intend to lay it all, the general made them more eager to meet their
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enemy in fair tiylit. The long marches

and toilsome convoy duties under

a tropical sun ; the repulse of the

enemies' sudden charges in the bush

;

the toilsome ten nights' watch in the

zeriba, amid the carnao-e of a battle-

field, are achievements of which, any

troops may be proud. As an instance

of the high spirit that animated the

whole force, I may mention, that the

1st Battalion of the Berkshire Regi-

ment, who bore so glorious a share in

defeating the enemy's sudden and

desperate onslaught of March 22nd,

continued to form part of the garrison

of the zeriba until the final advance,

and though suffering great hardship,

declined to be relieved.

" During the progress of the rail-

way,'' continued the General, " the

troops were not annoyed by the enemy

beyond desultory firing at night, and

some attempts to injure the telegraph

and railway. They had, however, heavy

duties to perform in clearing the bush,

and the heat continued to increase.

Although the enemy was now cowed,

full preparations had to be made to

meet any attempts to interrupt the

progress of the railway ; and successful

reconnaissances were directed in advance,

and also into the neighbouring valleys,

to clear them of Arabs, who, according

to the information received, were collect-

ing for the purpose of harassing our

line of communication. The troops

who took part in these reconnaissances

showed great spirit and powers of

endurance. On one occasion the 2nd

Battalion of the Scots Guards marched

a distance of nearly twenty miles, over

rough mountain passes, without a man
falling out. The 1 5th Sikhs on several

occasions displayed their splendid

marching powers, and at the surprise

of, and attack on, Mohammed Adam
Saadoun, in the Tiiakool Valley, the

Camel Corps and Mounted Infantry

marched all niglit, dismounted at day-

break, came fresh into action, and then,

after climbing steep hills in pursuit of

the enemy, they returned to camp,

having made a march of over forty

miles, half of which had been under a

hot sun. This was done without a

loss from over fatigue.

" Not only did the troops cheerfully

undergo the strain put upon them by
their heavy duties in such a climate,

but they readily responded to any call

on them for extra duty, especially for

any service involving some chance of

adventure. A^olunteers were easily

obtainable for night ambuscades on

the railway or for service in the

armoured train ; and the Camel Corps

was to a great extent manned by
volunteers. Before the great heat

came, men also volunteered for work

on the railway."

Lord Wolsele^^'s generous tribute to

the gallant behaviour of the British

soldiers in the Soudan war was cer-

tainly richly merited by these brave

men. This History will have been

written in vain if the autlior has not

succeeded in demonstrating that the

qualities of perseverance, patience, and

pluck, were evinced to a very high

degree by our troops.
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1>« l«:iituio of tlif Miulir of Dongula fur Cairo—The British Cami) at Dongola—The ^lahdi in JJilliciiltio.s —
Tlio New ^Mahdi—The Suez Canal—The Zcbchr Pasha Coutiovcrsy—The Mission of Piinco Hassan—Tlic

liosphore Egypt ten—The French Flag hauled down.

( >N the 3rd of April, our ally, the toum reached Merawi, Avith tidings

^Iiidir, accompanied b}- his harem, that a portion of the Kordofan army

household, and personal staff, left Don- had left the Mahdi and set out on their

gola at sunset for Cairo, and many return home, stating that tliey had been

assembled to bid him farewell, believing a sufficient time under arms, and that

that, under the pressure of British in capturing the city tlie object of the

influence, he was about to be super- campaign had been achieved. The

seded. There was no demonstration of Mahdi pursued them with a body of

any kind, except by an old woman, troops, but was defeated by their leader,

who threw dust at him as he was pass- Abdul Hamed Wahid Essawad, after

ing. The Coptish Christians regarded heavy fighting, near El Obeid. Yet he

his departure with delight ; but the announced that he would attack Don-

Arabs, jealous of his alliance with us, gola, in three months, after the feast

were inditlereut about it, and a petition of Eamadan.

drawn up in the form of a testimonial. The health of the troops in Greneral

testifying to his lo^'alty, influence, and Dormer's camp was then good, the sick

the respect he commanded, proved a having much improved since leaving

comj^lete failure. The Vakeel performed Korti. The camp was strongly guarded,

his duties in his absence. with a line of out-jDickets established

Next day some deserters from Khar- on hills that rose on both its flanks.
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Tlie Hassaniyeh tribe round iM-rti were

still actively hostile.

Oti t1ic 7th of Aj)ril news rnmo fnnn

Abu (iusi, statiiii,'' that a bi-i>k slaxc

trade was carried ou i'roni the j)i-i)viii('e

of KonUvfau ; hut tlie trath'rs carefully

avoided the vicinity of every station

occupied by British trooj)s ; and on the

same day tlic foUowiui^ proelauuition,

from Constantinoj)le, rcij^ardini,'' the

Mahdi, was circulated at Don^-ola and

elsewhere :
—

"CoNSTANTINOPhE. April 7.

" Tilt' false Malidi liavinjj actod liiilicrto in .i

inaiiiier contrary fo tlic priiicijilos of Islamisiii, aiitl

cunsiHjuoiitly in opimsition to the elevated ideas and

ooiieiliatory views of his Majesty the S\dtan, it is

not impossible tliat lie may have carried Iiis

aiidaeity and seditious spirit so far as to issue a

fresh incendiary proclamation ajjainst the Ottoman

douiination.

" Tlio existence of such a jiroclamation is. how-

ever, doubted, as nothing is known of it by the

authorities of the Hedjaz or Yemen, whom the Arab
pojiulation, in their fidelity to the Imperial (Jovern-

ment, never fail to keep informed of the acts of this

impostor.

" However this may 1m\ there is no doui)t that the

Arabs, in all the regions of the Empire inlial)ited

by that race, sliow their devotion to the Imperial

throne and the Caliphate by constantly sending

deputations to Constantinople; and that the Arabs,

oquall}- with all other Mussulmans, will treat this

new appeal made by fanaticism and barbarism with

the same jirofoiind contempt as prcA'ious incitements

of a similar character.

' The proclamation in question, therefore, will

produce no effect on the minds of the Mussulman
population, who regard the Soudanese agitator as

notliing but an impostor and a roblier chief of the

worst kind."'

On the l;ith deserters reported that

the rebels had left Berti and retreated

to Berber, while those that were in

jMetemneh, under an Emir, had been

withdrawn to Khartoum ; and large

numbers of Bishareen iVrabs, who had

joined (^snian Digna, had receivcMl such

severe lessons in their conlliets with the

British iroops, that they had left his

count r\ with their families a ntl ret reati'd

tt) l>el"l>er.

" \\'e are leading" an nneventful life

hi're," wrote the coi-respondei\t of tlie

D(ii/i/ Clironiclr, from Dongola, under

date th(> .-^Oth of Ai)ril ; "but th.m-h

we ha\"e very little in the wa\' of excite-

ment, we have 1)\ no means settled

down to the dull iiioiu)ton3^ of hot

weather in the Soudan. ^Thei-e is still

hut-building going on, and news tele-

grams, es})ecially just now, furnish

to])ics of conversation which help to

make us forget our surroundings.

Most of the troops are in huts. The

19th Hussars are still in tents ; but

they were the last to arrive at Dongola,

and consequentl}'' are behind the others

in hut-making. The general plan of

the huts is twenty feet by forty, with

two or more doors, and they are about

eight feet high. A framework of up-

rights and crosspieces is first made, and

over all this are lashed mats of dhurra

stalks, which are made by the natives.

Two layers of mats afford an ample

protection against the sun, and serve

to keep out the dust, whilst a mud wall,

about a foot or eighteen inches high,

keeps the dust from being blown in at

the bottom. One of these huts bold

from fifteen to twenty men. The

officers' pattern is a long hut divided

into three compartments—one for each

officer, twelve feet by twelve feet."

Dongola proved to be the best of

the summer stations on the Nile.

There were more provisions obtain-
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able there than at others, such as milk,

butter, and eggs, though all of an

inferior quality, and very dear. There

were also plenty of vegetables—pump-

kins, onions, and tomatoes—and the

natives lost no time in planting rows

of water-melons on the island opposite

where the falling Nile had left the

mud, and where their daily growth

was watched with intense interest by

the thirsty garrison.

The Dongolawi, as countrymen of

the Mahdi, did not like us, nor cared

to conceal the fact, but they seemed

determined to make the most they

could out of our troops while there.

The people were fairly respectful, but

they taught their children to say,

as the soldiers passed them, " Inglees

mush kwyees " (" English no good ").

The Nile was very low now at Don-

gola, so low that even the whale boats

were constantly grounding, and the

Guards' Camel Regiment had crews

in daily training for certain projected

regattas. Their mess hut was burned

by accident, and with it perished their

entire mess kit with four officers' huts,

which sent up the price of knives,

forks, and spoons in camp to a pre-

mium.
" The announcement a few days

ago," wrote a correspondent, " of the

recall of the Camel Corps was received

with cheers by the Guardsmen here,

but their faces looked very long when

it was officially denied next day ; they

are a cheerful lot, however, and intend

to make the most of the Dongola

season. The officers have built a truly

magnificent mess hut (in the best style

of Captain Pearson, Royal Marines,

the architect of their hut-barracks),

where every one receives a welcome,

and can get a drink of cold water or

even ginger-beer, both of them most

acceptable drinks in this hot, liquor-

forsaken country. The Greeks who

have brought up stores so far as this

deserve all praise, though their prices

are exorbitant. They are the only

people who have attempted to supply

us with tinned provisions, and one of

them penetrated even as far as Gakdul."

It was curious that, while our troops

were settling down so quietly in the

camps on the Nile, the Mahdi should

have such a rough time of it in Khar-

toum and elsewhere ; and the troops

were not without surmises that when

autumn came his life, or at least his

power, might be ended. Meanwhile

the news of further preparations con-

tinually arrived in the camp at Don-

gola, though many then urged that

the 2)reparations were on too petty a

scale for an advance, and were rather

intended for a movement down the

river.

A certain amount of khaki clothing

was served out to the troops all round

;

and not a moment too soon, as they

were clad in rags. Umbrellas also

arrived, but were chiefly used by

orderlies ; and from the General came

that (to smokers) most timely gift

—

the briarwood pipes, prior to which

one pipe frequently did duty for

fifteen men. The health of the troops

was good, the percentage of sick

being 7" SI, which, the Medical Staff

alleged was less than would be the
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case if the cami) were down in wrote c»ne, " and tlic dillieidties with

Lower Egypt. ^Vith retereuee to Lord IJussia give ns an cxeusc lor sa\ ing

Wolseley's incessant references to boy o]>fnlv that we arc siek of it."

soldiers, " it must be remembered," said It wa^ now known conlidcnth at

the />^//7// r/zro/z/rA'. " that n(>arlv all tlic Uon^ola that the Irilu's in icvoll

/S

C.VIKliNL MAIDEN.

weakly—in fact, practically s^^eaking,

all—have been weeded out long ago,

and only the fittest survive in the

Soudan."

It was on the 2.2ud of April that

news of Mr. Gladstone's remarkable

sjDcech reached Dongola, and was re-

ceived with joy by the trooj^s there.

• Every one is sick of the Souchiu,"

against the Mahdi—those of Fellata,

Gowameh, Ghodiat, and Hawazura

—

had defeated him with heavy loss at

Dar el Ahomdah. They were led by

the Sheikh Abuonga ; and on the

following da3% the 17th of April, news

came from Sennaar that the garrison of

that i:)lace was holding out valiantly

and well against him, having been
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reinforced by the Mudir of Tokar and

Said Osman, tliougli fresh troops were

sent from Khartoum against it under

a warKke sheikh named Walad Jou-

bara, and camels were forcibly collected

for troops going against that brave

garrison, and for warfare in Kordofan.

Sheikh and Hawazura Arabs had pil-

laged El Obeid and carried off the spoil

to G-ebel Dair. And on the 25th it

stated that the troops in Om-was

durman were wavering in their alle-

giance, and that smallpox was raging

among them. A brisk sale in slaves

general mohammed xusshi, military commaxuer of

Gordon's steamers at khartoum.

Matters were said to be fast becom-

ing worse for the Mahdi, as on the

20th it was stated at Dongola that the

Arabs on the White Nile above Khar-

toum were deserting him, as he was

robbing every one of anything worth

seizing, and that those in Berber were

in open revolt against him, under the

leadership of a sheikh named Mi-

gummi, the quarrel having its origin

about some treasure ; while the Mawai

still went on in Khartoum, and all

the Christian prisoners taken were said

to have been sent to the island of

Abba.

At Dongola the heat about this time

was intense, the thermometer register-

ing- 113 degrees Fahr. in the shade.

Abu Anga, one of the Mahdi's most

trusted lieutenants, was now slain in

Kordofan, and a paper emanating from

an orthodox Mussulman, refuting the
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latter's chiiiiis, was beiny circulated

among the native ])i>}nil;ition. by wboni

it was eagerly read.

It was now reported at IKmgola that

a new !Mahdi, named Muley Hassan

Ali, made a triumphant entry into El

Obeid on the 12th of March, lie bore

a naked sword in his right hand, rode

on a pure w hitc horse, and was followed

bv a dervish of the town, bv i)risoners,

and by his adherents with their swords

drawn. When ho passed the i)eople

prostrated themselves and kissed the

ground, and during his prayers in the

mosque, a large i)ile was made on which

a eopy of the new Koran, prepared by

the old ^^ahdi, ]\[ohammed Achmet
Shemseddin, was publicly burned. The
new Mahdi, ^luley Hassan Ali, told

the assembled people that Mohammed,
the Prophet of Mecca, had given him

the sword he bore, wherewith to ex-

tirpate the old Mahdi and all his fol-

lowers.

" Reports," said a correspondent at

Dongola, " continue to reach head-

quarters here, almost daily, of the rising

in Kordofan, and all confirm the belief

that it is of the most serious character

to the Mahdi. I have received to-day

important information on the subject

from a trustworthy source. The rising

is something more than mere discontent

on the part of the Mahdi's rank and

file, for it is directed by two formidable

sheikhs, old antagonists of the Mahdi,

and able men. One of them, Abdul

Essawad, was one of those leaders who
opposed the Mahdi's first attempt to

conquer Kordofan. Abdul Essawad

raised a formidable force, with which

he defeated the Mahdi at (iebel Dair.

He could not, however, prevent the

subjugation of Kordofan ; but he re-

tired with a portittn of his forces, and,

as a matter of fact, ni'\'er sustained a

defeat al tlu' hands of the False Pro-

j)het. The ttther malcontent is Kl

Nawai, Sheikh of the llawazura tribes,

a well-known warrior, possessing con-

siderable inlluence. There seems to be

little doubt that the whole of Kordofan

is now in open revolt, and that Abdul

Essawad and I']l Nawai may yet simplity

Lord Wolseley's task, by relieving him of

the necessity of ' smashing' the jNIahdi.

El Obeid has been closely invested by

the rebels for some time past. Reports

have reached here that the place has

been taken by storm and sacked ; and

that Abdul Essawad has retired for a

while to Gebel Dair with his share of

the plunder ; but this is by no means

certain. It is reported, also, that the

garrisons in Sennaar and Kordofan still

hold out."

A messenger who left Khartoum

about the end of March reached Don-

gola, with information that the market

in the former place was literally glutted

with slaves, male and female, who were

sold at prices varying from five to thirty

dollars a head. He confirmed the

report that the garrisons of Sennaar

and Kassala were holding out gal-

lantly; but he bore terrible marks of ill-

usage, having been captured, pillaged,

and beaten by robbers, who teemed

about all the wells in the Bayuda

desert.

On the 28th April, the Sheikh Salem

Isawi, of the Kabbabish tribe, was
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solemnl3Mnvested with a robe of honour taken at once by the Compan}", was

by the British authorities at Dongola, adopted unanimously. The Committee

in recognition of the valuable services held another sitting next day, at which

he had rendered during our advance the proposal made by Britain, and

towards Khartoum, not only in suppl}^- accepted by France, to the effect that

ing camels, but in cajDturing convoys of the territorial Power was to be charged,

the enemy. to the utmost of her ability, with the

About this time the regular troops observance by all the Powers of the

of the Mudir of Dongola made a most regulations enacted for the freedom

successful raid upon Abdassi Island, of navigation through the Canal, was

near Berti, and slew its principal sheikh, officially discussed. " From unofficial

who for a long time had been a strong conversations which have been entered

advocate of the Mahdi, and prevented into by the delegates there seems

the people from paying their taxes

;

every reason to believe that this ques-

but on the 2Sth, when the villagers of tion will not give rise to any serious

Nourri, eight miles from Dongola, were divergence of views. As for the prin-

holding their weekl}^ fair, they were ciple of the right of the Powers to

attacked by the Hassaniyeh tribe from exercise supreme supervision over the

the Sarniyeh wells, who killed a number application of the regulation for the

of their leading men, and carried off freedom of navigation, it has been

man}^ women and cattle (the former to unofficially recognised by the delegates

be sold as slaves) almost within cannon- of all the Governments. This being

shot of the British troops, who were now the case, and France being willing to

experiencing great difficulty in getting accept any fit means that may be pro-

sufficient wood and matting for their posed, it is confidently hoped that this

huts. last point will be settled to the satisfac-

To turn elsewhere, the Sub-commis- tion of all the Powers, and that by the

sion charged with that important sub- end of next week, at latest, the Inter-

ject, the regulations for the freedom of national Commission will have brought

navigation through the Suez Canal, was its labours to a successful termination."

fast approaching the completion of its We have detailed in its place the

task. At the sitting held on the 1st sudden arrest of Zebehr Pasha, who,

of May an accord was come to on all on the 12th of March, with his two

the points of which the delegates of the sons, his foster-son, and one faithful

Powers had made reservations. In servant, was brought to Gibraltar in

addition to this, the text of the clause, H.M.S. Iris (from Alexandria via

stipulating that in case of damage being Malta), where they were placed in

done to the Canal by ships of war, the what is known as The Cottage, the

Power to which they belonged should Governor's summer residence, where all

reimburse the Suez Canal Company for arrangements were made for their com-

that damage, the repairs being under- fort. The barrier gates which isolate
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the residence and its i^Mrrison from meed in t-oinnnniicating" wit li tliese live

xternal eonnnunioation were t»rdered prisoners, as tlu' interpreter at (^libral-

lu be kept elosed day and ni^-lit, tar did not understand Oriental Arabic.

"'" "

'''^H
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displayed an anxiety to damage the

Government, and, coute que coilte, began

to raise a hue and cry against Zebehr.

Public opinion, no doubt uninformed,

and unaware of the arguments which

were used by Gordon and Sir Evelyn

Baring, was, for a time, outraged by

the very suggestion of Zebehr's appoint-

ment. " But," said a print of the time.

was not surprising, considering all the

circumstances of the case.

Before reproducing General Gordon's

renewed application for Zebehr to be

sent to Khartoum, we may quote Lord

Kimberley's emphatic declaration as to

the duty of acting upon Gordon's re-

commendations of the then undis-

covered traitor :

—

THE GOVERNOR S COTTAGE, GIBRALTAR, WHERE ZEREHR PASHA AND HIS SONS RESIDED.

" if the public had been placed in pos-

session of the facts laid before Govern-

ment, the appointment of Zebehr would

have been approved, nor would it have

excited more serious opposition than

the slave-holding proclamation. Minis-

ters, however, lacked nerve. Mr. Glad-

stone alone in his Cabinet ventured to

insist that General Gordon should have

his way. He was more or less sup-

ported by Lord Hartington, but the

rest of the Cabinet, headed by Lord

Granville, would not have Zebehr at

any price." This hesitancy, however,

102

" In the case of a place so distant as

the Soudan, they must interfere, if

they interfered at all, with very much
less knowledge than those upon the

spot ; and he thought it would have

been a great mistake to have taken the

responsibility upon themselves, and

have dictated to General Gordon every-

thing he should do in regard to affairs

about which he must know a great

deal more than the Government. Was
it possible to conceive an operation of

greater difficulty, or one in regard to

the carrying out of which they mu.st
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more completely trust the man they so if delay occurs in sendlni;- Zebehr.

employetl ? It was out of tlie (pies- ^fy weakness is that of l)(Mn<if loriM^-n,

tion for the (lovernmenl at houn' to and (Mirislian. and peaceful, and it is

de\ ise tlie exact measures 1)n wliioli onl\- l)y sendinij;' Zehdn- iliat prejudice

lie was to succeed. It was only the can In- removed."

jieculiar (pialities of (Jeneral <iordoii. Thus wrote the luckless (Jordon, in

and the peculiar knowledL,'e he possessed iij^norance of tlie secret ehai'aetcr and

of the country, that L^ave hiui a ehanct^ schemes of the man for whose co-

of success." Ihit when these peculiar operation he prayed. And on this

(pialities and knowledij^e were hrouij^ht point the efjually ill-fated Colonel

to bear njion the (piestion of what i >onald Stewart was (juite as stronu^:

—

(Jovernment was to be set up at Khar- " It seems to me," he wrote, " that

toum, the Ministry overruled them. it is impossible for us to leave this

In a series of telegrams in ^larch, country without leaving some sort of

I'^'^l, (leneral Gordon ex])lained why established Government which will

Zebehr must be sent to him, thus :

—

last, at any rate, for a time, and

"I see the impossibility of the im- Zebehr is the only man who can assure

mediate withdrawal of all the Egyptian that. Also, we mnst withdraw the

employes, and the remedy I propose is Sennaar and other besieged garrisons,

to send uj) Zebehr as my successor, and here also Zebehr can greatly assist

who would receive for a time a subsidy ns. ... I assure you none are more

from the Egyptian Government to anxious to leave this country than

enable him to maintain an armed force. Gordon and myself, and none more

As to Egyptian employes, I mean that heartily approve the Government's

I appoint men of the Soudan to places policy of evacuation. Unless, how-

which the}- do not care to accept for ever, Zebehr is sent here, I see little

fear of compromising themselves with probability^ of this policy being carried

the Mahdi, and that is my difficulty, out. Every day we remain finds us

which arises from haziness of the more firm in the country, and causes

future. This would be all over if us to incur responsibilities towards

Zebehr was here. the people which it is impossible for

" The combination at Khartoum of us to overlook."

Zebehr and myself is an absolute neces- But on the 5tli of March Lord

sity for success, and I beg you and Granville still refused to appoint

Lord Granville to believe m}- certain Zebehr, and in Parliament he said :

—

conviction that there is not the slightest " General Gordon went for the double

fear of our quarrelling. To do any purpose of evacuating the country, by

good we must be together, and that the extrication of the Egyptian garri-

without delay. . . . Believe me I am sons, and of reconstituting it by giving

right, and do not dela3\ Things are back to those chiefs their ancestral

not serious, although they may become powers, which had been withdrawn or
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suspended during the period of the Bahr-Gazelle and Equatorial provinces

Egyptian Government. I have told would entirely prevent it. Should

the House already that General Gor- Zebehr attempt—after his two years'

don had in view the withdrawal from subsidy was paid him—to take those

the country of no less than 20,000 districts, we could j^ut pressure on him
persons in the military service in at Suakim, which will remain in our

Egypt. The House will see how vast hands. I feel sure that Zebehr will be

was the trust placed in the hands of so occuj)ied with the Soudan proper,

this remarkable person. We cannot and with consolidating his position,

exaggerate the importance we attach that he will not have time to devote to

to it. We were resolved to do nothing those provinces.

which should interfere with his great " As for the security of Egypt,

pacific scheme—the only one which Zebehr's stay in Cairo has taught him
promised a solution of the Soudanese our power, and he would never dream

difficulty—by at once extricating the of doing anything against Egypt. He
garrisons and reconstituting the country would rather seek its closest alliance,

upon its old basis and local privileges, for he is a great trader. As to progress

It was our duty, whatever we might made in the extrication of garrisons,

feel as to the particular position of all I have done is to send down from

the garrisons, to beware of interfering Khartoum all the sick men, women,

with Gordon's plans generally, and, and children of those killed in Kordofan.

before we adopted any scheme that Sennaar is quite safe and quiet. Kas-

should bear that aspect, to ask whether, sala will hold out without difficulty,

in his judgment, there would or would after Graham's victory, but the road

not be such an interference." there is blocked, as is also the road to

Gordon still continued to urge that Sennaar. It is quite impossible to get

Zebehr, being a native of the country, the roads open to Kassala and Sennaar,

could rally all the well-affected round or to send the white troops, unless

him, as they knew he would make Zebehr comes up. He will change the

his home in Khartoum, and that giving whole aspect of affiiirs," continued Gor-

him a subsidy for some two years or don, in his blind and perfect confidence,

so would be in contradiction to the " It is impossible to find any other man

policy of entire evacuation. but Zebehr for governing Khartoum.
" As for slave-holding," he wrote. No one has his power. Hussein Pasha

" even had we held the Soudan, we Khalifa has power only at Dongola and

could never have interfered with it. I Berber. If you do not send Zebehr

have already said that the treaty of you have no chance of getting the

1877 was an impossible one; therefore garrisons away. This is a heavy argu-

on that head Zebehr's appointment ment in favour of sending him. There

would make no difference whatever. As is no possibility of dividing the country

for slave-hunting, the evacuation of the between Zebehr and the other chiefs
;
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iiono of the latter could stand for a liglit o[ the discovered secret corres-

tlay against the ^^ahdi"s agents p<»ndenee, and the arrest and deportation

There is not the least chance of Zebehr oi' Zehehr.

making common cause with the Mahdi. "He is also of good family," cou-

Zt'behr here could be much more tinned Gordon, " well known, and lltted

VIEW OX THE BAHR-EL-GAZELLE.

powerful than the Mahdi ; and he

would make short work with the

Mahdi. The Mahdi's power is that of

a Pope ; Zebehr's will be that of a

Sultan. They could never combine

—

Zebehr is fifty times the Mahdi's

match."

All this praise reads curiously in the

to be Sultan ; the Mahdi in all these

respects is the exact opposite, besides

being a fanatic. I dare say Zebehr,

who hates the tribes, did stir up the

fire of revolt, in hopes that he would be

sent to quell it. It is the irony of fate

that he will get his wash if he is sent

up." But better reasons were needed.
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To all this Sir Evelyn Baring replied

that sending Zebehr and giving him a

command was in harmony with the

principle of evacuation, and that he

had always contemplated some arrange-

ments for the future government of

the Soudan. As to slavery, he pointed

to General Gordon's last and vehement

request :

—

"With regard to ourselves we have

had confidence in Gordon, and believe

it will be fully justified. I would re-

mind you that Henry IV. expressed

great remorse, and gave a pledge for

COLONEL MAHMOUD TARLHAT, COMMANDER OF THE STEAMER "SOFIA.

out that we must either virtually annex

the country or accept the inevitable

consequences of abandonment, adding,

" I believe that Zebehr may be made a

bulwark against the approach of the

Mahdi." But the Government still

refused to alter their decision, and Lord

Granville spoke thus in the House of

Lords on the 6th of March, the day

after he had finally declined to accede

the future, when he found that one of

his best ministers had been prevented

doing- that which was for his—the

King's—good, in consequence of the

too strict injunctions with which he

hampered him ; and I would go much

farther than he did. I happened to

open an interesting book the other day

on Chinese literature, and the first

thing I found was a sentence attributed
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to no less a person than Contucius.

It was, ' Tf you suspect a man do

not employ him, but if yi>u Jo cm-

ploy liim do not suspect liiin.' 1 i-an-

uot help thinking that this maxim is

as ai)plicable in this country at this

time, as it was a great many thousand

years ago with regard to the adminis-

tration in I'hina."

But notwithstanding all this, when

subsecpiently General Clordon ajipointed

Zebehr, on his own account, Deputy-

liovernor-General of the Soudan, the

(Tovernment wisely prevented his de-

parture, as we have rehited elsewhere,

by the action of their police.

Early in ^larch, IS'^.j, when Zebehr

alleged a reason lor declining to ac-

cede to Miss Gordon's request that

he should intercede with his corres-

pondent, the Mahdi, for the recovery

of her brother's papers and effects at

Khartoum, he had the effrontery to

say that he could not communicate with

Mohammed Achmet Shemseddin, as

the latter was quite unknown to him,

and in no wa}' allied with any of his

—

Zebehr's—people.

On the ~nd of April a Maltese, who
spoke several languages, was arrested

at Assouan as a suspicious character,

and on being searched several letters

written by Zebehr to the Mahdi were

found on him, and the contents of these

alone justified the Government in ar-

resting Zebehr and dej)orting him to

( ribraltar. The Maltese was forwarded,

under a strong guard, to Cairo.

On the 17th Zebehr's interpreter

arrived at Gibraltar, with the whole of

his correspondence in Arabic, to be

submitted to the Governor for perusah

Tlu' latter rrr(pu'ntl3' visited Zebehr,

who refused to take exercise within the

guarded precincts of the house he

occupied, and boldly stated that he

ignored the Mahdi, and came from the

interior of the Soudan simply to tran-

sact private business at Alexandria.

( )n the :2l)th of the same month one of

the Orderl}' Dragoons, carrying letters

to the citadel of Cairo, was shot at twice,

in mere wantonness, by a Soudanese, a

relative of Zi'behr Pasha. The soldier

was not injured, but the police arrested

the man in his house, to which he had

iled, and it was resolved to make an

open example of him for the sake ol

public order.

During March and April, 1.S85,

J.^rince Hassan came on a bootless

mission to the Soudan. Pie was the

second brother of the Khedive, and was

born in 1853. He married, in January,

1873, Khadijah Khanum, a daughter

of old Mehemet Ali Pasha (who

died in 1 801), and by whom he had a

sou, Aziz Bey, and a daughter, Aziza

Khanum. He was Minister of War,

and the mission undertaken by him was

by the invitation of Sir Evelyn Baring,

acting on the request of Hassan Eehrai

Pasha, then in London. The step was

considered as being in the interest of

the Sultan rather than that of the

Khedive, and by many it was deemed

as being the first move on the part

of Britain to hand over the Soudan

—not to Egypt, for whom we had

been absurdly seeking to re-conquer

it—but to Turkey ! The appointment

was received with much adverse criti-
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cism, and was regarded as still farther

complicating the situation, and leading

to future difficulties.

He was accompanied by a suite of

twenty-four persons, with eighty camels,

and left Cairo for the Soudan on the

morning of the 2nd of March, 1885,

taking with him a pack of hounds

with which to hunt antelopes in the

summer months, which was about the

only thing he achieved. On the 30th

of the month Lord Wolseley left Don-

gola for Wady Haifa, where Prince

Hassan awaited him ; and the former

expected to leave that place in the

Wafer LiJj/ on the 7th of April for

Assouan, en route for Cairo.

On the 0th Lord Wolseley and his

staff arrived at Wady Haifa, having

performed the whole journey on camel-

back, and inspected all the military

stations on the line, and leaving in-

structions with regard to the various

depots for food, grain, and ammunition,

which had been established along the

banks of the Nile, at Abu Fatmeli,

Kaibar, Abasart, Dal, and Akasheh.

Lord Wolseley expressed his satis-

faction at the arrangements which had

been made to facilitate the progress of

the troops upward, in the autumn,

and gave particular instructions to the

officers in charge at the above-mentioned

stations.

The hospital arrangements in these

were now very complete, and the trans-

port of the sick was managed with the

minimum of inconvenience to the

sufferers. They were, perforce, con-

veyed in whalers to Akasheh, but from

thence the journey was performed in

comparative comfort by portage and

rail, the line of which was proceeding

rapidly, notwithstanding a deficient

supply of plant. It extended now
twenty-two miles be3^ond Sarras, and

it was hoped would by August 15th

reach Ferket.

Lord Wolseley dined with Prince

Hassan on the 6th at Wady Haifa, and

it was now announced that the latter

would return with him to Cairo, having

done nothing towards his mission in

the Soudan, and he arrived in the

capital about the 17th of the month.

The 24tli of April saw, at Cairo, the

excitement concerning the suppression

of the liosj)hore Efjyptien culminate,

when M. St. Rene Taillandier formally

pulled down the French flag at his Con-

sulate, an action taken by the French

Government, it was supposed, under

the following circumstances.

On the 23rd a rumour was circulated

in Paris to the effect that the Minis-

terial authorities there were about

to disavow the action lately taken

by M. Taillandier in support of the

paper ; and he had telegraphed that if

the /'r(?^/^V7e of France was to be main-

tained in Eg3^pt some vigorous line of

conduct must be adopted. Hence, on

the 24th came instructions for him to

break off diplomatic relations and leave

at once. He, however, deferred his

departure till the 25th; yet Nubar

Pasha gave no sign of yielding or

giving any reparation " as demanded

by France for the violation of M.

Serriere's domicile."

On the 2r)th M. Taillandier, in

answer to a message to await further
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instructions at Cairo, and not go to culties ; and this threat, the moment

Alexandria until specifically ordered to her own interests, or supposed honour,

do so, telegraphed to the French were in the least degree affected, opened

Grovernment that, in consequence of the eyes of the people to the real cha-

the indisrnant and excited state of the racter of the aims and ends of France.

French colony, he thought it better It was then suggested that were

that he should leave at once. That Britain to step forward and advance

afternoon brought him an order to pro- the loan wanted by Egypt she would

ceed forthwith to Alexandria, and there largely diminish French influence and

embark. Accordingly^ he quitted Cairo vrestige in that country-, and gain the

by the six o'clock p.m. train, leaving confidence alike of the Egyptians and

M. Legueux temporarily to transact foreign residents. There was no doubt

current business ; but it was further that the public in London, but more

arranged that all French subjects were especially in Paris, were led by the

to be under the protection of the re- violent language of the press, particu-

presentatives of Grermany. larlj^ that of the Ripuhlique Fran()aise

We need hardly say this arrangement and the Journal des Debafs, to attri-

excited the most bitter feelings, and bute to the unpleasant aff'air of the sup-

many French subjects declared that pression of the Bosphore Egyptien a de-

rather than put themselves under the gree of importance which facts did not

protection of the Grerman Consul, they in any degree warrant ; and it was even

would place themselves under the asserted that France was sending trans-

Egyptian sovereignty, even at the risk ports with 4,000 men on board to re-

of hereafter forfeiting all their privi- main at Suez, as a menace to Britain

leges as French citizens. The excite- and Egypt together,

ment which prevailed at Cairo was On the other hand, M. de Freycinet

heightened and intensified by the openly stated in a dij)lomatic salon that

menace of the French Government to re- "there had been no communication what-

fuse their sanction to the Financial Con- ever on the subject with Britain, as the

vention, which would mean a further act was one for which the Egyptian

postponement of the payment of the Grovernment was solely and exclusively

war indemnities, and create disaster in responsible. He had instructed the

commercial circles, a threat which caused French agent at Cairo, in the event of

a strong revulsion of feeling against his not obtaining the satisfaction de-

France in the minds of the natives. manded, to withdraw to Alexandria,

For the preceding year France had and to notify that until that satisfaction

been j^osing in Egypt as the champion was granted, they would not submit the

of the natives, against British influence, Financial Convention to the ratification

especially in the matter of insisting of the French Chambers, which was

upon relief being accorded to the com- requisite to make it operative. M. de

mercial classes in their financial diffi- Freycinet added that it was hardly

103
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necessary to say that tlu' nuasuir was

not in any way tliivcted a^^Minst liritaiii,

bnt simply to uplioKl tlic Consular

jurisdiction wliicli had existed in KLTVjit

from time immemorial : and lu' ha<l

-'V('r\' reason to helii'X'e that under the

advice ol" the British, the K^'vptian

,
Government would accede to tlu> K'L,nti-

mate demands ot France, and that tlie

atVair would he satisfactorily settled."

\U the .0 7th of A})ril an amicabh'

arrangement of the matter seemed cer-

tain at Cairo, wlu'U, on his return from

Alexandria, the consnl received an en-

thusiastic reception from the French

colony, though most of the hitter disaj)-

proved of the action of their Govern-

ment in the alYair of such an obnoxious

print as the Bosp/iorc. On the same day

it was stated, semi-officially, that Essad

Pasha, the Ottoman Ambassador at

Paris, had made representations there

regarding the matter in dispute. The
Foreign ^linister replied in courteous

terms, I'xpressing great consideration lor

the Sultan, but at the same time deelai"-

ing that I'rance xiewcd (he ijuestion

st)lidy as concerning the Khedi\ial

Government, whii-h, act-ording (o the

Imperial lirni;ins, was alone res])on-

sihle lor the interior administration ol

Egypt.

The next mow in the matter was

the French Chancelier in Inll uniform,

with his cavasses, ])roceeding, with

great formality', to reo])en oHieially the

])rinting oihce of iSI. Serriere. Put it

was stated, on the best anthoi'ity, that

since the Ih'itish (iovernment did not

disclaim the responsibility for the de-

cision of the Egyptian in suj)])ressing

the Bosphorc, they had no hesitation in

associating themselves with the regret

expressed by Nubar Pasha, when he

was compelled to visit M. Taillandier

on the 3rd of May. So the paper re-

appeared, but only to be sn])pressed

asrain at a future time.

BAZAAR, CA'KO.
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CHAPTER IV.

LORD WOLSELEY AT SUAKIM.

Condition of the Troops at Kurot—Daring- of the Arahs—The Patrol Train—Osman Digna and his People

—

Arrival of Lord Wolseley at Suakim
—

"VVail from Dehbeh—The Canadian Voyagcur.-^—-Death of Colonel

Kennedy—Expedition to Dhakdul—Inspe-iting the Troops at Otao—Questions in the House—Eeview at

Suakim—The Hospitals at Suakim.

About this time a letter appeared in Colonel Nolan called the attention

the Standard of the 5th of May, which of the Secretary of State for War to

led to questions in Parliament. An
officer in the camp at Kurot, near

Debbeh, wrote thus of the state of

things which he alleged to prevail

there :

—

'• I wifsli we had a eorrespoudent liere to see tlie

sort of life we are leading, and stand np for ns. It

is really too awfiil to tliiuk of. We are all in

miserable bell teuts, and the huts cannot be finished

till August, so we have nothing but these miserable

bell tents to keep out tlie suu. The temperature is

now 120 degrees ; each day is twenty-four hours of

physical torture and mental suffering. Seven of

our meu have died of enteric fever within the last

twelve days, and though we oidy I)egan to form our

camp here five weeks ago, we have already one hun-

dred and fifty sick. It is a disgrace to keep us

iu such a fiendish country ! Nothing can excuse it.

Tlie food is bad, and we are still in rags, as no

clothing has come up yet. No one speaks, thinks,

(u* hopes anything, l)ut to go down. Anyhow, if

they do keep the troops here all the summer, none

left will be worth a straw. For God's sake write

about it, and get other correspondents to take it tip.

They are generally the best friends the troops have,

and now that they are gone, everything is concealed,

and there is no one to say a word for the soldiers.

Believe me, the half of us will be lunatics before

long."

Another officer wrote thus :

—

"The temperature is now 120 degrees all day

long iu the tents. The men are building huts, but

canuot finish them before summer. We are all in

the dark as to what is going on in the outside world,

and letters take eighteen days in coming up from

Cairo. There are between one huiulred and seventy

and one hundred and eighty sick here, and we have

fifty-six ill out of five hundred and sixty-five."

these letters, with reference to the con-

dition of our troops in Kurot.

The Marquis of Hartington replied

that he had seen these statements,

which must have been written two or

three weeks before ; that he had no in-

formation on the subject, " but trusted

the inconvenience then described had

since abated ;
" and the subject then was

dropped. He added afterwards that

on the 24th of April Lord Wolseley had

reported that nearly all the troops were

in huts, and that on the 1st of May
Sir Pedvers Buller had telegraphed that

the whole force was under cover,

" meaning, I suppose," said the Mar-

quis, '' something better than tents. I

do not understand the reference to un-

lined bell tents. Indian tentage for

13,000 men is up the Nile, so that

there should be a good reserve in hand."

On being asked the general percent-

ag-e of sick, he admitted that "it was im-

possible for him to calculate exactly what

was the percentage of sick," and could

not have done so without data furnished

to him from the Soudan. Letters

from Tani and Kurot stated that pro-

visions were becoming so short at those

stations, that the authorities threatened

to jKit the men on half rations. " At

present they have only supplies of meat
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and biscuit, the vegetables, sugar, and in the erection of barrack-huts and sinii-

cotiee being entirely consumed. Even lar work, and on the same day seventy

salt is fast becoming scarce, consequent ])atients were transferred Irom the

on the break-down of tlie trans])ort. Hospital of the Base to tlie lIos])ital

There are now only three hundred Ship,

camels available for transport between Two days before this Lord Wolseley

MKEET IN BEKIiEliA.

the railway and Abu Fatmeh. Last_

week there were only three tons of

supplies delivered at the last mentioned

place. The unusually low state of the

Kile also increases the difficulty of

pushing on supplies."

At Suakim, on the 4th of Mav, it

was practically decided that the railway

coolies on board the Jumna—which

sailed on the .:20th ult., and was tele-

graphed to return—should be employed

had landed, at five o'clock in the even-

ing, and was received by General Sir

Gerald Graham and his staff, with a

detachment of the Grenadier Guards as

a guard of honour, while a salute of

seventeen ffuns was fired from Fort

Carj'sfort. In every way the troops

showed the greatest enthusiasm at his

safe arrival from Suez. On the 3rd he

paid a visit to Major Chermside,

Governor-General of the littoral of the
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Red Sea, and was received l)y another

salnte. At this tinu' it was supposed

lie would remain onlv a week at Suakini.

Xo orders had yet been received fen- the

witlidrawal of the forces from the

Soudan. Lord Wolselev was helieved

to be strongly opposed to the abandon-

ment of the Ex})edition to Khartoum

in autumn, for the use of whii-h the

Panama now came with eleven stei-ii-

wheel steamers, by means (^{ which its

sujiplies could be taken up the Nile.

" Ten of these vessels," wrote a corres-

pondent from Alexandria, '' will be put

together liere, and one at Akasbeh.

The arranirements made by Colonel

Ardagh, of the Ivoyal Engineers, are

so complete that some of the steamers

will be afloat in a week after their

arrival liere."

Lord Wolsele}^ at first took up his

quarters in the transport Queen. He
was accompanied by Colonel Grrove,

Militar}' Secretary, Majors Creagh and

Adye, and Captain Lord Charles Beres-

ford.

The rebels were now growing more

and more daring and persistent in their

attacks. One night they surrounded

both Tambouk and Otao, firing heavily,

but at a long range. Thus a forward

movement as^ainst them was becomino"

necessar3^ On the same night the

patrol-train, manned by thirty men of

the Grenadiers, kept moving up and

down the line till day broke ; thus the

enemy did not make any of their usual

attempts to burn the sleepers. The
Shaterab tribe—which can put fifteen

hundred men in the field—now ten-

dered their submission; and the Marahs,

tlu' principal herders and graziers of

cattle, and which, like tlu' Shaterabs, are

a branch <»f the great iladendowa se])t,

sent into say they were read\ ((» iend(>r

their unconditional sun-endei-. They

numbered (hree thousand souls, and

with all Iheir lloeks and hei'ds were

then (Mn-amped along the coast, at a

distance of eight miles from Suakim.

(hi the ord of May Major Templar

started at daybreak, with a troop of

Hussars and the Egyptian Camel

Corps, to visit the Gasal Wells, ten

miles eastward of ]\[erawi. When he

came within siHit of the villa'^-e the

inhabitants, fearing that his force had

come to make a raid, took to speedy

flight. The wells were found amply

sufficient for a large force. The posi-

tion was an important one, as it would

serve the enemy as a point of concen-

tration for any attack in force upon

our post at Merawi. Although it

was then the dry season, ]\[ajor Tem-

plar found plenty of vegetation in the

A'icinity of the wells. His troops were

careful not to disturb in any way tlie

property of the villagers, and having

fully reconnoitred the localit}^ returned

in the evening.

The work of hut building at Merawi

being completed, the troops were now
sent to repair their whale boats against

the time of the supposed autumn cam-

paign. " The sick there are doing

well," wrote a correspondent, '' and the

medical officers report that there is a

very marked improvement in many of

the cases since they were removed into

the newly-erected hospital tents. In-

deed, the heat in the tents and mar-
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quees was so great that the sick had but

a poor chance of doing well. It is

found that since the occupation of the

new quarters slight cases mend rapidl3^

The sick list of the British troops here

is only fiv^e per cent, of the whole

strength, showing that Merawi is—for

the Soudan—a health}^ position."

One nic^ht General Graham went in

what was called the patrol-train (and

which he describes in his despatches as

an armoured one), that ran in the dark

hours between Suakim and Handoub,

to endeavour to arrest the incessant

attempts of the natives to injure the

line ; but, while the engine was getting

in water at Handoub, the Arabs suc-

ceeded in setting fire to the sleepers in

his rear in no less than six places, and

burning them for about two hundred

yards.

When the light of this conflagration

was seen, the train was at once steamed

swiftly back to the spot ; but the

enemy had fled in safet}^ before its

arrival. The men at the first look-out

station had seen numbers of them re-

treatins^ in the direction of the Hasheen

Wells ; so the General started for that

place next morning with the Cavalry,

but could see nothing of them. Yet

during the subsequent night some hun-

dred shots were fired at random into

the zeriba, or advanced camp, at Otao,

and on the following morning the

Camel Corps, the Australians, and the

Madras Sappers and Miners, retired

from it into Suakim.

An advance in several columns in

the direction of Tamanieb was arranged

by Lord Wolseley to take place on the

•jth of May in the evening, hoping to

take Osman by surprise in the night

or early morning ; but it was postponed

si?ie die, the reports of spies being to

the effect that his followers were so

dispersed that there was no chance of

the columns falling in with any of

them. Moreover, they said that it

would be impossible to catch Osman

himself, which would be the main

object of the expedition, for though he

was generally in the neighbourhood of

Tamai, he always retired into the

mountains at sunset, and never slept

for two consecutive nights in succession

at the same place.

But the accounts of these spies varied

strangely, for others asserted that twelve

hundred of his followers, who deserted

him after his unsuccessful attack on

McNeill's zeriba on the 22nd March,

had now returned to him, and that his

force then consisted of three thousand

fiffhtins' men. Some five hundred

Hadendowas, under their Chief Ali

Adam Saadoun, were hovering at this

time within two miles of Otao ; conse-

quently, officers and others were strictly

forbidden to go out as hitherto, singly

or in parties, to stalk the deer which

abounded in the level places. Yet,

with all these reports, when the head

of the Intelligence Department, with

Captain Molyneux and an escort of

the Bengal Lancers, went out to

McNeill's old zeribas and reconnoitred

the country for a mile beyond these

posts, they could not discover a single

trace of the enem3^

Numbers of Arabs who, with their

families, flocks, and herds—their only
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wealth—had conectod near Tokar, now istrata in the vicinit>' of Tambouk, now-

sent in word ini})k^rinLif the British to reported that g'old was there, Imt not

• ome and save them i'vom the ]>erseen- in snlHeient (piantities to pay for

tion of Osman l)ig-na. The otlieers of working-; bnt he achh'd tliat the

the politieal section oi the Intelligence adjacent hills contained rich and ver}'

Department at the front, were now con- protitahle deposits of copper ore.

ONE OF OSMAX DIGXA :i SCOt'TS OF TUE HADEXDOWA TRIHE.

tinually receiving messages from nearl}-

all the warlike tribes in the neighbour-

hood, who were unanimous in dechiring

that they were sick of the war, and

were willing to submit if the British

would only promise to remain in the

country. But this the Department
w^re in no position to guarantee.

The mining expert with the Aus-
tralians, who went out to examine the

gold veins said to exist in the rock

The atmosphere was fast becoming

unbearable ; cases of heat aj)oplexy

greatly upon the increase, andwere

Lord Wolseley, being indisposed, re-

mained on board the Queen.

On the night of the 4th of May the

eneni}^ succeeded in uprooting and re-

moving a number of sleepers on the

railway, and cutting the telegraph

wdres—of which they had a curious

abhorrence—between Handoub and
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Suakim, They also made a vigorous, chartered for the conveyance of railway

but unsuccessful, attempt on a friendly plant to Suakim are on their way back,

tribe near Otao. Under the same date and on their arrival in England will be

it was reported " that the despatch of utilised for the conveyance of army

SIR REDVERS BULLER.

railway plant to Suakim had been stores to Egypt, Malta, Gibraltar, and

stopped, and it is understood to be the such other places as may be necessary,

intention of Grovernment not to proceed Some of the vessels will take coals to

farther than Es-Sibil, for which there is British coaling stations. It is probable

ample material now at Suakim or on that as the contracts expire, they will

the way thither. Most of the steamers not be re-engaged."

104
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With roiTiird to what was tiTiiU'd

tlie wail of wretchedness IVom the

eaiiij) near Di-bhi'h " auil elsewluTc', a

l)rint of the time eontaini'J tlu-se just

remarks :
—

" Xot a man amoni^ our soUliers and

sailors has ever complained «'t" the

hardships incidental to o})erations

ai^ainst the enemy, or of the severity

of the conlliet in which he has taken

l)art. A British force is never so

cheerful as when it is brou*;*ht face to

Aice with the foe; and certainly the

ferocious hordes of fanatics that have

been the victims of the Mahdi's im-

posture have not spared themselves in

their efforts to overwhelm our troops.

All this, including harassing night

attacks, has been borne without a

murmur. The Britisli soldier knows

how to accept the inevitable, and he

has reirarded heat and thirst as unavoid-

able discomforts to be encountered

without complaint during his move-

ments in the desert. But men who

go into a summer encampment have a

right to expect that no effort will be

spared to provide them with quarters

as comfortable as the circumstances

of the case will permit. There comes,

however, quite a wail of wretchedness

from the camp near Debbeh, where

bell tents are in use, without any pros-

pect of the substitution of huts of any

kind for some months to come. Our

correspondent, avIio accompanied Sir

Herbert Stewart's column, pointed out

long ago, and in emphatic language,

what might be expected in the

neighbourhood of Debbeh wdien the

hot weather came."

^\'e giNc in its place the iullowing

letter addressed b}' Sir Charles Tuj)per,

the High (\)mmission('i- for Canada,

to till' ollieer in i-omniand of th(>

Canadian Voyageurs when in London,

it expressed " Her iMajesty's api)recia-

tion of the scr\ ices they ha\i' jxt-

tornu'd with the Ivxpedition on the

Nile. 1 ha\c waited ujxm the I'^arl of

Derby, Secretary of Stale for the

Colonies, and expressed the satisfaction

with which Her Majesty's communica-

tion has been received by the Voyageurs,

and their gratitude at the gracious

recognition by the (^ucen of the services

they have been able to render Her
Majesty's forces. I. added that they

were much im])ressed with the sym-

pathy of Her Majesty in the loss they

have sustained by the recent death of

one of their officers. Lord Derby will

convey to the Queen the representations

I had the honour to make."

With all their nautical skill, some of

that force owed their lives to a red-coat.

The silver medal of the Royal Humane
Society was conferred on Captain

E. G. M. Short, of the Prince of

Wales's Royal Canadian Regiment (also

curiously now named the Leinster), for

saving a boat's crew, composed of seven
^ Canadian Voyageurs and eight Egyptian

soldiers, on the Nile nearAmbigol. Caj)-

tain Short was steering a Nile craft down
the rapid when she struck a rock. One

of the natives was knocked overboard

and swept away, while the boat was

Avedged so firmly on the rock that the

efforts of the crew to get her off were

unavailing. It was soon seen that if

she was not released before dark she
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would, through the fall of the water, ing a magnificent wreath sent by the

break up, and all hands on board would Field Marshal Commanding, and a cross

be drowned. The sole plan for saving of flowers from the Canadian detach-

the boat and her crew appeared to be ment, was brought from the Wesleyan
by fixing a line of rope to a rock in the Chapel. Many officers of rank were

mid-stream. To swim direct to this present, and among them was Sir

spot, however, owing to the rapidity of Charles Tupper. The Yoyageur de-

the current—apart from chance croco- tachmcnt from the Wellington Barracks

diles—remained for some one who of course attended, under Quarter-

would attempt the hazardous feat of master Remington,

swimming down the rapid until he The Eev. William Allen, Chaplain

could get into back-water and make it to the Forces in London, before the

possible to reach the desired point, funeral, said of Colonel Kennedy :

—

This task Captain Short undertook, " Lord Wolseley, who was his guest

and accomplished successfully after a for some time, became acquainted with

perilous struggle. The rope having the rare qualities of the departed soldier

been fixed, or lashed to the rock, four on the Eed Eiver Expedition, in con-

soldiers got upon the latter and towed ducting which his own fame was first

the boat off. established, and he sought the services

And here, to take it chronologically, of Colonel Kennedy, whose hardy men
we may glance at an episode occurring were required to carry the boats and

at home, in connection with the war munition of war up the falling Nile

in the Soudan—the untimely death and and its dangerous cataracts. Colonel

funeral of the officer commanding the Kennedy was a man beloved and

Voyageurs, left behind, broken in honoured in his own country and his

health, in London—the death referred own religion, a statesman in council,

to in the letter of Sir Charles Tupper. a philanthropist, and, though a man of

Colonel William Nassau Kennedy, wealth, he cheerfully left the Dominion
of Winnipeg, descended, as his name to hazard his life in the special duties

would import, probably from one of the assigned to those adventurous Canadians

Scottish colony planted there by the who were with him that day. It was

Earl of Selkirk, died in London on the the spirit of patriotism that induced

3rd of Ma}^, 1885, and his funeral took him to say farewell to his wife and five

place at Highgate Cemetery three days children, to peril his life for the honour

after. He was on his way back to of Great Britain, who might well be

Canada from the Soudan, accompanied proud of her colonists. Colonel Ken-
by eighty of his men, and, taking Eng- nedy was above all a devout man, who
land on the way, was attacked by illness feared and loved Grod, and served his

and died in Highgate Hospital, whither generation by the will of God."

he had been taken at his own request- The band and drums of the Essex

At 10 a.m. on the Oth, the coffin, bear- Regiment, from the Tower, were in
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attendance, and the whole battahou was

present. After the three farewell volleys

liad been tired above the grave, one by

one the Canadians step])ed u]> and took

a last look at the eotliii. antl numy

of these rongh and bronzed men, who

feared no foe, were dee])ly afl\'cted.

especiall}' npon Ca]>tain Clark, of the

Ixoyal Engineers, and the otheers ol"

the political braneli of the Intelligence

department under him; as not only

did tlicy obtain the most exact in-

Ibrmation rcsjx'cting the number and

position of the enemy, but Ca}>tain

^^l^i^. \

#x

THE RAID ON DHAKDVL.

And now to return to the scene of

operations at Suakim.

From there an expedition was planned

against the village of Dhakdul, other-

wise called Thakool, twenty miles

westward of Suakim, in the Deberet

Valley, under the personal command
of General Graham ; and the operation

was a most successful one, reflecting

the greatest credit upon all concerned,

^ Clark planned and timed the march of

the Expedition, which, for the first time

in that campaign, succeeded in effecting

a complete surprise of the Haclendowas,

led by the ablest and most vigilant

lieutenant of Osman Digna, the Sheikh

Adam Ali Saadoun.

The latter had posted himself at

Dhakdul with a thousand followers

(having wath them their women and
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cliildren, flocks ami Iu'ihIs"), his avowed

intention beinu: to harass tlie I>ritish

outposts, to cut oil" convcivs and strag-

glers without mercy, and to daniaL;*^

tilt' railway whenever occasion olVcrcd ;

so it was resolved to attack him in

force.

Ou this service there marched from

Suakim, at one in the mornini^, on the

()thof May, the Camel ('t)rps, the ben-

gal Lancers, and detaclnnents of the

•JOth Hussars and Mounted Infantry-,

under General Graham, who, r/t roufc,

was to be joined b}' the 15th Sikhs,

and two hundred friendly Arabs from

Otao, a post teu miles to the southward

of Dhakdul.

The night was one of exceptional

darkness and gloom, and in advancing,

r/'f/ Hasheen, up the valley, General

Graham, whose force was only a thou-

sand strong, had to take the greatest

care to keep the road, and avoid the

many natural obstacles that encumbered

it. ' Without incident the Well of

Deberet, twelve miles from Suakim,

was passed. It was feared that some of

Adam Ali Saadoun's men might be

posted there, and give an alarm ; but all

was quiet and still, and the column

debouched upon the plain, south of

Dhakdul, just as day began to break.

Towards the village the Bengal

Lancers and Mounted Infantry rode in

extended order, the reserve being formed

b}^ the new Camel Corps. The village

—when day was fairly in—was seen to

be situated at the junction of the

Deberet Valley, with another that leads

to Otao. The Arabs were quite un-

aware of the approach of the British

troops till the latter were clo.se upon

them, and then in an instant tln^ wildest

conlusion was seen to prevail, as the

nati\'es, in the highest excitement, en-

dea\(iured to <j;i'i tlieii" Hocks and herds

togt'ther ; wliih' their scouts hronght

in the alarming tidings that another

force was advancing against them

through the valley of ()tao, lea\ing no

esca]>(> in that direct ion.

'^rhe latter consisted of llftv-ninc men
o\' tlie Mounted Fufautry under Cap-

tain Briggs, the friendly Arabs under

Cai)tain Clark of the Royal Engineers

and Mr. Urewster, and a party of

the loth Sikhs, the old Loodiana

]jight Infantry. The men of Saadoun

were thus completely hemmed in

—

caught in a trap—and every one of

them must have been taken or shot

down but for some narrow gorges or

chasms in the rocks known to them-

selves alone. These led to the west-

ward, and dowai through them Saadoun

and most of his men fled with the

utmost precipitation when they saw our

troops approaching.

Hotly pursued by our cavalry, they

were speared, shot, or cut down in

numbers, though while flying they kept

up a running fire, but made not the

lekst attempt to rally or stand. Some
of the more resolute men in the village

took to the nearest eminences, and

facing about opened a rifle fire ; but

our men dismounted, advanced on foot,

and swept them from their position in

splendid style.

We killed one hundred and fifty of

the enemy, and captured all their goats

and sheep, to the number of two thou-
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sand, according- to the despatches, with with an escort of a hundred men of the

nine prisoners, three of whom, being 28th Bengal Native Infantry under

women, were released at Otao. Our Lieutenant Aitken.

casualties consisted only of a bad spear From the lofty position they occupied,

wound, suffered by Lieutenant A. R. these officers could see the Hadendowas
Austin of the Shropshire Regiment, lying in wait for the slender escort of

and bullet wound through the thigh of the Bengal Lancers, and Lieutenant

Corporal Lock of the Grenadier Guards, Aitken, taking- with him thirty-

both serving with the Mounted In- seven of his men, at once doubled down
fantry, but several horses were injured the hill and attacked the Hadendowas,
by spears and bullets. but not before they had repulsed the

This little affair was well planned Lancers and captured the flock. The
and well carried out. Coming from Sepoys poured several volleys mto them,

different directions, the two columns killing a number and putting to flight

arrived on both flanks of Dhakdul the rest. Thus the greater portion of

within three or four minutes of each the sheep and goats were re-taken; but,

other, and it was hoped that the com- in spite of the double blow just inflicted

plete success of the surprise would have on them, the Arabs came down next

the effect of dispiriting the followers of night and damaged the railway and

Osman Digna, who had hitherto con- telegraph wires near Handoub.

sidered themselves, in their fastnesses, On the 7 th, after the affair was over,

safe from any vigorous attack on our Lord Wolseley and his staff rode out

part ; but after the sudden onslaught to Ofcao and Handoub to inspect the

at Dhakdul, and the loss of men and so troops, and before doing so he compli-

many animals, it was supposed they mented the Australian Artillery and

would never feel safe within striking the Sikhs, and promised^a^native officer

distance of us again. of the latter a sword of honour for

Before falling back from Dhakdul, special gallantry,

four hundred sheep and goats were In this affair at Dhakdul, Captain

sent oft' to Suakim in charge of ten of R. H. F. W. Wilson, of the 10th

the Bengal Lancers, who got as far as Hussars, particularly distinguished

Hasheen without seeing anything of himself, but his services remained un-

the enemy, but were there furiously noticed. " I know," says a writer in

assailed by a party of the ubiquitous the Aviiii/ and Navy Gazette of Septem-

Hadendowas. ber .^Gth, 1885, " that Sir Henry Ewart

It fortunately happened that when strongly recommended him for pro-

the columns had first advanced a signal motion in the unpublished despatch of

party had been left on the summit of Colonel A. P. Palmer, C.B., of the 9th

Dihilbat Hill, eight hundred feet in Bengal Lancers, detailing the success-

height above Hasheen. It consisted of ful operations against Mohammed

Major Browell and Captain Sawyer, Adam Saadoun on May Hth. That
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officer broiii,'lit C\i{)taiii Wilson's sorvieos

to Sir CJenild Clraluun's notion in tlir

most prominent manner. ^\'ilson, in

this ati'air. aetcil as senior StalV-( )|lieor

to Colonel l\ilmer, and his readiness of

resource, based on a very extensixc war

experience, was most notable. It

certainlv seems nninst that a member
ol" the Cavalrv I>rii^-adi> StatV, \vlios(>

conduct at llasheen was most unl'avour-

ably commented on in presence of the

enemy, botli by the Chief of the Stall'

and the senior officers of the Ixoyal

Engineers, should be rewarded with ii

brevet, while Wilson, the mainsprini;-

of the brigade, should be left out in

the cold.'

Ca])taiu Sawyer, an officer of the

garrison, now did much valuable work

in sketching the country, and completed

a series of drawings of the whole sur-

rounding neighbourhood, which would

prove most useful if required for stra-

tegical purposes.

The wells at Dhakdul were blown

up by gun-cotton, after which General

Graham returned with the Mounted In-

fantry, and from which place the troops,

under Colonel Walmer, of the Bengal

Cavalry (as stated by correspondents),

were ordered to follow via the Deberet

and Hasheen Valleys. As they left

Dhakdul the enemy appeared on the

hills, and, following them up quickly,

opened a ride tire. The Colonel at

once halted the column, and, after firing

a few volleys, charged and routed the

enemy, of whom more than forty were

killed and a great number wounded.

In tliis skirmish, Mr. Lambie, the

correspondent of the Sydney Morniny

llvra/d, was shot through the leg, and

a sergeant and two pi-ivatcs of the

Camt'l Corps were also wounded.
'

1 am prevented," addctl the eorres-

pondi'ut of a London pajx-r, " l)y the

press eensorshij), from telegraphing

certain details connected with the

engagement of yesterday, and also

certain items of intelligence."

These were sui)])osed to be em1)odied

in certain ([iiestions put in the House

of Commons a lew days after, when

Ml-. J. Morley asked the Secretary of

State for War whether it was in

accordance with the policy announced

in presenting the estimate for Mr.

Gladstone's Vote of Credit, that "the

engagement of the Oth Ma}'' took place

at the village of Dhakdul, in which an en-

campment of Arabs, with their women
and children and tlocks, was attacked

b}^ General Graham, and one hundred

and fifty men killed, altliough it was

alleged by an eye-witness that they

never made any serious attempt at a

stand ?
"

Ere the Secretary could reply, he

was asked by another member whether

his attention had been called to the

following statements by a special cor-

respondent: "'Daylight broke almost

'imperceptibly. We were near the

village of Dhakdul when the friendly

scouts came running in with the news

that the inhabitants were at prayer,

and that if we attacked at once we

should catch them. General Graham

pushed on with a troop of Bengal

Lancers. . . . The enemy fled on

camels in all directions, and the Mounted

Infantrj' and Camel Corps coming up
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gave chase. Some two hundred at-

tempted to stand, and showed a dis-

position to come at us, but evidently

lost heart, not before at least twenty

men had been killed. ... It was

curious to witness the desperate efforts

Our loss has hitherto been only two
Mounted Infantry men wounded. We
have done the enemy all the harm we
could, thus fulfilling the primary object

of the war.' Whether Her Majesty's

Government approved of this mode of

"''' iyf,'

VIEW AT DHAKDfL.

of the enemy to drive their flocks up

the mountain side, turning now and

again to fire on the Bengal Lancers.

The ' friendlies ' tried to cut off the

flocks, and succeeded in capturing some

hundreds of the animals. The village

was looted and burned. We also de-

stroyed the wells with gun-cotton. But

for our being unaware of some narrow

hillock-walks, up which the enemy re-

tired, we might have exterminated them.

105

carrying on warfare, and if not, whether

immediate orders would be sent to the

commanders of the British forces in

the vicinity of Suakim, ordering its

cessation?"

Mr. Corbet also asked " whether it was

true that Her Majesty had telegraphed

to Greneral Graham, congratulating him

on this massacre ?
"

The Marquis of Hartington replied :

" I am afraid I can say little on this
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subiect. r have caivfullv exaininod

the ofKcial dospatoh, aiul also all the

accounts of the oporations whith arc

given l>v the convspontU'Uts, and it

appears to nie that the ohjcet ot" them

is perfectly clear, and that it is not

inconsistent with the di'claration made

!'\ ni\' l•i^•ht hononrahK' friend in la\ini,^

the Vote of Credit on thctaMc 1 have

rt I'crrrd to that statement, and 1 tind

that the Suakini railway wonld he con-

tinued to a point which niav he decided

on consultation with the nulitarv an-

thorities. Therefore no pledge was

given ; on the contrary it was distinctlv

intimated that the progress of the rail-

way would be immediate!}' stopped. It

appears from the othcial despatch that

tlie force at this place (Dhakdul) was

the only organised force of the enemy
which appears to be in existence ; and

it appears also from the several corres-

pondents' reports, that it is believed

that this tribe has been engaged in

constant attacks on the railway, and

upon the troops employed in guarding

it. Under these circumstances it ap-

pears to me to have been a perfectly

legitimate operation on the part of

General Graham to make an expedition

against that place, and to disperse this

force, and thus—so far as it was in his

power—to obviate the necessity of

further fio'htino^. I have no knowledije

of the telegram referred to by the

honourable member for Wicklovv."

It had been sent, nevertheless, as the

Standard states that General Graham
received it from the Queen, congratulat-

ing him and his troops upon the success-

ful action at the village of Dhakdul.

About the same tinie the matter of

our troops in the Soudan was brought

before the House tif iiortls, wlien (icne-

ral tile i'larl of iiongford, (i.C.Ji., rose

to move for a ie(ni"n of the nninber

empK>yt'il there and m Mgypt, and in-

(piired wbetber tlie troops were eom-

])letely eijuipped and snpplied as re-

garded shelter, clothing, and rations

suitable to tlie elimnle. lie said tin'

reser\'e which had been maintained by

Mr. (Jladstone's Govenmient bad been

injurious to the service. it conveyed

the appearance of indecision, and in-

decision at home and abroad reacted on

those who had char<>'e of tlie Arm v.

Assumiuij: that the Government had

some good reason for maintaining these

forces in the Soudan, Parliament and

the country most anxiously iiKjuired

wdiether everything was done, or was

being done, to ensure the health and

efficiency of the troops. In 1882, not-

withstanding the lavish expenditure,

and notwithstanding every official dis-

position to supply the troops in Egypt

more liberally, many serious failures

occurred ; supplies which were sent out

did not reach them in time to be of any

use. He had no wish. Lord Lonofford

continued, to anticipate any failure in

this de])artment, but hoped to be

assured that all had been done that

could be expected for troops in such a

climate. Since he had put his question

on the paper, he observed that a similar

one had been asked in the House of

Commons, and the Marquis of Harting-

ton's answer was anything but satis-

factory. His answer was that he was

not fully informed ; the General on the
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spot hal re})orte{l tluit tlie shelter from

the sun was not complete ; but that

there was some shelter, and the Marquis

belieA^ed it was somethino: in the nature

of a shed. There was a Secretary of

-State, at the head of a great department,

being able to say nothing more than

he believed that, with a temj^erature at

l.^O degrees, the shelter was something

in the nature of a shed ! He hoped

to hear that everything had been done

that Parliament and the people expected.

The Earl of Stanhope inquired

whether an}^ of the troops were to be

sent to Cyj)rus,

The Earl of Morley replied that it

would be contrar}^ to all precedent to

give the strength of troops engaged

in actual operations, and for the same

reason he declined to answer the

question of Earl Stanhope. He had,

how^ever, no objection to state approxi-

mately that the number of British

troops in Egypt and the Soudan was

between 24,000 and 25,000. That in-

cluded the Departmental Corps, but

excluded the Indian contingent and

the Australian troops. The noble Lord

had by no means a monopoly of the

intense desire to do all that was possible

for the comfort and safety of the troops,

and his wishes were entirely shared by

all departments. He could not say

exactly the order in which the stores

had reached the many stations on the

Nile, which were at considerable dis-

tances from each other. Lord Longford

would know that when the Nile was

falling there were considerable stretches

of the river which were extremely

difficult; but weekly reports had been

received from Dongola, Merawi, and

other stations, that stores had been for-

warded up the Nile as rapidly as pos-

sible. There was no reason to suppose

that there was any default in forwarding

the stores, or that the latter were de-

fective in quality or quantity. He
understood that, with the exception of

a few articles, the stores were extremely

satisfactory.

Lord Morley avoided all reference

to the bad flour, already spoken of,

the defective boots, and cartridges that

jammed in the rifles and machine guns.

He added, generally, that he had no

doubt that the officers were doing their

utmost to afford shelter to the troops.

As to the rations, he would only wear}^

the House if he went over all the sup-

plies which had been sent out to Egypt.

All he would say was, that there was

no reason to believe that there was not

a superabundance of supplies, and that

these were sent up the river by various

means of transport without any loss of

time. He believed that it was quite

inevitable,whatever arrangements might

be made, articles of clothing would

sometimes not reach their destination,

but there was no want of energy on

the part of the department at home.

As far as his knowledge w^ent, the

troops were completely equipped and

supplied as regarded shelter, clothing,

and rations suitable to the climate.

On the 8th of May, early in the

morning. Lord Wolseley held a review

of all the troops at Suakim. The

forces on the ground mustered 127

offlcers and 4,410 men, wdth fourteen

pieces of cannon.
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The E. 1*>. Hatteiy of tlu' lloval Tlio march ])ast was in (luick time,

Horse Artillery was on the rii4;iit of thr Artillery at close intervals, the

the line at half intervals. Xi-xt were Cavalrv hy s(iuaclrons (in double troo})s),

the :20th Hussars, the Dth iJen^-al the I'amel Corps and Infantry in

Lancers, and the ^Tounted Infantry, in eohnnns of companies. Alter the troops

line of ([uarter-distanee columns ; then wci-e re-furmed in line, Lord Wolseley

came the Ixoyal Artillery and K'oyal called the comnnmdinir ollicers to the

^SFarine Artillery, with the Camel C'orps. front, and praised the appearance of the
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All the Engineers were in line, and

tlie Infantry Brigade in a line of qnarter-

distance columns. The first brigade

was composed of the Grenadier Guards,

the Australians, and the East Surre}^

Eegiment. The Indian Brigade con-

sisted of the Madras Sappers and Miners

(a corps whose first honours were won
at Seringapatam), the 15th Sikhs and

.:?Sth Bombay Native Infantry, the last

named forming the left of the line.

The reserve ammunition, the water

transport, and the hospital equipments,

were drawn up in rear of the Infantry.

troops in general, but made special

references to the Ro3'al Horse Artillery

and the Cavalry. The Grenadier Guards,

Australians, and Madras SapjDcrs were

particularly lauded, but most of all the

15th Sikhs, whose appearance and

marching past were perfection, each

company exhibiting marvellous pre-

cision and regularity.

Lord Wolseley made several sugges-

tions to General Graham's new Camel

Corps, and enjoined the men of it " to

perfect themselves in drill, as he might

require them up the Nile next autumn."
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At this date the sick in Su;ikiin wore

doing- fairly well, but there was a

notable increase of enteric fever. The

total numbers on the list were ."(lo

British and .007 natives, \vliih> I/O

British and 10^ natives had bi'en sent

away invalided u}) to the sth of ^lav.

At the H. licdoubt ihere were in

hospital 1(19 men, twelve of th(Mn bad

eases of fever, and the ttital number of

deaths had been thirteen. Ih-ig-ade-

Surgeon Tanner reported " that witliin

the last week sickness has increased, and

eases of enteric fever are double what

they were ten days ago. He cannot

speak too highly of the nursing sisters,

Ireland, Norman, and King, and he

considers that their presence produces an

excellent effect among the sick. Their

very uniform, with its little red cape,

brightens up the ward-tents. Up to

this date there have been eighty-seven

cases of dysentery and twenty-seven of

enteric fever admitted."

At the Auxdiary Hospital, on

(^)uarantine Island, Surgeon - Major

Corrv had ninetY-seven non - com-

missioned officers and men, eighteen of

whom were suffering from dysenterj^,

and twelve from fever. The nursing

sisters, Macher and B3diam, were on

duty there. This hospital consisted of

four well-ventilated wooden huts, admi-

rably kept, with a capacity for a hundred

beds.

" I recently," wrote the Ti)nes cor-

respondent at Suakim, " made a com-

plete round of visits to the hospitals

afloat and ashore. I first went on board

the Ganges. The position of her flag,

at half-mast, betokened that some poor

fellow had passed awav. I found it

was Sergeant Atwood, who had died of

an abscess in the li\'er and d^'sentery.

This is the second death since the

(uuu/cs Qwww. Ilcr books contain the

names of eighteen ollieers and 1.0S

non-commissioned ollieers and men.

The lollowing are the names of some

ol" the ollieers: (Jrenadier (Juards

—

.Lieutenants Fox, Pitt, Davis, and

Pakenham; Scots Guards—Lieutenants

Home-Drummond, Moray, and Scott-

Murray; .OOth Hussars—Lieutenant

Leetham ; Royal Artiller}^—Captain

Fox and Lieutenant Yores ; Commis-

sariat and Transport Corps—Captains

Hare and Stacpole; Royal Marine Light

Infantr}'—Lieutenant Brine ; Medical

Staff' - Surgeons - Majors Boult and

Crean
;
Quarter-master T. Thompson

;

Cha2)lain, the Rev. Father Foran.

Sister Wallace is also sick, and will

shortl}' leave ; the other sisters, Cole,

Burleigh, Brown, and Irving, are well,

and working hard. Among the men are

eighteen cases of dysentery and nineteen

of diarrhoea. Among the officers, two

suffer from dysentery and two from

diarrhoea. The men include sixteen of

the Princess Charlotte of Wales's (Berk-

shire) Regiment ; fifteen of the East

Surrey Regiment; fourteen of the

Mounted Infantry ; eleven of the Com-

missariat and Transport Corps ; and ten

of the Medical Staff. Surgeon-Major

Gubbon (formerly of the King's Own
Borderers) informed me that since the

marked increase in the temperature, the

t3'pes of disease are growing more severe

and less amenable to treatment. The

temperature on the upper deck was
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eiglity-one degrees on April 2
'6, and is

now eighty-nine degrees.

" The next ship I visited was the

Balimha, lying astern of the Gaiif/es.

Here, again, I found a death had oc-

curred, that of Private Ford, of the

Commissariat and Transport Corps, of

dysentery. There were on board six

officers and eighty men. The officers

included the following : The Berkshire

Regiment, Captain Rhodes and Lieut.

Inglis ; Mounted Infantry—Captain

Preeman ; Commissariat—Major Rem-

ington ; Transport—Lieutenant Mac

Mahon ; Army Pay Department—Cap-

tain Lysacht ; all doing well. The

Btdimha being a transport is not fitted

up as a hospital with the same complete-

ness and comfort as the Gau(/es displays.

Surgeon-Major Bate informed me that

although the heat is becoming very

great, the sick are generally in good

condition, and the ship is in a satisfactory

state. Next comes the Czarevitch, a

fine old sailing vessel, used as a hospital

for the Indian contingent. The ac-

commodation for officers is small and

bad, there being only room for four
;

but for the men it is decidedly better

than in the Gan(jes and BiiJimba. There

is a possibility that the doctors will

adopt the simple but eflfective plan of

ventilation, consisting in the removal

of a plank along the whole length of

the vessel on each side. The 125 beds

are all occupied by the sick, and a few

badly wounded men, from the battle of

the 22nd March. Fifty per cent, of

the cases are those of dysentery, which

Brigade-Surgeon Morice tells me is

mainly caused by the rice diet, the rice

being insufficiently cooked, and by the

indifferent water drunk. The officers

on board are Captain Muir, of the Staff,

Lieutenant Alban and Dr. Burness of

the 28th Native Infantry, and Captain

Wilkinson of the Royal Engineers.

Besides those in the Czarevitch, the

Indian contingent has ninety sick on

shore, in camp, and in the hospital at

Fort Euryalus."

By the 10th of May the heat in the

tents was 100 degrees, and ahnost daily

troopships were departing home with

invalided officers and men ; by the 12th

the heat was intensified. Thus, the

three hospital ships named, the Base

Hospital, and that in Quarantine Island,

being all full, two new hospitals were

organised, while, we are told, that amid

the delay of distinct and final orders

from London, which were impatiently

expected, "the present state of un-

certainty and suspense " took all heart

out of work of every kind, and irritated

and disheartened the troops.

Reirardino;' the treatment of the sick

and wounded at Suakim at this time.

Professor Ogston, of the University of

Aberdeen, who had been serving there

as a Volunteer Military Surgeon, stated

publicly that no civil hospitals with

which he was acquainted were provided

more thoroughly with all the means of

antiseptic surgery in all its forms than

at Suakim. He added, that, in the

field, no sooner was a man wounded

than he was under treatment ; except

during a rapid and active movement,

made under the pressure of circum-

stances, a wounded man within thirty

seconds was in the hands of the



CASSELL'S HISTOnY OF THE IIMJ.' IX THE ^OUPAX.

surgeons, and two ur thive men of Tound that the Arabs hiul not (listurhcd

the most admirable, sensilde, and well-

skilled type attended him.

Immediately after hi.s airival. Lord

AVolseley went over all tlic works at

Suakim, visited the hospitals atloat and

ashore, and expressed himself " as InMnLr

hit]fhly ])leased witli the splendid elli-

the last restini^-plaoes of any of our

di^id, and tluui rode haek h}' a line nearer

tlu> shore of the lied Sea than tliat

wliieh led direet to the zeriba.

'I'lie raid (o Dhakdul was now^ pro-

diu'inu- its elTeet, for numbers of tribes-

men were seekinj^ jiermission to come

'MmMWIM
FOKTY MILES FKOM SUAKIM: LEADING Ol'T CAMELS AT DAWN.

ciency of the arrangements made by the

medical Staff Corps." But still sick-

ness increased. The heat, we have said,

was 100 degrees in the tents ; but there

were three degrees of difference between

the wet and dry bulb thermometers.

The Australian troops now offered

to form out of their ranks a body of

mounted scouts, if horses were given

them—an offer greatly appreciated by

Lord Wolseley, who, now accompanied

by the entire staff, visited McNeill's

zeriba, and had the nature of the fatal

siu'prise explained to him. The part}'

in and submit, particularly the Amaras,

Samaras, and Fedlahs, who came to

Otao when Lord Wolseley was in-

specting the Scots Guards. To these

natives (who were about 1,000 in num-

ber) rifles and ammunition were given,

and they were certain to be valuable

auxiliaries, as Osman Digna had given

orders to Adam Ali Saadoun to destrov

them root and branch, and carry off

their women and cattle,

" That these orders were issued was

known to the tribes themselves," wrote

a correspondent, " and has made them
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eager to come in and make common

cause with us. If tlie people in Britain

could realise the terrible fate which will

befall the natives who have helped and

trusted us, if we now entirely abandon

them, they would never allow such a

step to be taken. A very small number

of troops would now suffice to hold all

the south, and reopen the caravan

route.

This was keenly felt by all at

Suakim. So much had been spent

in men, toil, and treasure, that it

seemed as if only a little more were

needed now to attain great and lasting

results ; and that it would be grievous

SUAKIM—NOKTHERN HALF, TKOM THE SEA.

this portion of the country, for the

large majority of the natives are ready

to side heartily with us."

He suggested that a couple of Egyp-

tian battalions could hold and garrison

Suakim, and another could keep the

forts up to Tambouk; and all that

was required might be an efficient and

compact flying column, made up of

Mounted Infantry, the Camel Corps,

and a small body of Inftintry, who
could move rapidly in any given

direction, break up armed musters,

cut off Osman's grain supplies from

106

indeed to throw away all that had

been done, to say nothing of the

discredit that might possibly accrue

to us, if we abandoned to ruin and

massacre all who had confided in us

and thrown in their lot with us ; and

the general opinion was, that a force

admirably suited for service could easily

be recruited by British officers in India.

The heat and sickness were increas-

ing; all the hospitals were full, and the

ship Tj/ue now sailed with invalids

numbering twelve officers and two

hundred men. At Cairo, the sick were
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then arrivini,'- from tlio fi\)iit at a verv

serious rate. Tii two days eleven ollieers

and eiirlitv men arrived, all more or

less in a state id' prostration ; as many

metre were eoming next day, while

ninety came from \Vady Haifa alone.

And at this time incredible irritation

was excited in the camp at Kurot,

by the sui.i;ij^estion of some meanly

economical persons in anthority, thai

each oHicer was to build himself a hut at

his own expense—at the cost of tSO

—

after they had erected mess-huts at a

verv hiu"h tii>-iire. Thev lioldlv rejected

the proposal, and representations on the

subject were presented to the Chief of

the Staff.

Eleven thousand cigars (a present

from ^lajor Frank Gibson to the troops

at Suakim) proved a gift that was

gratefully received; and now Mr. Ben-

net Burleigh, the correspondent of the

Baili/ Tclc(/raph, wrote to urge upon

the attention of the British jDcople

the terrible position of our troops in

the Soudan. He said :

—

" Our soldiers for eight weary months

have been campaigning under the most

exceptional!}' "trying circumstances. The

object sought to be gained b}' the

campaign has been irretrievably lost,

and the morale of the force has, as

in all armies, fallen in consequence.

How have the men fared for the most

part? They have borne incessant hard

work—fighting, marching, digging, and

guard duties; in ragged clothes, worn-

out boots, their beds the bare ground,

their abodes often a mere blanket to

shade them from the noonda}- glare,

with, latterl}^, ill-adapted tents and a

few rudely-built huts of dhurra stalks;

their food rough soldier faiv —tinned

and fresh meat, coarse bread made from

native iK'ur, intermixed with millet

grain, a pim-h of eompressed vegetables,

with a seant dole of tea or eolVee and

sugar. Surrounded by a ])opulation

that disliki's the ' inlidel ' more than

it feai's the Mahdists, th(> ])osition of

our troo})s is now a disheartening one.

Without the excitement of conllict to

arouse them, (juartered within the

tropics in a greater than Indian heat,

without one of the comforts or appli-

ances to make life bearable which the

humblest private there enjoys, devoid

of interest or faith in any proposed

autumn campaign, having no longer

the inspiriting cry, ' On to Khartoum,'

is it any wonder that what was foretold

is happening—namel}', widespread sick-

ness and death ?
"

Undoubtedly the circumstances in

which our soldiers were now placed

were of the most trying description.

But it must not be forgotten that the}'

bore their privations and discomforts

with great fortitude. If they com-

plained they complained among them-

selves, or in letters to friends at home.

They made no public outcry, and in-

deed it may be questioned to what

extent they would have approved all

the statements that were published

then and since by j^eople who were

professing to act on their behalf and

in their interest.

On the 7th- of May the Gcelong left

Suakim for Portsmouth, with 150

soldiers and .200 navvies, all invalids,

on board. 4



75

CHAPTEE V.

TROUBLES or THE MAHDI.

The Garrison of Kassala—Crocodile Fishing—The Fight near >Sennaar—Dormer in Command on the U]5pcr

Nile—Siege of El Obeid—The Question of Retaining Dongola—The Rival IMahdis.

The Governor of Kassala, a Circassian now living on sesame. Althoug-li I

officer, called "a second Gordon," was have orders to cut mj way out, I will

still holding out valiantly against great not leave my people." And so, with

odds. The population of the town was the memory of the fate of those who
estimated at from 25,000 to 30,000, defended Tokar, Sinkat, and Khartoum
and his garrison, as given in the tahular before them, he and his garrison resisted

statement sent by Sir Evelyn Baring to steadily and doggedly.

Lord Granville at the end of the yea.Y " It is impossible," wrote a corres-

1S83, was somewhere about 1,200 of pondent at this time, "to express the

all ranks. feeling at Cairo for the forlorn hope ot

A Greek merchant, who reached the this brave garrison, which had now held

Italian garrison at Massowah about out for over a ^^ar, and was in a posi-

the Sth of April, stated that when he tion so remote—two hundred and sixty

escaped, or passed through the enemy's miles in a straight line from Suakim,

lines at Kassala, the garrison was still and two hundred and thirtj^ from

holding gallantly out, though painfully Khartoum."

straitened for food. He added, that the At this time Sir F. Milner asked the

enemy had for a time almost abandoned First Lord of the Treasury in Parlia-

the blockade of the town, and hopes ment whether he was aware that the

were entertained that news of Osman Italian Government would send assist-

Digna's defeats at our hands might ance for the relief of the garrison of

so far intimidate the tribes in that Kassala if directly jDressed by Her
neighbourhood, the people of Zabderat, Majesty's Government ; and whether,

Algeden, and the Desert of El Hawede, in the interests of common humanity,

that the garrison might be able to he would make an earnest appeal to the

obtain supplies from the surrounding Italian Ministry'' to lend a helping hand

country. before it was too late.

On the 13th of April a letter from Though the relief of the Soudan

the Governor of Kassala was received garrisons had been one of the primary

at Suakim, in which he wrote thus:— objects of the Expedition, Mr. Glad-

" Having heard of the advance of the stone said that although it had been

British troops, we are still holding out quite understood all along that the

with the hope that we shall be relieved, garrison of Kassala was not within

We have eaten all the donkeys, and are the sphere of British military opera-
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tions in the Soudan, yei great interest assertion tliat the Italian Cabinet was

was naturally tVlt in consequence of |)re})are(l to attempt tlie relief of Kas-

the gallant maniu'r in which the com-

mander of the Ljarrison had held \\\>

sala. There had been communications

of a confidential character witli the

post. Her Majesty's (fovernment had Italian (Jovernment on tluvsuljjcet ; but

VIEW XEAR MASSOWAH.

considered the various proposals em-

bracing the subject of the relief, and

offered such suo-CTestions as occurred

to them, but, he was sorry to say, at

present without any positive result. In

regard to Italy, he was not aware of the

state of the facts to which the honour-

able gentleman referred—namely, the

he had nothing to declare with regard

to them.

Sir John Hay then very naturally

asked whether the Kassala garrison did

not come within scope of the instruc-

tions given to General Gordon and

Admiral Hewett; but Mr. Gladstone

replied that the withdrawal of the
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garrison, if it could be effected, was an

object of interest certainly, but it

never came within the sphere of

British military operations.

So little is known, as yet, of all the

places we have to refer to from time to

time in the Soudan, that every item of

information is of interest, and we may

sand-islands, where she has buried her

eggs. The native spies out the phice,

and on the south side of it—that is to

the leeward—he makes a hole in the

sand by throwing up the earth on

the side on which he expects the

crocodile. Then he hides himself,

and if the crocodile has not observed

^¥^Mm'hM^mm '^%m
ox THE EOAD TO BEKTtER, EIGHTY" MILES FROM Sl'AKIM : A MIDDAY HALT.

here quote, from the scarce Travels of

Dr. Riippell, the mode in which the

natives of Dongola caught the crocodile,

a reptile abounding in the river there,

and for the fishing of which—if we may
use the term—the people of the Mudir

are famous, as many of our soldiers

saw.

" The most favourable season for

catching the crocodile at Dongola is

the winter, when the animal usually

sleeps on sand-banks to enjoy the sun,

or during the spring, after j^airing time,

when the female regularly watches the

him, it comes to the usual place and

soon falls asleep in the sun. Then the

Dongolese darts his harpoon with all

his might at the heart. To succeed,

the iron end ought to penetrate at least

to the depth of four inches, in (.)rder

that the barb may hold fast. The

wounded crocodile Hies to the water,

and the huntsman to his canoe. A
piece of wood fastened to the harpoon

by a long cord, Hoats on the water and

shows the direction in which the croco-

dile is moving. The huntsman, by

pulling this rope draws the beast to
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the surface, where it is soon pi(n\\Hl by

a second harpoon."

Eiippell adds tliat the llesh and fat

of the crocodiles were eaten l)y ihe

Berbers. "The four musk inlands oi'

the crocodile are a Ljreat part of the

profit of tlu' capture, as tlie I'x'Hhms

will give as much as two dollars in

specie for the four ^-lands, which they

use as a perfumed luiLTuent for the

liair.

On the 3rd of ^lay tidinij^s came to

l)ong(^la tliat tlu' ]\Iudir (then rn route

to Cairo, whit-h he reached on the

7 th) had dismissed the Emir of Berber,

^fohammed el Kheir, for disaffection;

and that the forces of the INIahdi, under

Abdul Karim and Shujarel Kheir, liad

been defeated by the jjarrison of Sennaar

at ^lesalamieli, and that both these

leaders had been severely wounded.

This place was described in Colonel

1 >.Miald Stewart's paper as being situ-

ated one hundred and thirt}' miles

distant from Sennaar, and fifty from

Khartoum, and on the shore of the

Blue Nile. The citv of Sennaar is

situated on a hill, but oulyhicfh enousrh

to secure it against the inundations

which take place in the rainy season,

when the river rises twenty feet. In

IS 84 the garrison consisted of about

."3,900 men. The rising against the

^lahdi was now spreading rapidly in

Kordofau, where a famine w^as threat-

ened, and the Baggara and Horar Arabs

were said to have joined it.

The remnant of his forces, who lost

their train of guns at Mesalamieh,

retreated from thence to Abu Harar,

and sent a request, but in vain, to

Khartoum lor reinforcements, which

Were not a\ailable.

On the !)th t.f :May Major-General

l^ormcr with his staff went to Debbeh,

to assume command on the T"'^ppcr Nile,

in the absence of Sir Kvelyn Wood,

who had i^-one to Cairo.

it was about this time that a serious

lire broke out in the canij) of the

(Juards at Dongola. The ti'oops turned

promptl}' out for lire duty, and managed

to check the tlames, but not before six

of the wooden huts were completely

destroyed.

The troubles of the IMahdi were

certainl}' increasing. A s])}' wdio re-

turned to Dongola now reported that

El Obeid was closely invested by Abu
Essomad, Sheikh of the Bedernaya

Arabs, and several other warlike chiefs.

A vigorous but unsuccessful attempt

to raise the siege was made by Abu
Angu, who advanced to the relief of

El Obeid at the head of a large force

;

but after a sharp conflict wdtli the

besiegers he w^as defeated and com-

pelled to retire to Eddafui, near Abba,

where the Mahdi was then in jiosition.

The forces of Abu Essomad consisted

of 8,000 fighting men and 1,000

slaves.

On the 10th of May, Osman Digna,

with a party of followers, visited Berber,

from whence the Emir of that place

had gone to Khartoum to seek for

troops to attack Lord Wolseley at

Suakim. But small-pox was raging in

the vicinity of Khartoum and Omdur-

man, and many Arabs were dej^arting,

saying that the British loaded their

guns with the pestilence in order to
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kill those of their enemies who escaped

in battle.

With reference to Lord Hartington's

declaration in the House of Commons
concerning British policy in regard to

the Soudan, the Government of the

Khedive, on the 13th May, stated that

it was absolutely necessarj^ that Egypt
should retain a hold upon the city and

entire province of Dongola ; and, con-

cerning this subject, on the 14th Sir

Evelyn Baring telegraphed to Lord

Granville as follows :

—

The questiou of establishing some Admiiiistra-

tiou for the Province of Dougola beiug mainly a

military one, I consulted Lord Wolseley and General

Bnller on the points mentioned in your Lordship's

telegram of the 9th instant. Lord Wolseley thinks

that if the railway were completed to Hanuek the

province might be held l)y a small force of black

soldiers, with four armed steamers, until the Mahdi
can make an attack in force ; that when he does so

Dongola will fall into his power. The defence of

Dongola might be attempted with a British battalion

at the end of the railway at Hannek, supported by
two Egyptian battalions to hold the railway at

Wady Haifa. Lord Wolseley thinks this experi-

ment embraces dangers, but might be Avorth trying,

as preferable to handing over Dongola to the Mahdi
and anarchy.

" General BiUler thinks the extension of the rail-

way to Hannek at this moment would be a vraste of

money; that no force of blacks which we could get

woidd be sufficient to hold or reconquer the pro-

vince of Dongola, and that no reliance can be placed

on them
; that the Mahdi's Emir Ezzain will occupy

Merawi the day after our troops leave. He reports

that all his Copts and officials wish to leave Don-
gola. In a subsequent telegram General Bnller

says his opinion might be materially altered and the

whole condition of things changed Ijy a great mis-

fortune, such as a crushing defeat at the hands of

Sheikh Osman Morghani, happening to the Mahdi.
an event which may take place now at any time.

I have the honour to point out to your Lordship
that General Bnller"s opinions are in several re-

spects similar to those expressed by the Mudir of

Dongola. I have also consulted General Stephen-
son, Nubar Pasha, Ad-el-Kader Pasha, and Colonel

Watson, on this subject.

" We are uiianimous in the opinion that to endea-
vour to establish any Government at Dongola, if

the British troops are to be withdrawn at once,
woidd be quite useless. In view, therefore, of the
decision of Her Majesty's Government, we think
that instructions should be given to General Bnller
to send down all troops, arms, and ammunition, and
as many of tlie civil population as wish to leave

Wady Haifa; tliat the British rear-guard should
be the last to leave. Your Lordship will understand
that we make this recommendation only Ix'cause we
consider it to be the necessary consequence of the

decision of Her Majesty's Government to abandon
the Province of Dougola at once, but that it is in

no way to be taken to imply our agreement with
that decision. Nuljar Pasha, on behalf of the

Egyptian Government, requests me to make a final

and most earnest appeal to the Government of Her
Majesty to postpone the departure of the British

troops from Dongola for, say, six months, in order

that there may be at least a chance of establishing

a Government there. ISTubar Pasha fears that the

retreat of the British from Dongola will react on
Egypt, and especially on the southern provinces, to

such an extent as will render it impossible for the

Khedive's Government to maintain order, and that

they will be forced to appeal to Her Majesty's

Government for help to preserve order in the

country, and that thus the present system of

Government, which Her Majesty's Ministry have
been at so much trouble to maintain, will be found
no longer possiljle.

" I have ventured to request your Lordship by
telegraph to send me a very early answer as to

whether instructions are at once to be sent for the

total evacuation of Dongola by tlie Egyptian forces.

Sir Redvers Bnller is pressing for a decision on
several points of detail. Pending reference to your
Lordship, I have told him to make all necessary

arrangements for the retreat of the Egyptian troops

and such of the civil population as wish to come
away."

From Suakim, on the IStli May,
Lord Wolseley telegraphed thus to

the Marquis of Hartington :

—
" BuUer

telegraphs that he has instructed

Baring to send down all the Egyptian

troops, civil employes, stores, guns, &c.

He can only feed his rear-guard at

Fatmeh until 2()th July, and the trans-

port question for a large number of
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civilians is verv tlillieult. L iuUt thoo knuwi) tliat the Sluikcniia Arabs wciv

ciiciimstances, it may be uecessary for inusti'riiii;- at Ivulax, on tlie IMwo Nile,

him to destroy tlie Kirvntiaii stores ami had made a iunelioii willi ihose of

freely.
"

^idi ( )smaii witli tlie avowed intention

Oil the same dav the ^larrpiis re- ot marehinL;- on Kharttuim, while tlie

j)lu'd that " no orders had heeii L;"i\fii L^'allant L;';irrisoii ol' Seimaar had wod

MASTER AND SLAVE SKETCH OX THE ItLVE NILE, KHARTOUM.

by Jjord Granville which insist on the

evacuation within any specified time ;

"

adding, " We should prefer deliberate

withdrawal without the destruction of

stores, and do not clearly understand

any reasons making this impossible."

But Lord Hartington was in Down-
ing Street, and not in Dongola.

Then, on the 15th of May, it was

another victory over the Mahdi. At

this time the Mubashir paper announced

that the two Mahdis, the old and

the ne\v, had sent delegates to the

Sheikh Senoussi, in Tripoli, inviting

him to visit Kordofan and decide as to

which was the true Prophet and which

the false ; or, if age should prevent

him travelling so far, to send a fitting
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representative, or, at least, a letter But, amid all the turmoil around

stating his opinion. The delegates, them, it is amusing to find the brigade

however, failed to find Senoussi at of Guards at Dongola giving a Saturday-

home, the wily old Sheikh having night concert, at which the Greneral and

taken a long journey so as not to be all the staff were present; and the

THE NILE AT OLIJ CAUUJ.

beguiled into giving an opinion till the

rivals had decided the matter by the

sword. And on the 17th of May the

Mahdi lost Abdullah Taashi, his chief

khalifa and master spirit, who died of

small-pox. This man was a powerful

adherent, and his followers at once

dispersed to their homes on his death.

Hussars had athletic games and other

sports.

The Mahdi, among his rivals and

enemies, was now decidedly having the

worst of it in all his recent encounters

with them, and by the 22nd of May was

withdrawing his troops everywhere to

Gebeletin, leaving his war steamers at

107



82 CASSEirS HISTOIiY OF THE U^iTi TX THE SOVDAX.

Sohat (or Soba), on tlio Nile, wlunv

there are the ruins of an ancient city,

the buildiniT materials of wliicli are

conveyed to Khartoum and distances

beyond it.

The .IHar stated tliat tlie :\ralidi.

Moluunnied Achniet Slieniseddin. liad

aj>plied to the Sultan of Wadai, re-

(juestinc^ the latter to aid him with

(1,000 men aij^ainst his troublesome

rival, promising to cede to him several

towns in Darfour in n^turn for his assist-

ance. Hut the Sultan, being a friend

of the Khedive, declined, reminding

the ]\rahdi that Darfour was an Egyp-

tian province to which he (Mohammed
Achmet) had no claim whatever.

^leanwhile ^[usta])ha Yaver Pasha,

the ]\Iudir of Dongola, was at Cairo,

advocating energetically before the

Khedive the retention and protection

t>f his province ; but the chief difficul-

ties arose from the question of expense,

and parties of fugitives, in dread of the

future, began to leave it fast. On the

21st of May 500 left for Cairo or

Lower Egypt; on the 26tli 1,700 ; and

on the following day 2,300, all more

or less in misery and destitution.

The Emir of Berber now gave out

that the British meant to retire because

the African sun was killing them by

burning off their noses and lips, and a

force of the enemy, with one piece of

cannon, was gathered at Berti, under

the Emir Lekalik, with the intention,

if an opportunity offered, of attacking

our post at Merawi.
" In my journey down the Nile

from Korti," wrote the correspondent

of the Standard at the time, " I have

been able to give some attention to the

British posts on the bank of tlie river.

Everything in and about them is main-

tained ill till' highest state of elliciency.

The hospitals en route, which serve

as resting-places for our poor fellows

coining lioinc imalidcd, are admirably

organised, comforts are plentiful, and

the care which is bestowed upon the

sufferers is almost atfectinij: thron<j:h its

extreme thoughtfuluess. The atten-

tion to their wants is much valued by

the sick and wounded, who all speak in

the highest ])raise of the arrangements

made to lessen their sulferin<;s. 1

have als(^ taken special observation of

the now posts which are destined to

be occupied l)y our troops during the

summer months. The sites are as

pleasant as could be selected, though

that is not saying a great deal. All

the places are well, though simply,

defended."

The proposed extension to Ferket of

the railway from Sarras would now
render it necessary to alter the then sites

of many of the camps. Sarras is 800

miles from Cairo, at the seventeenth

gate of the Grreat Cataract. There the

rocky hills are several hundred feet

in height. In the letters of the late

Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre, of the South

Staffordshire Regiment, the locality

of this post is thus described :

—
" I

was out before 6 a.m., and, after going

through the camp, went for a ride

across the strip of desert and through

a pass in the hills to see what was on

the other side, and it well repaid me.

A grand, wild scene : a desert about a

mile wide in parts, with the boldest
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rocks, a few hundred feet high, at the

sides, and these all different shades and

colours—a perfect picture. I rode on

—not a living thing to be seen—and

came back through another pass. I am
sure that thousands of years ago these

sand hills were the banks of the Nile

;

the whole of the valley we are in was

once the bed of a river more like a sea.

This, I think, must have been so from the

appearance of the rocks and bold cliffs

on the hill sides, which clearly show they

were once washed by strong water."

Elsewhere this officer, who was so

soon to be cut off in battle, wrote of

Sarras :

—
" Up at daybreak, and went

for a ride along the edge of the desert.

It was some religious day among the

Arabs ; they had flags at all the small

tombs, which are scattered near Arab

villages. Their graveyards are not

enclosed, but mere spots in the desert,

no boundary where each tribe bury.

The graves were closed and marked by

a pile of pebbles off the desert on the

grave, and at the head an earthen-

ware vessel, in which they burn a light

all night on anniversaries. At one

place there was a gathering (of

mourners ?) of some hundreds in a

line about four deep, all dressed in long

white or sky-blue robes and white tur-

bans—no other colours. They were

facing the east, praying, and a few

hundred children were running round

dancing and yelling. It was a most

curious sight ; I never saw one like

it."

—

United Service Magazine, 1885.

ZEKIBA AND TENTS AT OTAO.
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At this time the armour-phited patrol but tliis was the first actual discovery

train rau niu'htlv ui) and down the of the matter.

line from Suakim to the posts in front. Before the middle of May was

It was furnished with a brilliant lime- reached the period of suspense regard-

light, and carried thirty riflemen, with ing the ultimate destination of the

their ofhcers. Moreover, that the rebels Suakim field force was unbearably pro-

had friends outside was proved when, tracted—whether they were to advance

in ^lay, the Egyptian coastguard dis- to Khartoum in autumn, as Lord

covered a schooner landing—to the Wolseley had not ceased to say ; to be

westward of Alexandria—a quantity sent to the Afghan frontier to fight

of gunpowder, destined for transmis- the Russians; to garrison Lower Egypt;

sion to the Soudan. or to return home. All was dark and

The coastguard gave chase, but the vague I
" This outlandish ])]a.ce,"

schooner effected her escape in the wrote one from Otao, "is as full of

dark, her crew, as she fled under all rumours and gossip as the Stock Ex-

sail, throwing a number of barrels over- change."

board. For some time it had been One da}^ it was said that the rail-

suspected by the authorities, British way was to be torn up ; next that the

and Egyptian, that supplies of powder Guards and Australians were going to

Avere secretly landed for the Soudan

;

London ; then that the line was to be
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held by the Indian contingent, while the

Guards went to Cairo, there to remain

till the autumn campaign opened.

" We know nothing for certain," he

continued, " excepting that our men

are engaged all day in protecting the

navvies, scattered along the line, from

six o'clock in the mornins" till six

troops. " Too many thanks," wrote

another correspondent, " cannot be be-

stowed upon the members of that

Society, who, among other comforts,

have brought out a large store of

oranges, tobacco, cocoa, and condensed

milk, and which are most generously

morning and largely distributed among the

MARCH THROUGH THE DESERT.

o'clock in the evening, and that at night

they lie fully accoutred round a large

camp of non-combatants. However,

the extraordinary^ number and variety

of rumours—which remind some here

of long-gone Crimean days—serve to

keep the brains as well as bodies busy

in this not very exciting locality, for

lately we have been denied any noc-

turnal entertainment by the enemy."

The arrival of the yacht Stella at

Suakim, with another large and gene-

rous supply from the National Aid

Society, gave great satisfaction to the

troops. Need I say how thoroughlj^

these things are appreciated by our

men
The chief annoyance arose from the

swarms of flies, which rendered eating

and drinking a misery before sunset.

Mosquitoes as yet were few, and the

flies ceased from troubling after night-

fall.

A Parliamentary paper, containing

further correspondence respecting the

military operations in the Soudan, was

now published. It extended from the

.0;3rdof March to the 18th of May, and
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amongst the earlier comnuiiiications was s\is]X'iulfd, but that tSuakim would be

one from Lord Wolselev to thr Manpiis held for the present,

of Hartington, in which he di'taiU'd On Apiil Kith Lord W'olseley, tbeu

his views upon the situation consequent at Cairo, a^aiu addressed ijord liart-

upon the fall o\' Kliartonni and sai-ri- in^tou as to the bi-st policy to adopt

fice of CJordon, and recommended that, in the Soudan. lie uiL;-ed that the

as it was impossible for him to uuth-r- reasous wliicli made it almost iuipera-

take any further operations until tlie tive upon us to destro}' the power of

end of summer, the {)ower of Osman the Mahdi at Khartoum were not sulli-

Digna should in tlu' meantime be cieiitly gras])ed by the j)eople of (Jreut

cruslied, and that a railway should, Britain, and he stated o])enly, as the

witlutut delay, be constructed in the ri'sult of his experience of Lgyi)t and

direction of Berber. the Soudan, that he held in the

On April L3th Lord Hartiugton strongest possible manner, both from a

would seem to have telegraphed that, military and a financial point of view,

owing to the condition of Imperial and also with regard to the general well-

atfairs, it was highly probable that the being of Lgypt proper, that the grow-

expedition to Khartoum might have ing power of the Mahdi must be met,

to be abandoned, and the troops sent not b}' a purely defensive policy on the

down as fast as possible to Egypt, and frontier, whether at Assouan or Wady
Lord Wolsele}' was instructed to con- Haifa, but by his overthrow in the

sider the best means to be promptly neighbourhood of Khartoum,

taken for their safe withdrawal. Lord This despatch we have already given

AVolseley replied that there was no di Hi- at length, and in another, dated

cult}' in withdrawing the troops, but Suakim, Ma}^ 11th, he again strongly

ni'ged that Wady Haifa and Korosko deprecated such doubtful policy as the

should be held as outposts. wdthdrawal indicated.

This would enable the British troops On that day the military correspon-

to concentrate near Dongola or Hannek dents had an interview with ]\Iajor

whenever it was necessary; it w^ould CoUen, the Military Secretary of General

secure the allegiance of the frontier Graham, in order to draw up a missive

tribes, and save trouble, disturbance, to the latter expressing their indebted-

and possibly local risings. Lord Hart- ness for the courtesy and kindness

ington, in reply, intimated that the Go- so invariably shown them by the mili-

vernment did not insist on precipitate tary authorities. On the 11th Lord

retirement, but also that they did not AVolseley visited the Anchorage, where

contemplate an indefinite retention of a magnificent fleet of white-painted

British troops at Dongola. A subse- " troopers " lay moored ; and on the

quent communication from the Secre- following day he visited the Scots

tary, dated April 15th, announced that Guards at Tambouk, and was deligh-

the Suakim-Berber railway would be ted with the appearance of the bat-
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talion, under all the circumstances, and to have few camels, and only 150 cattle,

said the Scots fully maintained their His followers had replaced the huts we
high reputation. burned at Tamai by others, and his

Parties of Arabs of various tribes scouts were posted on the Teselah

now continued to come into the Guards' Hills.

outpost at Otao, where eventually a H.M. Troopship Tj/ne sailed from

special encampment had to be formed Suakim on the 14th May with invalids

for them ; and it was hoped that this in charge of Drs. Mapleton, College,

movement was the commencement of a Holmes, and Beevon, numbering twelve

general submission on the part of the officers and 120 men ; but still the per-

septs in this part of the Soudan, and centage of sick was very high ; and

an admission of the futility of further the case of one invalided officer, which

resistance to British power. found its way into the Times, was a

The Habbab section of the Beni peculiarly hard one—that of a sub-

Amer tribe between Suakim and Mas- lieutenant of the Royal Navy,

sowah were also anxious to make sub- He had served throughout the Egyp-

mission, and it was believed that the tian war since 1882, and was invalided

tribes in the south and Amaras in the for rheumatism. After being a month

north would together form a strong in hospital at Malta, he was " surveyed

"

barrier against Osman Digna, who was and sent home to Haslar, where, after

now reported to be at Tamai, together a few days, the doctors informed him
with Adam Ali Saadoun, who was in that his only chance of permanent re-

dire disgrace with the former for suffer- covery was to proceed immediately to

ing himself to be surprised by General German baths. To enable him to

Graham at Dhakdul. Osman's followers follow their advice, he had to be " dis-

were stated to be only a few hundred charged to the shore " for two months,

strong, but any information on such a which means that he was deprived of

point was most unreliable. On the every farthing of pay for that time,

14th of May their combined forces and was left to find his way to (ler-

were numbered at a thousand men. many as best he could, keep himself.

Anxious, however, as the troops and pay his own doctor's bills. " He
were to get away from the scorching hopes," continued the writer in the

and blinding desert, it was hoped by Times, " that he may yet be allowed

all that Government would not destroy 2s. 6d. a day ; but what is that for a

the whole fruits of a most arduous sick man in the position of a gentle-

campaign by showing too suddenly to man ? It is not the half-pay of a rail-

the Arabs an intention of abandoning way navvy. An army officer of any

the Soudan, and leaving the friendly rank similarly invalided draws his full

tribes who aided 'us to the vengeance pay, however small that may be, and I

of a merciless enemy. am not aware that his expenses are

Osman was said to be short of grain, greater than his brothers in the navy.



S8 CASSELUS HISTOEY OF THE WAPi IX THE SOUDAN.

Wlien T first heard of this officer's case,

as there is no such thiiij:^ as lialf-pay

for a sub-lieutenant, I was persuaded

tliat the Admiralty intended to ])roniote

him, as he had been an actinti^ lieutenani

at[^Suakini for a couple of months, lill-

ini: a deatli vacancy, as one of ilie

lieutenants of his ship was killed on

the Auxiliary Hospital on Quarantine

Islan<l stood on an old binyin*^-

L^round, and that ij^reat sickness ])re-

vailed there in consecjuence of the

unhealthiness of the situation ; and, if

so, whether he would not at once take

ste])s to have it removed to a more

suitable position. The Marcpiis of

IX THE DESEUT—LETT TO DIE.

]\Iarcli :2:2ud at McNeill's zeriba. In-

stead, however, of being confirmed in

his acting rank, as is invariably the

case on active service, he is 'discharged

to shore,' doubled up with rheumatism,

to do the best he can on half-a-crown a

day, to ruminate on the glories of his

profession, and honours and rewards to

be obtained on active service."

With regard to the health of the

troops at Suakim, Lord Edward Cecil,

in the House of Commons, asked the

Secretary of State for War whether he

could ascertain if it were true that

Hartington replied that the Auxiliary

Hospital on (Quarantine Island was

certainly stationed on an old burial-

ground ; but in answer to a telegram

he was assured the spot was most salu-

brious, as it was six years since any

interment had taken place there, and

it did not appear that the gravej^ard

had rendered the rest of the island in

any way unhealthy.

The 9th Bengal Lancers now pre-

sented General Graham w^ith one of

the handsome standards, taken by

them at Dhakdul, which he said he
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would ever prize as a souvenir of the

gallantry of " Hodson's Horse." And
now a very general feeling was ex-

pressed in camp that the Australian

Contingent, prior to its departure home,

should be taken to England and shown

to the people of London. Such a step,

our soldiers thought, would be much
appreciated in the distant colony from

whence their comrades came, and would

bolicum perseverare," the Liberfe re-

marked that " The British were not

devils in a path bristling with obstacles

and bordered with precipices and

abysses." The Liherfe warmly recom-

mended the prudent course, now that

we had been too late, and disclaimed

all sympath}'^ with those men disposed

to sneer at England, which, it added,

"has again given to France a lesson in

KIR HANIIVK WELLS, NEAR SUAKIM.

increase the loyal feeling existing there

towards the mother country.

Many of the Continental papers at

this time praised the proposal to evacu-

ate the Soudan, particularly the Paris

Liberie, which deemed it another in-

stance of the essentially practical

character of the British people. Not-

withstanding the undoubted checks

incurred to military and political jjres-

tige, it said, a discreet return had been

made to the original programme, now
that there was no longer a Gordon to

be rescued, and now that the arduous

and perilous character of the enterprise

was \ fully overcome. Quoting the

proverb, " Errare humanum est, dia-

wisdom. We are engaged in many
distant enterprises, where we are strug-

gling more for honour than for interest.

Would it not be well to make, like

England, a calculation of profits and

losses, and to persevere only when
there is something substantial to gain?"

On the 15th of May the station at

Tambouk was ordered to be abandoned,

while those at Otao and Handoub were

to be retained ; and the friendly tribes

were to be organised, and utilised for

the protection of that portion of the

railway which had been laid down.

On the morning of the same day the

Mounted Infantryand Camel Corps went

out to McNeill's old zeriba to make an
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exliaustivo soavoh in the busli round it,

with orders to l)ur\ any o\' the Ixulios

of our poojilo which had hccn as \ct

undiscovered. They came upon a

party I'f Arabs, and killed several : (he

rest tied wildly, and th.)UL;-h iliev

tired a few shots we had no casualties.

Lat(U- in the day the Shropshire coni-

pan\' of the (^iniel C\u'j)s found, and

huned ut>ar the fatal /.eriha. (he bodies

of two troo])ers of the l!)th Hussars,

wht> had heen niissinij since the action

at Handouh, just before the commence-

ment of this last campaii^n. The

remains had bi'en stripped of every-

thiuLC, but were unmntilated, and in a

wonderful state of preservation.

On the same day the troops engaged

in this sorrowful duty found and re-

interred near the zeriba a considerable

number of bodies, which had been

dragged out of their graves by the

jackals. " The men," said the I)a/7j/

Chronicle, " brought back harrowing

reports of the shocking scenes they

liad witnessed. It must, however, be

recorded, to the credit of the rebels,

that they did not appear to have inter-

fered in any way with our dead." It

was now estimated that 14 per cent,

of the troops had been invalided.

At hist the long-expected orders for

home came I

The garrison of Suakim was to con-

sist of one battalion of British Infantry,

the 15th Sikhs, the 7th Bengal, and

28th Bombay Native Infantry regi-

ments, the Madras Sappers and ^Miners,

a mounted battery of Royal Artillery,

and the Egyptian Camel Corps. The
rest were to quit the Soudan at once.

Lord \\ olseley made a fai'e\\<'II in-

spection of the Australian Contingent,

and e\])ressed " the great pride he felt

to command (hem, and his deej) regret

in not ha\ ing had tiie opj)oi-t unit \' of

being more with them personallw He
considered that then- woik, bearinir,

and behavioui-, had I)eeii deserviuir of

(he highes( praise. The fact of New
South W'^ales being able to send such

troo])s would probably deter any ])ower

from hastily entering upon a war with

Britain. The Australians had, indi-

vidually and collectively, deserved the

esteem of their conu'ades in arms, and

took with them the best wishes of the

whole troops."

In response the Australians gave

three hearty cheers for the Queen, for

Lord Wolseley, and Sir Gerald Graham.

When the Hon. W. Bede Dalley,

Acting Colonial Secretary, received a

telegram from the Agent- General for

New South Wales, saying, that the

services of the Contingent being no

longer required in the Soudan, it would

return to Sydney at such time as the

Imperial Government determined, and

that arrangements for its transport

would be made by the colony of New
South Wales, he added :

—
" We desire

3^oir on the part of this Colony to

thank the Imperial Government for

the honour conferred on our troops.

Though the men are no longer required

for the service of the Empire, the

spirit which animated the country is

strengthened by the generous way in

which the services of the men have

been recognised by Great Britain."

Since that telegram had been received.
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Her Majest3^'s Government hud made

arrangements for the conveyance of

the colonial troops home in the Arab.

Sir Saul Samuel, having reported this

offer to his Government, received the

following reply :

—
" Convey to the Im-

perial Government the hearty thanks

of the colonists of New South Wales

for their generous offer, which we

accept with gratitude. Hand over all

the horses to the War Office as a gift

from the Colon3^''

On the same day the Australians

were inspected General Graham paid

a farewell visit to the old 70tli Regi-

ment before their departure, and ad-

dressed them in the highest terms of

praise, saying that their steady volley-

firing had produced the greatest effect

every time they were in action, and

that they had, during this campaign,

fully sustained their splendid reputa-

tion, and that won by their predecessors

in Guadaloupe and New Zealand.

On the day after the inspection of

the Australian Contingent, Lord Wolse-

ley issued the following special and

important general order to the soldiers,

sailors, and marines of the army of the

Soudan :

—

" Her Majesty's Goverumeut liaviug decided to

withdraw most of the troops from the Soudau, I

desire, when bidding you farewell, to express to

all my deep seuse of your admirable couduet. The

army in the Soudan has not only fouglit with

courage and firmness, and cheerfully borne no small

amount of hardship ; it has shown, in addition,

higher qualities than were required for the patient

endurance of privation, or for the defeat of the

bi'ave but cruel enemy with wliom it has been en-

gaged Crime has been almost unknown in the

ranks ; the highest standard of discipline has been

maintained; and the Ijchaviour of the troops, British,

Indian, and Colonial, has been in every way credit-

al)le to them, and to the service to which they

belong.

'"My best thanks are due to all ranks of the Royal

Navy, and of the Marines, who have taken part in

the recent campaign in the Soudan. Wherever hard

work or hard fighting was to be done, the men of

those services were to be found, and I am at a loss

to say whether they were more remarkable for their

hard work or for their hard fighting. From the

beginning of the operations in last September to the

present date, both officers and men of the navy

have been untiring in their exertions, and all they

had to do has been done effectively and well.

" I would also thank the soldiers of the gallant

New South Wales Contingent, not only for the

ser-\dces they have rendered, but also for the sym-

X)athy which prompted them to come from afar to

take part in a war undertaken by the Empire to

which we all belong.

" They will carry home with them the thanks of

our Sovereign, and the best wishes of those with

whom they have fought side by side here. They

have borne themselves well, both in action and

in camp, and I trust that, should any serious war

be forced upon our Empire in the future, we may

again find ourselves shoulder to shoulder with Aus-

tralian troops, facing a common enemy.

" The deeds of the force in the Soudan have added

one more chapter to the glorious records of our

national prowess, and all of you who have belonged

to it, British, Indians, and Australians, may feel

with pride that the high reputation of our army

and navy has gained, not suffered, at our hands.

"Among the many and varied memories of the

recent campaign, the remembrance of your keen,

soldier-like spirit will be the pleasantest to dwell

upon. I shall always feel proud of having com-

manded you.

(Signed) " Wolseley, General.

" Suakim, 16th May, 1886."

The Colonials now handed over all

their stores and horses to the Royal

Artillery, and the greatest excitement

prevailed among the troops at the

approach of a speedy departure, and on

every hand the most active prepara-

tions were made for embarkation.

The hired transports, Oregon, Van-

couver, Bevouia, Bolivia, Egypt, Erin,

Citg of Oxford, Eggpiian, Monarch,
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Jfj^ssi?iia, Peruvian, and France— all

stately and commodious ships— wero

ordered to be completed for tlu^ eon-

vej'ance of the troo])s from Suakim to

Cy]n-us, Gibraltar, and CJreat Jiritain.

Sir (lerald (Jraham, and more than

all lj(»rd Hartinijfton, discreetly threw

a veil over some of the incidents

that occurred. The author of "Suakim

in l^Nj" frequently lifts that veil,

The two first named were fitted to and gives us glimpses of the un-

receive 250 cavalry each ; the others ])lt'asant truth. Cieneral Graham, in

SINKAT

were fitted to receive 900 men and 44

horses each.

Of the last services of his column at

Suakim, prior to the arrival of Lord

Wolseley, Sir Gerald Graham (with

some details not to be found in the

public prints) wrote thus in his de-

spatch to Lord Wolseley of May 30,

1885, dated from Alexandria. But,

previousl}^ to giving extracts, we may
remark that in the official despatches

and the Honours Gazette Lord Wolseley,

his final despatch, alludes to the dis-

aster of M'Neill's zeriba as having

broken uj) the power of Osman Digna,

the inference being that it was an

action which reflected credit on the

commander ; whereas the author re-

ferred to—an officer who was there

—

states, " It remains a fact, that cannot

be contradicted or gainsaid, that this

terrible loss of life was occasioned by

neglect in taking proper jorecautions,

and a foolhardy carelessness, combined
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witli a total clisrejjnrd of the most

Dnliiiary principles."

The escape from a cnishinLT disaster,

then, Nvas simply due to the heroic

courage and splendid disci})! ine o\' tlie

rcirimental olHcers and their men. and

vet tlu'ir reward was nut a verv extra-

vairant one.

"It was found here {nt Suakim), us

elsewhere/' wrote Sir Gerald (Jraham,

" that a certain amount of work, even

during tlie hot season, tended to keep

the troops in condition, and enahled

them better to resist the enervating

efteets of the climate. The troops in

the front, at Tambouk and Otao, suf-

fered less than nearer the base, and

the medical statistics of the campaign

tend to show that, had the opera-

tions been prolonged into the summer

months, the best chance of keeping

the troops in health would have been

by moving them into the hills, and not

I)}- keeping them too long on the same

spot.

'' It was unfortunate that the cam-

paign should have been closed just

when I had obtained the means of

organising flying columns so as to

move across the country, as I did on

May 6th. The Camel Corps was most

successful, but, owing to the lateness

of the arrival of the camels, its organi-

sation could not be commenced before

April 1 8th. Five hundred riding camels

had been asked for by me before leaving

Britain, and that number was ordered

from India; out of these about 300

only were used for service, as no more

men could be spared from the Infantiy.

These riding camels were very fine

animals, and were equi})ped with

saddh's \\n- two men each, so that 300

camels eouKl ean-\ about ")()() lighting

men, besides one native to e\'ei"\' third

camel. The reiiiaining camels wei'e

empU)yed to eaiT\ infantry on tlie ' ride

and tie' system. 'i'lie New South

Wales Battalion and the 3rd (Ireiia-

dier (luards were esj)ecially trained in

this mode of camel riding ; and, as the

Camel C\)r])s i-ould also ajiply the ' ride

and tie' system to any initrained in-

fantry, 1 had the means of moving for

any emergency about 1,'^()0 infantry,

one-half being always mounted. AVith

the Camel Corps, IMounted Infantry,

and Cavahy, I could form a formidal)le

ll^-ing column, and was preparing to

make a simultaneous advance on Sinkat

and Tamanieb, when the announcement

of the intended recall of the troops

rendered further movements on an ex-

tensive scale inadvisable.

" At the same time that the Camel

Corps furnished me with the means of

rapid movement, notwithstanding the

great heat, the arrival of pipes and

pumps under the contract of Messrs.

Edwards and Tweddale promised to

solve the greatest difficulty of the cam-

paign—the want of water. The supply

of water to troops in the front before

the railway was made and in advance

of the line was a most difficult service,

involving great labour and responsi-

bility. The weight of water for each

man's daily rations was at least 121bs.,

his ordinary rations weighing less than

4lbs.

" The work of cleaning and filling

the water-tins jDreparatorj^ to a march
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had to be done at night. They had Osman Digna acted (said Sir G-erald)

to be packed on camels, every camel as a strong discouragement to those of

carrying two tins of twelve and a half the Araara tribe who were still supply-

gallons each, and were then started off ing him with provisions, while the

before daybreak to join the convoy, break up of the force under Adam Ali

On arrival at their destination, the tins Saadoun at Dhakdul on May 6th pro-

were either emptied into storage tanks, duced a powerful impression through-

or piled and guarded preparatory to out the country, the result being that

issue to the troops. Much water was, many chiefs opened at once direct com-

of course, lost in transit from leakage munication, and large numbers of tribes

and other causes. Incessant vigilance gathered, as we have related, in an im-

was required to guard the water provised camp at Otao ; and the Greneral

amongst soldiers and camp-followers, was of opinion that, had that advanced

many of whom suffered from intense post been retained in our occupation,

thirst ; and the fact that so little was the whole of the tribes lying north of

stolen is another proof of the high the Berber road would have been at

sense of duty and discipline that per- our disposal, while a number of the

vaded the force." adherents of Osman would have fol-

The General continued to say that lowed suit,

from the date of his arrival at Suakim Thus it would seem that when the

he had endeavoured to gain the confi- sudden evacuation of the advanced

dence of the Amara tribes in the hope posts began the political question was

of being able to induce them to form practically solved, as numbers of the

an alliance with him against Osman Amaras had submitted to Greneral

Dio-na—an alliance which would include Graham, and some of the fierce Haden-

all septs hostile to the latter or weary dowas also. It seemed, hence, to be a

of his cruelty and despotism, but that matter of regret if the abandonment of

little progress in this measure could be these posts precluded further advantage

made until the preliminary operations being won, the more so that the

had been concluded and the advance abruj)t dissolution of the Amara league,

along the route to Berber began ; and when in its infancy, increased the

until Major- General Lyon-Fremantle power of Osman Digna, and restored

had been appointed, on April 20, as his prestige.

Political Officer at the front and fur- " This campaign," said the General

nished with detailed instructions for his in his despatch, " will at least be me-

guidance. But the chief difficulty with morable as the first in which Her

which he had to contend was the im- Majesty's Colonial forces have taken a

possibility of guaranteeing permanent part with British and Indian troops,

protection to friendly tribes. The New South Wales Contingent took

The capture on the 15th of April of its share in all our hardships and

a o-reat number of cattle intended for dangers. The New South Wales
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infantry had some men wounded at

Tamai, and durinijf subsecpiont opera-

tions were always in tlie front. Had
the contemplated advances on Sinkat

and Tamanieb taken jdace, tluy would

On tlu' l.")th ol" May orders came i'or

tlu' witbdiawal of tli(> (^niards, the

lioval Horse Artillci-\. and tbc British

caxalrv. 'IMic ( I iTiiadicrs and Scots

(iuards were placi'd on board Uk;

have formed a portion of tlio troops Jumua, with ninfl\- invabds, all

engai^ed. Tlu' otliccrs and nun were, muler (Jeneral Jjyou-Fremantb', while

as 1 have stated previously, trained to (lencral Greaves was to remain to

TOKAK.

camel riding, in which they soon ac-

quired sufficient proficiency. The New
South Wales battery moved to Han-
doub, and by constant drilling became

fairly efficient, considering the many
difficulties they had to contend with.

The spirit of good-fellowship between

the men of the Australian Contingent

and the British troops was very notice-

able. The highest credit is due to

Colonel Eichardson and to the officers

under him forthe excellent discipline and

cheery readiness shown on all occasions."

superintend the final arrangements,

and the permanent garrison of Suakim

was to be under General Hudson.

The -Jumna sailed with her freight

on the 17th, and on the preceding

day, at 5 a.m., the General inspected

the Berkshire regiment. He compli-

mented the men highly, as they well

deserved to be, for their brilliant con-

duct during a heartless campaign,

especially for their gallantry at the

zeribas on the 22nd of March, and for

the unselfish manner in which they
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volunteered, to a man, to remain there, to Otao and bade farewell to the Shrop-

amid discomfort, danger, and the dead, shire regiment and Colonel R. H. Truel

ARAB SIXGEU.

for ten days. He mentioned, in parti- (a veteran of the Indian wars under

cular, Colour-Sergeant Cloke, whose dis- Lord Clyde), and thanked the soldiers

tinguished gallantry would be brought for the spirit in which they had borne

before Her Majesty. He then rode their arduous labour.

109
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On the loth lie visited tht^ Indian

CWtingent, and ])raised thi'ir conduct

under all circmnstances, addiuij^ that

the steadiness of the Sikhs and Hom-

i>av Tnfantrv at McNeill's zeriha, tlu'

gallantry of the InMi^-al Lancers at

llaslieen, their admirable scoutini; upon

all occasions, stamped them as amony^st

the iniest soldiers to be I'ound any-

Nvhere." He spoke especially ol" Sou-

bahdar Goordat Siuij^h of the Sikhs,

to whom Lord A\'olseley had presented

a sword of honour in recognition of

his bravery.

The following is an extract from the

General Order issued by Sir Gerald

Graham on the relinquishing of his

command of the Suakim Fiekl Force.

" Suakim. May 16.

'• Onlors liave boon i-ocoivod to hreak up the

Suakim Fiold Force, aud General Lord Wolseley,

Commanding in Cliief in Egyjit and the Sondan. in

liis Spooial General Order of this date, addressed to

the Army, of which this force is a portion, lias ex-

liressed liis approliation in terms which will always

he remembered with gratification.

' I desire. I>ofore relinquishing the command which

I have had the honour to hold, to convey to all

ranks my high appreciation of the soldier-like

spirit, gallantry in action, aud cheerfiU endurance

of hardship which they have unifonnly shown.
'• During the earlj' days of the campaign the work

thrown upon oflBeers and men, in every i-ank and

in every department, was severe and unceasing. It

was necessary to prepare for the active operations

required to overcome the power of a brave and fanat-

ical foe, so as to clear the country for the special ob-

jects of the expedition. This work was performed

under the harassing conditions of incessant night

attacks by a cunning and resolute adversary, entail-

ing constant vigilance and readiness on the part

of the whole force.

" Wliether engaged with the enemy or laljouring

under a burning sun in the deep sand of the desert,

often with but a scanty supply of water, the

Suakim Field Force has displayed the true qualities

of good soldiers

" The New South Wales Contingent has furnished

a bright example of tiie martial qualities of the

Anglo-Saxon race, and has shown to all the latent

military strength <if the Empire. Tlic solilic r-likc

spirit wiiii'ii has pervadeil all ranks of tiio Con-

tingent i^ tlu> tlioMic of uni\ersal admiration, and it

will l>c ;i vaiueil rt'iiiiiiiliraiici> to idl who served in

till- Suakim Field I-'orci' ti> recall this, the lirst lime

wlieii llieir i'ellow-counlrymeu from tlie Ctdonies

served and shared with tlieui the furluiu-s nf ji

eauqwiign

' In now liidding it farewell. 1 lli.-nik e\i ry ntlieer,

utui-commissionetl oflicer. .-uid in.iii. for loyal iiel|i.

.•iM(l 1 wish to one and all s'leeess iiml fortune iu

following the path i>f duty to our (.^ueeu aiul

country.

(Signed)

"Gerald Guaiiam, Tjieuieii.iut.(!iii(r;il."

After dining with the officers of the

::28th i^ombay Infantry, the General,

whose departure was much regretted,

as he was most popular with all ranks

of the Expeditionary Force, embarked

with his staff—Majors Collen and

Groves, and Lieutenants Stopford,

Anderson, and Lindsay—on board the

Becccui, wliich sailed for home on the

17th May.

Mr. Frank Roberts, Renter's special

correspondent, having died of fever

on the 15tli May, was buried next day

at live o'clock in the evening, the

burial serv'ice being read by the Rev.

Mr. Bullock, Chaplain to the Forces.

All the special correspondents, with

Colonel Palmer, of Hodson's Horse,

and Surgeon-Major Patterson, who

attended the deceased in his last illness,

were present in the little dreary bur}-

in": jjround at Suakim, within sound

of the Red Sea.

The news of our approaching de-

parture spread like wildfire among the

natives, wrote the Standard correspon-

dent on the 17th of May, and hence
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large numbers of Arabs have joined

Osman Digna, " consequently his

power, which we had practically broken,

must now inevitably and rapidly rise

again, and will probably become greater

than before. The 53rd Regiment will

garrison Otao, the 49th Handoub, and

the friendly natives Tambouk ; the

whole of the remaining forces are in

Suakim."

In consequence of no other power

agreeing to take over the now useless

railway plant, and the friendly tribes

neither understanding its use nor how
to defend it, no more troops were to

leave the Soudan for the jDresent.

" Thus," as a Member of Parliament

said, " within a few weeks the expedi-

tion was suddenly abandoned ; the

valuable lives had been thrown away

for nothing. You know that a whole

railway plant and material were sent

out by Government to Suakim to be

laid across the desert from there to-

wards the Nile. Perhaps you may
also know that as much of that rail-

way as was laid has been abandoned
;

that most of the plant and material

was never even unloaded at Suakim
;

that it was bi'ought back to London

;

and that the total cost generally for

this useless transport of this material

was no less a sum than £200,000, which

might just as well have been thrown

into the British Channel. Nay, better,

because then the valuable lives that were

lost in those useless attempts would

have been saved."

Thus, for the reason above given,

the further evacuation of Suakim was

abruptly suspended on the 17th of

May ; but negotiations were still in

progress between Major Chermside and

the eminent Arabic scholar, Mr. Brew-

ster, with the friendly Arabs, with a

view to their holding the railway, a

property beyond their comprehension,

but no satisfactory result seemed likely

to be arrived at.

And meanwhile, by way of a change

of scene, we may take a glance at what

was passing in "old England " at this

very date with reference to our Sou-

danese campaigners—the Queen's visit

to Netley and the reception of that

ever popular corps, the Marines.

The Queen, accompanied by the

Princess Beatrice and Prince Henry of

Battenberg, left Windsor and reached

Netley Hospital on the 16th of May.

Her visit was understood to be a

private one ; thus there was no cere-

monial. She was received by Lieu-

tenant-Greneral Sir G. H. Willis, com-

manding the southern district, with his

brilliant staff, and at the entrance to

the hospital there was a considerable

assemblage of ladies and gentlemen.

The convalescent soldiers, who were

not among those for whom the visit

was specially designed, were allowed to

congregate outside and salute the royal

party when it drove up.

On alighting Her Majesty was

escorted by Surgeon- General Murray,

the principal medical officer of the

hospital, who had been in waiting with

Surgeon-Major Paris and other mem-

bers of his staff. Ascending to the

first floor, the Queen proceeded to the

rooms of the lady superintendent and

nursing sisters, where she remained a
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few minutes, and, after passini^ throui^li

the quarters of the nurses, inspeeted

the medical division on the same tloor.

Here were 1 I(» men from tlie army in

p]gv])t undi-r trratment. The majority

of these unfortunate patients were

suffering from enteric fever, dysen-

tery, sunstroke, and t>pht]iahnia.

whieli ma\ long be (.-herislu'd by the

ivMii^-h hnnlMTiuan fi-om tlic Hominion.

In various bi'tls of llic wards the

more serious of the eases were ex-

phiincd liv tile medical ollicers, and

there were few bed-sides at which the

(^)neen faik'd to stoj) and speak a word

of sym})athy to the poor in\alids.

MK. FRANK ROKEKTS, REUTEH S SPECIAL COURESl'ONDENT AT SVAKIM.

(From a Photngrojih hy Messrs. Manll and Fox, 187a, rkcudilh), W.)

The whole of these, who were well

enough to be up and dressed, were

paraded outside their respective wards

in the corridors, and saluted the Queen

as she passed them, and stopped now
and then to ask a question or speak a

few words of sympathy. One of these

was a Canadian voyageur, who was

suffering from acute rheumatism and

enteric fever contracted on the Nile at

Dal. " Poor fellow !
" said the Queen

;

" are you suffering yet ? I hojDe j^ou

will soon be well"—simple words

After making a tour of this division

she ascended to the second floor, where

there were seventy- one " Egyptians "

suffering from wounds of various kinds.

Of this number twenty-eight belonged

to the Berkshire (49th), and the ma-

jority of these had received their

wounds in the conflict at McNeill's

zeriba two months before. There

Avere also nineteen Guardsmen, nearly

all of whom had bullet wounds, mostly

received when on convoy duty. The

line of soldiers who greeted the Queen
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in this corridor was iiulood a strikini^

one: some on crutches, others witli

lieads 1)aiidai^iHl, arms in sliui^'s, or

witli empty sleeves j)inned across the

tattered tunic, tellini:^ ot missiuLT hmhs.

I hit all looked cheerful, and their wan

and wasted faces hriLrhtent'd when the

(j)uiH'n addressed them. " Many \mh)v

fellows who had underijonc recent

amputation ov h;id hullets still lod^-ed

in them were unahle to rise," wrote

one who was present, " hut at each

bed-side Her IMajesty stop])ed to say

a word of sy}npathy, which brought

back colour to the cheeks of the

wounded soldiers and briirht o-leams

to their eyes, as with tenderness

she inquired how the}' received their

hurts and wished them a speedy re-

coverv."

One of the Berkshire men named

Foley, who received nine wounds and

had his brain exposed by a sword-cut

in one of the night attacks at Suakim,

was pointed out as a -wonderful case of

recovery, he being then rapidly on the

way to convalescence. The Princess

Beatrice also exhibited the same in-

terest as her mother in the soldiers,

and conversed pleasantly with them,

while old Sir George AVillis, always

a favourite with his men, a veteran of

the Crimean War, shook hands with

many whom he recognised as having

served under him in more recent

years.

The tour of the divisions occupied

an hour, and before leaving the Queen

expressed her satisfaction at all she

had seen. Since her last visit there

in 1882 man}' improvements had been

made at Xetley, including hot- water

apjiaratus for warming the corridors

and a lift foi- con\t'\'ing the patients to

the ditl'crcnt tloors. That morning's

statement showed a total of ()7\) patients

nn(l(M- treatment ; hut these were added

to the same evening by eighty-one new-

comers in the .li/sfrafifi from I'^gvpt to

Portsmouth.

Warm indeed was the reception given

there the same day to the Marines who

came from Suakim in the Ji/sfi'aUd,

and it was with undisguised regret

that they and Colonel N. F. Way
learned, on t!ie arrival of the ship at

Spithead, that a favourite officer, Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Ozzard, had just died in

Forton Barracks.

He had served with the Roval Marine

Brigade in the Crimea in 1855, and

with the combined force before Sebas-

topol ; also with the expedition to

Kertch, and the occupation of Yeni-

kale. He served in the China war of

1857-59, and was at the destruction of

the junks in Fatshan Creeks and

Macao Broadway, at the occupation of

Canton, and in the North-China Expedi-

tion of 1860. Lastly, he had borne a

part in the Soudan war, and lost his

health in the final campaign.

On the Amiralia, with her freight,

passing the St. Vincent, opposite Haslar

Hospital, the yards were manned, and

the Marines were cheered vociferously,

and then by the crew^s of the Victory and

the Wellington, flagship. The battalion

was welcomed at the Dockyard by

Major-General Williams, D.A.G., of the

Marines, b}- the Commandant and all

the officers of the Portsmouth division.
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It was tlieu formed in square and thus

addressed by Greneral Williams :

—

" I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of

f lie Admiralty to convey to you the high appreciation

tliey entertain of the manner in wliich yon have

performed the duties devolving upon you. from the

formation of the Ijattalion for service in the Red
Sea up to the present time. My Lords fully recog-

nise the spirit evinced by you when you submitted

to those hardships by garrisoning the forts at

Suakim for so long a time, a great portion of which
was during tlie liot season, and they recognise also

your patient endurance during those incessant and
irritating night attacks which, under your orders

and from your position, you were unable to return

at the time. They also recognise your unvaiymg
good conduct both in camp and quarters. When it

was decided tliat a force should be formed at Suakim
to advance into the field, they decided that you
shoidd form part of that force, and, knowiug the

spirit that pervaded your ranks, that you should

share in the dangei's and tlie glories of those oijera-

tions. That you appreciated these privileges is

sho^vn by your bearing at all times—at the ))attle of

Hasheen, at the fierce onslaught on the zeriba on

the 22nd of March, in the attack on the convoy,

where you were vastly outnumbered, and. at the

same time, encumbered with baggage-animals in no
sort of order, and working in a country which in-

capacitated you from moving freely, but which gave
shelter to your enemies, and concealed them up to

tlie moment when they made their Avild rush, you
have displayed that courage and discipline for which
the Royal Marines have always been distinguished

;

and I say it with pride, and there are many around

me who will have the same feeling in common with
me, that you have no1)ly maintained the reputation

of the corps. The success that you have gained
could not have been obtained without some sacrifice.

We have all to deplore the loss of many a gallant
friend who fell on the field gloriously, and you have
also had losses by wounds in action and by sickness.

We mourn those who are gone, and we hope that those
who are disabled will recover and be restored to us,

to their ranks, and their comrades. I have passed
down your ranks, and though my inspection has
been casual, I have had satisfaction in seeing that

you are in fine condition for further service, and it

will be my duty so to report upon your efficiency to

the Lords of the Admiralty. It is well known to

you that your late commanding officer, Colonel
Ozzard, died this morning. It is a matter of deep
regret to the service, for it is entirely owing to the

effe(>ts of the work he has gone through. He was
there from first to last. Then, as to another officer

belonging to your corps, who by a coincidence came
home in the ship severely wounded—I refer to Major
Poe. Tliough not actually on the strength of the
battalion, he commanded a force taken from it,

the Foiirth Company of the Camel Corps. Duriuo-

those operations on the Upper Nile he and those
with him sustained the character of the corps, and
it is with feeliugs of great pride that I was permitted
to speak to him to-day. Every arrangement will be
made to return you to your divisions as soon as pos-
sible, when you will obtain your furloughs, and I hope
you will have some pleasant time with your friends

before you are called upon for further service."

General Williams's remarks were fol-

lowed by loud clieers.

ON THE GULF OF ADEN.
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Eaki.\ in .May, an unfortunate circum-

stance, the first of its kind which had

occurred during the campaign, took

place at the viUage of Kodurmeh, when

a colHsiou occurred with a convo}^ of

British troops. Colonel Trotter, who
was in camp near the village, hearing

shots fired at midnight, proceeded to

the spot from whence these hostile

sounds came, and found the natives

in a state of the greatest excitement.

It turned out that in a brawl our

soldiers had shot dead two slaves

and severely wounded several others.

Two soldiers were at once arrested, and

on the following day tried by a General

Court Martial on a charge of murder.

Sentence of death was passed upon

one of them, a private of the 38th,

or 1st Battalion of the South Stafford-

shire Regiment ; and it was read out

to the assembled troops on the 7th of

May. It was commuted to penal ser-

vitude for life ; the other prisoner was

sentenced to ten years' penal servitude.

Besides these there were four other

soldiers tried by Court Martial. The
natives, we are told, were favourably

impressed by the promptitude with

which these oftenders were tried and

sentenced, " especially as the two men
killed were only slaves."

At Kaibar, near the same place, were

seven state prisoners, relatives of the

Mahdi. They protested their inno-

cence of all complicity in his actions,

and were most devout in the orthodox

religious observances. They Avere held

in the greatest veneration by the

peasantry, who w^ere always bringing

them presents of kids and rice.

On the 18th of May Lord Wolseley

inspected and bade farewell to the

Indian Contingent ; he thanked the

officers and men for their gallantry, and

regretted that he had been compelled,
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by the exigencies of the service, to

leave them at Suakim. He felt sure,

however, that they would maintain their

reputation at its highest point, and in

autumn, should their services be re-

quired, be as efficient as they were then.

The latter was a distinguished officer,

who had served in the Eusofzye Expe-

dition of 1858, under Sydney Cotton,

and was mentioned in the despatches,

receiving a medal and clasp. He
served in the New Zealand war as

NETLEY HOSPITAL AND AUBEY.

On the 19th he sailed for England,

in the transport Queen, accompanied by

the members of his personal staff, in-

cluding Lord Charles Beresford, Sir

John M'Neill, Lieutenant the Earl of

Wiltshire (Coldstream Guards), Colonel

G-rove, Majors Creagh, Ad^^e, and Bro-

well, E.E., whilst Major-General Sir

E. R. Greaves, K.C.M.G. and C.B.,

assumed the command at Suakim.

110

D.A.Q.M.-General from January, 1862,

to January, ISOO, and piloted the gun-

boats Avon and Pioneer up the Waikato

River ; and was repeatedly mentioned

in despatches " as being always con-

spicuous for his energy and daring."

It was now considered imperativ^ely

necessary that the number of British

troops under his orders should be re-

duced to a minimum compatible with
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the safety of Siuikini, as slekiiess

—

enteric fever especially-—was rajndly iii-

creasinu^. The care ami attention, how-

ever, bestowed by the doctors, tlie

liberal sn|)))ly of comforts, and llic iVe-

ijuent transmission of invalids to

Netle}-, tended to keep the mortality

low.

Ncijotiations with the friendlv tribes

were now hopelessly broken off; and

the Shro])shire Jjiii^ht Infantry was

ordered to remain as a permanent

ij^arrison, as it was intended to keep

the line of railway open as far as Otao,

by means of an armoured train, armed

with a gun. Already people began to

recall the words of General Gordon,
" The moment it is known we have

given up the game every man will go

over to the Mahdi. All men worship

i\\Q rising sun." The immediate future,

however, dealt ver3' rouglil}- with pessi-

mistic prophecies like this. Within a

few months the Mahdi died, and the

withdrawal of the troops from the

Soudan led to no disturbance any-

where. In fact, this step probably

had a sedative and restoring effect

upon the natives.

As Lord AVolseley had now quitted

the Soudan, we may give the following

extracts from his despatch to Lord

Hartington, dated Cairo, June L3th,

18,85:—

" Great credit is due to Colouel Butler, C.B., aud

to Lieutenant-Colouel AUeyue, R.A., for tlie care

aud thought with which tlie whalers forXile .ser\-ice

were designed aud fitted out under their immediate

superintendeuce. The experience they had gained

in boat work during the Red River Expedition of

1870 enabled them to bring to this matter, and,

later on, to their work on the Nile, an auiount of

special knowledge possessed by few men. Without

those wlinlcrs. nr li.id (liey been less efficiently

organist'il aud e(|iii|ipe(l. tho ass(>iMl)liiig of llie

troups at Kurti at the date it took place, and the

.siibso(|Ucnt ad vnuce of the two columns, one across

the (li'scrt and tlii> cither up tlu- Xilc, wiMild have

lii'cn impossible. The great bulk oi' tlic provisions

taken witli the first column and the wiiolo of thos(>

taken with the second wcic con\eycd to Korii in

our Hriti>li whale-boats. In a similar manii. r the

retirement from our jntsitions on the Ujipcr Nile to

Abu Fatnu'h would have been extremely diilicnlt

but for these bo;its, as th(> river at this season is

unnavigalilf liy nngg.'irs or ollur n ilive craft.

This is the first time that Colonial trooi)s Inive

been employed oufsidi' the colonirs in ;iiiy of oiir

wars.

" The result has been so satisfactory tliat J trnst

the nolilo and patriotic exanii)le set l)y New South

Wales may, shimld occasion arise, !)(> followed by

other colonies. The officers and men of the New
South Wales Contingent, under Ct>lonel RicJiardson,

were a credit to their colony and the parent race

from which it sprang.

"The Dominion of Canada supplied us with a

most useful body of l)oatmen, under the command
of Colonel Denison of the Ontario Militia. Their

skill in the management of boats in difficult and

dangerous waters was of the utmost use to xis in

our long ascent of the Nile. Men and officers

showed a high military aud patriotic spirit, making

light of difficulties and working with that enei'gy

and determination which always characterised Her
Majesty's Canadian forces. . . .

' In ('(niclusion, I would only add that, though

the Exi)edition was not crowned with success, the

spirit and behaviour of the troops which took part

in the operations, whether on the Nile or at Suakim,

may be viewed with satisfaction by every Briton.

The army under mj command was unal)le to accom-

plish the object set before it, and to save the lives

of the gallant General Gordon and of the garrison

(jf Khartoum. But this was from no fault of its

own, from no lack of courage or discijjline, of dash

or of endurance. It overcame physical difficulties

of the greatest magnitude ; it swept from its path

in every encounter an enemy almost its equal in

))i-avery and greatly superior in numbers ; and its

advanced guard reached the outskirts of Khai-tomn

only two days too late

!

'• No one can regret the fall of that place more

than I do, but, in common with all my countrymen,

I look back with pride to tlie gallant struggle made

by our troops to save Khartoum and its heroic

defender."



OK BEHALF OF ISMAIL. 107

And now, concerning all this, we difficulty wliicli the abrupt abandon-

have something to say of retrospective ment of the Soudan by Britain has

interest before returning to our narra- prepared for it, is out of the question,

tive of events at Suakim and elsewhere. The only solution of the problem is

The lull that ensued in the move- to give Egypt a strong government,

ments northward of Mohammed Ach- with a firm and able ruler at its head,

met Shemseddin—a lull that arose from one who could stem the tide of Arab

dissensions among his followers—in- fanaticism ; and it lias been urged that

duced another fanatic to proclaim him- no False Prophet would have been

self a rival and the true -Mahdi, would allowed to attain to power in the

appear to have had some influence in Soudan, while it was ruled by so firm

finally determining the British Grovern- and unflinching a pro-consul as General

ment to abandon the Soudan, thereby Grordon proved himself to be ; and

leaving it a prey to internal divisions, some have turned their eyes to the

while giving it free scope to a renewal discarded Ismail, the father of Tewfik

of the slave trade. Pasha.
" The contention between the rival Mr. A. M. Broadley, in his able and

Malidis at an end," said a writer in entertaining volume, " A Story of

the autumn of 188 5, "the old traffic Egypt and the Egyptians," makes

in human flesh will again manifest these remarks :

—

itself, and all tlie energetic efforts of "It has been said that the absent

Sir Samuel Baker and Greneral Gordon, are always in the wrong ; so it has

at the instance of the Khedive Ismail, happened with the Khedive Ismail,

to bring about its extinction will have who has lived long enough, not onl}^

been thrown away. Indeed, while we to hear himself spoken ill of b}^ his

write, the news arrives that the Mahdi former friends, but to witness the un-

has already established a large slave- edifying spectacle of one whom lie

market at Onidurman, near Khartoum, has especially benefited unblushingly

It is, however, not only the revival of take credit for having systematically

the slave trade that has to be feared, undermined him with a view to his

Egypt will always be subject to an overthrow. Ismail committed many

irruption of fanatic Arab hordes, and mistakes, but he will make a better

the peace of the Moslem world, which figure in history than either Tewfik or

Europe is interested in maintaining, Nubar. He went too rapidly and too

will be continually threatened so long recklessly ahead in his wild career of

as religious fanaticism is the ruling developing Egypt by what he called

power in the Soudan." European contact ; his plan of con-

To hope, suggests this writer, that centrating commercial enterprise in his

the existing weak government of Egypt, own person was an error of the first

fettered as it is by many conflicting magnitude; but the greatest blunder

influences, will be able to cope with the of all was to entrust to foreigners like
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Nubar Pasha the government of the also habitually acquired land in the

countrj^, in the very teeth of growing same way ; but the public works on
national sentiment, in a great measure which the money was so lavislily spent

of his own creating." were by no means confined to the

Mr. D. Mackenzie Wallace, holds localities in which the Khedivial pro-

Ismail answerable for the later mi> perties were situated, but benefited.

fiirp'" " ^

AKAli BATH-HOrr<E, CAIRO.

fortunes of Egypt by the creation of

a national debt ; but Mr. Broadley

urges that he forgets how much of the

borrowed money miscarried before it

reached Egypt, and to what extent it

was spent on public works, including

the Suez Canal, which pays the country

nothing, and yet is exclusively respon-

sible for one-fifth of her liabilities.

" Ismail, it is true," he continues,

" inherited great estates, and purchased

others. The members of his family

more or less, the whole (5f Egypt.

Ismail expropriated no one, nor did he

take any man's land without payment.

The parallel of Naboth's vineyard is

hardly a just one. The reproach is a

still harder one for Ismail to bear now,

when all his possessions, along with

those of his family, have been surren-

dered as the guarantee for two public

loans. . . Then as to the tyranny

of Ismail," continues Mr. Broadley,

"the kourbash existed before his time.
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and it has survived his departuiv. There

was, however, more hauishment, exiUs

and imprisonment, during the two

years of Kiaz's paternal administration

than in all Ismail's reii^n. If the

soles of the peasant's feet can testify

an'ainst the father, the shores of the

White Nile are equally elocpient wit-

nesses against the sou. Ismail, like

many other rulers, only just missed

achievimr a great success. AVhen he

realised his error, and the extent to

which he had heen betra3-ed, he resolved

to give Egyptian Nationalism a fair trial.

Eui'ope refused to allow him to complete

the exjKM'iment, and he went into exile.

Darker days have overtaken Egypt

since he quitted it, and the once strong-

ruler is now very generall}' regretted."

In a work called " Gordon and the

^lahdi," we are tokl that a few da3"s

before the former departed for the East,

alone on his noble and 3-et somewhat

grotesque mission, to extricate the be-

leaguered Egyptian garrisons, then

numbering, according to Sir Evelyn

Baring's statement, 32,430 men, he

A'isited his sister in the neighbourhood

of Southampton, and Lord de la Warr

was jH'esent at an interview in which,

among other things, the Greneral said :

" Grloomy and fraught with danger as

the outlook in the Soudan certainly- is,

I already see in the course of events

some chance of the ultimate fulfilment

of my constant praj^ers for the libera-

tion of the Soudanese out of the hands

of their cruel oppressors, the slave-

dealers. It is difficult for any one to

realise the nature and extent of the

horrors of African slave-dealing. I

can call up, evcMi now, visions of the

desert, coverctl with the skeletons of

ehildrtMi torn from tlu'ir homes to die,

after uiis])t'akal>1t' sulVerings, on the

road to the coast. Tin' present rel»el-

\'\o\\ is the result ol' a eonil)inati(»n

between the slave-dealers and the ill-

used inhabitants of the country. The

former phi}' the part of the profes-

sional airitators of the Soudan move

ment. The one furnishes the igniting

match, and the other is the brushwood.

Since I left Khartoum Turkish Pashas

have come to the Soudan with empty

stomachs, and the process of filling

them as rapidly as possible meant ruin

and war to the much-wronged Sou-

danese. The propagandists of slavery,

therefore, address themselves to willing

hearers. Fanaticism also comes into

play, and the force born of the union

of these different interests is undeni-

ably formidable."

The ex-Khedive Ismail stood high in

the estimation of Gordon . He evinced

this at the end of April, 1885, when his

messenger delivered to Ismail, then at

Naples, a packet containing an Arabic

letter signed and sealed by him seven

weeks before his death, together with a

well-executed decoration, one of those,

which we have recorded elsewhere, he

had prepared for the officers and soldiers

defendino^ Khartoum—a crescent and

star, with certain words from the Koran,

and a date. His letter ran thus :

—

" To Ids Hiofhucss the august Ismail Pasha,

ex-Khedive of Egypt.

(" May God protect hiiu.)

"Amongst the mauy honours wliieh your Higli-

ness was pleased to shower upon me during your
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fjlorious reig-n, you have bestowed on me many qQ from communication with Khar-
docorations of ^^-lnch I am in-oud. and for which I

^^^^^_^ ^.^^^^ ^^^^ .3^.^^ ^^ November, at
am g-rateful. Having been appointed (governor 01

_

the Soudan, I repaired at once to my post, and wllicll date it had provisions for about

arrived safe and sound at Khartoum. Two months gix weeks ; and by sending steamerS to
bitor communication with ihe north was cut off

^^^^^ ^^^^ expected relief, Gordon luid
and the city was besieged. During the siege, it ^

i (> t
•

has been my lot to witness many cases in wliich SO weakened himself that he found it

soldiers, civil employes, and leading men of the impossible to keep Open communication
coimtiy. have displayed courage and self-sacrifice in

^-^^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ j^^,^^^
vahantly undergoing diinculties and privations.

•• To reward their commendable conduct and OU the White Nile,

fidelity, I have caused decorations to be made for ^^Q liave already mentioned the
distribution amongst them. I had pre^-iously sent

^^^^^^^ ^f f^^^ ^^ ^^^ i^^ g^^^.^ ^^
a specimen ot this decoration to your Highness by

the steamer Ahbas ; but, as I fear it may never have December ;
but he found it necessary,

reached you, I send you to-day another for your \iq recorded, to give 90,000 Ibs. of
acceptance.

biscuits to the poor, and added:—"!
"Receive it. Highness, in remembrance 01 my

^ \

grateful devotion, and the respectful homage ± am determined, if the town docs fall,

your grateful and faithful servant, tlie Mahdi shall find J)reci0US little to

(Signed) " C. G. Gordon. ^.^^ ^^ -^ "

" Khartoum, Dec. 3rd, 1884."
-r. n i 1 c r j i 1ny the ist oi January the town was

Regarding the fall of Khartoum and completely environed by the rebels, and

Gordon's death. Major Kitchener, in Gordon, seeing that the garrison were

his Report to the War Office early in reduced to great want, invited the in-

October, 1885, brought to light some habitants to leave, which they did in

new items which—save with reference large numbers, bearing with them, as

to the alleged treason of Farag Pasha stated, a letter from Gordon to the

—do not materially interfere with the Mahdi, requesting him to feed them,

narrative of these events already given It was estimated that 14,000 only

in these pages ; but some that refer to remained out of the total of 34,000

a period prior to the point where we inhabitants.

took up the story, as then known, of It is unknown when the fort of

the double catastrophe, may not be Omdurman fell into the hands of the

without a certain melancholy interest Mahdi ; but it must have been a serious

to the reader. blow to the garrison of Khartoum, who

The last accui-ate information about thus lost their only position on the

Khartoum was contained in General western bank of the White Nile ; and

Gordon's diary, under date 14th De- we have related how the garrison were

cember, 1884, eleven days after the reduced to eat dogs, cats, rats, and

date of his letter to Ismail Pasha, when the fibre of palm-trees,

he recorded that the state of the city " On the 20th of January," says

was very critical, and that it might Major Kitchener in his Report, "the

" fall in ten days." news of the defeat of the Mahdi's

The fort of Omdurman had been cut picked troops at Abu Klea created
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consternation in liis camp. A conncil

of the leaders was held, and, it is said.

a considerable anionnt of resistance to

the Mahdi's will, and want of disci}>lint',

were shown. On tlu' OOnd, news of

the arrival ot' thi> Hritish on the Nile

at ^[etenineh. which was thouirht to hi>

Nile. Rnmours were also prevalent in

Khartonm ot" the fii;htin!4' at A1)U

Klca, and ilic an-i\al ot" the British at

Meteninch '

On the .O.Srd General (iordon had a

stormy interview with FaniL^' l*;ish:i,

which an eye-witness stat(>d was owin^'

MAJOR ALI UEIHIAII EII'EXDI,

COMMANDEU OF THE STEAMEU " TELL-EL-IfAWIN.

taken, led the Malidi to decide on

making a desperate attack on Khar-

toum before reinforcements could enter

the town. It is probable that next

day the Malidi sent letters to Farag

Pasha, commanding the black troops,

who had been previously in communi-

cation witb him, offering terms for the

surrender of the town, and stating that

the British had been defeated on the

to Gordon having j^assed a fort on the

White Nile, which was under the

charge of Farag, who left it in-

adequately protected. In his anger

Gordon is said to have struck Farag,

who left the palace in a rage, refusing

all attempts of other officers to be re-

conciled to Gordon, and while in this

mood he would not be likel}- to forget

the insult when the final crisis came.
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Oil tlie iili^lit of the :2')i\\ nianv of

the famislied troops left tluMr posts on

the ibrtifications in search of food in

tlie town ; some of these were too weak

iVoiii want of nonrislunent to «;"o on

duty of any kind.

According- to Major Kitcheners

\ iew, " the accusations of treachery

have all been vai^ue ;

" yet many lu'ld

to it resolutely that tlie gates were

secretly opened l»v I'arag Vasha, whose

treason maybe ex})lained bj'the alVront

put upon him.

At about '.\.'M) on the morning of

^ronday, the OOth, a determined attack

was made by the rebtds on the south

front, sa3's the Major. The principal

})omts of assault were the Buri Gate, at

the extreme end of the line of defence

on the Blue Nile, and the Mesalamieh

( fate, on the west side near the Blue

Xile. The former post withheld the

attack, but at the latter the rebels, led

b}- the Emir Wad-en-Nejumi, filled up

the ditcli with bundles of straw% brush-

wood, and bedding, and—whether aided

by treachery or not the Major does not

say—fought their way in ; the de-

fenders fled, and Khartoum w^as at the

mercy of the enemy. " Farag Pasha,"

he says, " has been very generally

accused of having either opened the

orates of Khartoum himself or to have

connived at the entrance of the rebels,

but this has been denied by Abdullah

Bey Ismail, who commanded a battalion

of regular troops at the fall of the town,

as well as by thirty refugee soldiers

who lately escaped and came in during

the last days of the British occupation

of Dongola."

Hassan Bey Balmassawy, who com-

manded at the Mesalamieh (!ate, ei-r-

tain]\' neither defended his post nor

warned (Jordon by the telegraph, whicli

ran round the fort ili<'at ions, of the ])eril

the town was in ; and this certainly

looks ]ik'(> treachery, all the more so

that he immediateh took a com-

mission under the Mahdi and marched

on the Kordofan l*]xpeditioii under the

Kiiiir Abu Anga ; but Major Kitchener

is of opinion that" Khartoum fell from

sudden assault when the garrison was

too exhausted by privations to make

proper resistance. It is dilficult from

the confused accounts to make out

exactly how Tfordon was killed. All

evidence tends to prove that it hap-

pened at or near the palace, where his

body was subsequently seen by several

witnesses."

It was dressed in light clothes.

The Soudan custom of beheadinof

and exposing the heads of adversaries

slain in battle was apparently carried

out in Khartoum, as it was done by

the Mudir of Dongola after the battle

of Korti. " The Baggara savages seem

to have had some doubt as to which

was Gordon's body, and great con-

fusion occurred in the Mahdi's camp

at Omdurman as to which was his head,

some recognising and others denying

its identity. One apparently reliable

witness, however, relates that he saw

the rebels cut off Gordon's head at the

palace gate after the towni had fallen

into their hands."

In looting the city the rebels ordered

all the inhabitants out of it. They

were closely searched at the gates as
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they passed out in succession, and these thirty-four Greeks were mur-

taken over to Omdurman, where the dered. The survivors are all at liberty,

women were distributed as slaves but in extreme poverty. Abdullah

among the rebel emirs and sheikhs. Bey Ismail relates that all the Euro-

The men, after being kept as prisoners pean ladies are at Omdurman living

closely guarded for three days, were in a zeriba, where they form a little

stripped of their clothing and tu.rned colony, guarded by the European men.

adrift to get their living as best they They earn a meagre sustenance by

could. sewing, washing, &c. Not a single

"The presence of Gordon as a prisoner one was taken b}^ the dervishes. The}'

in his camp would have been a source all wear the Moslem dress. A letter

of great danger to the Malidi, for the from the Mahdi was received relating to

black troops from Kordofan and Khar- the white prisoners, who, he declared,

toum loved and venerated Gordon, and preferred to remain with him. The

many other influential men knew him document bears ninety-six signatures

to be a wonderfully good man. The of Europeans ; but some of them are

want of discipline in the Mahdi's camp undoubtedly spurious, as that of Father

made it dangerous for him to keep as Luigi Bonomi, who escaped from El

a prisoner a man whom all the black Obeid, never having been at Khartoum,

troops liked better than himself, and A large number of the Baggara Arabs

in favour of wdiom, on a revulsion of left the Mahdi shortly after the fall of

feeling, a successful revolt might take Khartoum, much disgusted at their

place in his own camp. Moreover, if failure to obtain a larger amount ot

Gordon was dead, he calculated that loot. On the Mahdi attempting to

the British would retire and leave him bring them back by force, they joined

in peace." the party in Kordofan who are now

We have related how Farag was fighting against his cause,

slain because he could not show where " The memorable siege of Khartoum

the imaginary treasures of Gordon lay. lasted 317 days, and it is not too much

This took place in the open market of to say that such a noble resistance was

Omdurman, while many were put to due to the indomitable resolution and

torture to disclose where their wealth resource of one Briton. Never was a

lay hid, with varying results. garrison so nearly rescued, and never was

" The number of white prisoners in a commander so sincerely lamented."

the Mahdi's camp," says the War Whether as regards the peculiarity

Office Eeport, " has been variously of his mission, or the extraordinary

stated. A Greek who escaped from ability with which he defended Khar-

Khartoum reported that when the toum for many months against over-

place fell there were forty-two Greeks, whelming numbers of courageous Arabs,

five Greek women, one Jewess, six no person will deny to the memory

European nuns, and two priests. Of of the brave and gallant Gordon the
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tribute dwc to oiu> of tlic i^Tcatost of

llritisli heroes. And tliere is no more

sii^riiitieant proof o{ the respect ainl

alVeetion whieli he had inspired in

the Soudan itself than tlie un(h)uht('d

faet that his death tilled his blaek

troops, and in;inv of the Arabs tlieni-

selves, with det'p sorrow even unto

tears.

Amoniif the monetary euriosities of

the day are the ])a]>er assio;nats of

Gordon, many of whieh found their

way to Cairo, and are now in course of

liquidation, with the other bonds which

that i2-allant soldier cave duriu"- the

siee^e of Khartoum. The Mahdi luul

his own coinage. lie issued a large

(piantity of money in gold and silver,

whieh is vcrN' well minted indeed.

Some «)i tlie gold pieces whii'li Iiunc

reached C\iiro are of (Ik* si/e ol an

I'igyptian ])ound, whieh is vcM'y little

dilVerent in value oi- aj)pearance from

:in English sovereign, and they carry

about the same value, though they

weigh slightly more. They have

almost the same aj)j)earance as the

Egvptian pound, with this dilVerence,

that in i)lace of the monogram of the

Sultan they bear the following inscrip-

tion :
—

•• A II M K D E B N A B D A L L A H "

( Aliiued, sou of God's .sorvant ).

Bom in Egyi)t in 125.5.

SOIDAXESE KNC.^MI'MENT.
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The necessity for pivsorving the his- and the troops will soon be in a ])osition

torieal sequence ol" the battles and similar to those of Sinkat and Tokar a

other stirring- events during the war short time since. The case will l)e so

in the Soudan, rendered it undesirable much the worse, from the very large

to record in its place, chronological I3', size of the town, and the number of the

the important embassy or mission of inhabitants, who would be massacred

Admiral Sir AVilliam X. W. Hewett, were the place captured by the enemy.

K.C.B., K.S.L, and V.C, to John 11. Even now timely presents to King
(Kassa), King of Abyssinia, crowned in John, with definite promises of the

lS7i2. AVe now proceed to describe it. cession of Massowah and Sinkat

—

It had been projected early in 188 1, which, now that the Soudan has been

and on the 7th of March the corresjDon- abandoned, are no longer of the slight-

dent of the Standard wrote thus con- est use to Egyj^t—and the arrival in

cerning it :

—

Abyssinia of a mission from the Queen,
" Ten days ago 1 telegraphed as to would almost certainly result in the

the extreme necessity of oui' Govern- Abyssinians undertaking the rescue of

ment carrying out, without delay, the Kassala and the neighbouring posts."

negotiations they had so hotly com- The Abyssinians have alwa3^s cast

menced wdth Ab^^ssinia. The long longing eyes on Massow^ah, which, as

delay which (as usual) has taken place, Suleiman Pasha at Suakim told Admiral

has—as I predicted—caused great Hewett in December, 1883, they greatly

irritation in Abyssinia, where the coveted.

vacillation of the British Government, Though delays still ensued, when,

after King John had so frankly accepted on the 23rd March, Major Chermside

their offer to negotiate, is viewed in arrived at Suakim, in order to assist in

the light of an insult; and unless steps the negotiations for opening up the

are taken promptly all sorts of compli- Berber road, Admiral Hewett, who

cations will arise. The latest news was still at that port, was sanguine of

from Massowah shows that the position success in that respect, and proposed to

is alread}^ serious. Kassala, whose divide the route into sections, making

garrison could, a fortnight since, have each of the Bedoum tribes resjDonsible

been drawn off without the slightest for the section passing through its

difhculty through Abyssinia, is now territory.

••Itow-ether surrounded by the enemy, Three days after this we find the
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Journal iJes Debata urging upon the Land of Bogos, and tlie Barka territory.

Frencli Government the occupation of How far the occupation of these points

the island of Dessi, near the coast of by French troops would interfere witli

Abyssinia, as a precautionary measure our operations in Egypt and the Soudan,

against Great Britain, to keep open the and our position on the Bed Sea, woukl

navigation of the Bed Sea, as the high- —if it had been attempted—have be-

way to French possessions in Tonquin, come a matter for the serious considera-

Beunion, and Madagascar, and this was tion of Her Majesty's Government,

instantly followed by a leader in the On the 2nd of April, at the time

Pi/'puhliquc Francaise evidently intended when Osman Digna was attempting to

to prepare public opinion for French cut off the water supply from the

action on some portion of the coast of friendly tribes at Handoub and Tama-

the Bed Sea. The latter print inti- nieb, and the Sheikh of the Amaras

mated that France could not remain (Mahmoud Ali) was raising a force to

perpetually disarmed against the con- oppose him, Admiral Hewett, on the

sequences which the policy of Great first step of his mission, left Suakim in

Britain inevitably entailed. "The H.M. corvette EurijaJus for Massowah,

convulsed state of the region of the where he landed on the 7tli of the

Tpper Nile," it said, "has caused a same month.

deep perturbation in the Moslem world Massowah is situated on a rocky

from the centre of Africa to the north- island of the Bed Sea in the northern

ern frontier of Syria. It is vain for extremity of Arkiko Bay, about a mile

the British to publish bulletins of and a quarter in circumference, and
victory, since every fresh battle is two hundred yards from the mainland,

marked by the advance of the Mahdi The most consideral)le buiklino-s in the

on the route to Khartoum, and the town are the mosques, the doholah's

growth of the glory of the Brophet and banyan's houses, and a stone-built

among the Moslem populations imperils bazaar, in which jowari, dates, tobacco,

the safety of sundry Christian colonies beef, mutton, and fowls are sold. This

in Asia as well as Africa, and against island is the ordinary starting-point

such contingencies the Government of to the interior of Abyssinia from
the Bepublic is bound to provide." Egypt, and the great outlet of the

The B.q)uhUque urged the immediate Abyssinian trade. All the ivory

adoption of the measure recommended brought from Abyssinia, the Galla

by the Joimial cles Behats—the seizure country, and the south-western parts

of Dessi off the coast of Abyssinia

—

of Africa passes through this port. A
and held it would be sufficient to enter caravan proceeds from Arkiko regu-

into relations with that kingdom for the larly in the month of April into the

occupation of the following commercial interior of the territories of King
and strategical points—namely, the John, and is more or less numerous,

islands of Dessi and Ouda Adulis, the according to the number of ships
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which arrivo from India l>v the pa^sau^o of Ahyssinia. Tlie ordinary houses of

winds. the town arc Ixiilt of j)oh's and bent

In the course of the seventecntli urass, as is nsnal in Arahia. Those

SIK W. HEWETT IS EMBASSY : AX AWKWARD PART IN TMi; MAIEXSI PASS.

century, as the Turkish power in the which are of stone are two storeys in

Red Sea declined, the Bashaw of Mas- height ; the stone is taken from the

sowah, who gave a governor to Suakim, seashore, and is interesting as exliibit-

was obliged to pay tribute to the King ing remains of shell-lish fossilised in it.
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On the 7th of April Sir William

Hewett left Massowah on his mission

to the court of Abyssinia. He was ac-

companied by Captain Tristram Speedy,

Lieutenants and Conmianders Fritz,

H. E, Crowe, of the gunboat Coquette,

The mission was escorted as far as

the Abyssinian frontier by a detach-

ment of Bashi-Bazouks, and halted

for the first night at Shuati ; on the

second night they were at Ailet (or

Ailat), a village in the valley of Modat,

VIEW IN AliVSSIMA.

Lieutenants Graham, Herbert H. Paris,

Richard P. Fitzgerald, and Mr. Horace

Smith, Acting Secretary, all of H.M.
corvette Euryatm, and Lieutenant

T. F. A. Kennedy, of the Black

Watch. He had also with him the

Eev. Mr. Todd, Chaplain, Mr. Wylde,

an East African merchant. Mason Bey
(representing the Egyptian Govern-

ment), and Dr. Thomas D. Gimlette,

of the flag-ship Eurycdiis.

112

in Abyssinia, twenty miles from Mas-

sowah, and where there are medicinal

hot springs, much resorted to by na-

tives afflicted with cutaneous diseases.

There they were welcomed by much
tom-toming, were hospitably enter-

tained, and rested till the 9th, when

an Abyssinian officer with thirt}^ men
arrived as an escort, and relieved the

Bashi-Bazouks of the charge of the

mission and the presents they were
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carrvinsj for Tviiiir .Tt^lin, and on fli(>

1 nth the forward march was resuniod.

On tliat ovonin<^ Sir AVilliani and

his partv halted at Sataii^uniha. and tm

the I 1th the}' traversed the Kara Pass,

and reached the narrow valley of the

Genda. There Sir William remained

a dav, awaitinLT the arrival of the

Lieutenant of the <rreat Abyssinian

Chief, or General, Eas Aloola ; and he

came eventually, accompanied b}' a

rather tattered reg'iment, to escort

them through the mountain passes to

Aloohi's camp on the plateau of Asmara.
" The first few miles of the route,"

wrote the correspondent of the Daili/

News, who was accompanied by Mr.

F. Villiers, the special artist of the

Graphic, "lay through very fine moun-

tain scenery, not unlike the Scottish

Highlands, and very like the Balkans.

Birch, cedar, and acacia trees, box

and orchids, covered the sides of the

gorges ; flowers in profusion, maiden-

hair fern and lichens brushed us as we

toiled up the mountain. A few of the

Abyssinian guard in front of the

Admiral played upon pipes roughly

made out of the bark of trees, and the

notes, ver}" mellow and sweet, seemed

to start all the birds along our route

into song."

Other birds that were not of song

occasional!}^ soared up, or sat on rocks

watching the party—the African or

Egyptian vultures (or Pharaoh's chick-

ens), to which we have already referred

as bovering over manj^ a battlefield.

" The unburied slain on a field attracts

them in flocks from a great distance,"

says a writer ; " the death of any

beast in ihe open calls an assemblv to

the l)an(jU(^t. Sailing on their wide

and ample wings, thev sweep fiMni

llie higher regions of aii' io Ihciv re-

past, on which the}^ often gorge them-

selves till unable to rise from the spot."

As ihe party proceeded the scenery-

changed in character, and became more

tropical, and when evening fell the

tents were })itched in a beautiful but

narrow valle}', amid a grove of Euphor-

hia randi'lehra gi(/antirn, brilliant with

clusters of red and yellow blossoms.

The march of the following day proved

the most difficult and trying, as the

route lay through the Maiensi Pass,

one of the steepest tracks in the habit-

able globe.

"' It was impossible to ride any horse

up it," wrote the News correspondent,

" so we all took to mules. Presently

the route narrowed to a rocky defile,

and we suddenly emerged on the

Abyssinian plateau. Immediatel}^ Her
Majesty's representative was sighted

the slight eminence on our right and

the plateau on our left became alive

with horsemen galloping towards us,

and Avhen we were well in the open

more than fifteen hundred cavalry

charged straight at our group, throw-

ing up their spears and waving their

shields."

They reined up their horses skil-

fully within a few paces of the mission,

and then, spurring round its flanks,

they formed a kind of irregular column,

and followed its route in rear.

These wild horsemen wore the usual

Abyssinian costume, a large mantle of

red and white cotton cloth, which they
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wrapped round them, and to which were

added close drawers, reaching to the

middle of the thigh ; but among the

Gallas, a numerous tribe, a short petti-

coat, like the Scottish kilt, is worn.

The headgear of these horsemen

consisted of coloured handkerchiefs,

worn in different modes, though a few

wore a white fillet round their close

curly hair, while others wore a lion's

mane, fringing their swarthy visages

with its bristling hair, and rendering

themselves almost as wild in aspect as

the animal itself. They bore round

shields of hippopotamus skin, with

bolts and bosses of bright silver; they

were armed with swords and spears,

and the metal trappings of their horses,

being brightly burnished, flashed and

glistened gaily in the sunshine.

Soon after this meeting the camp of

Ras Aloola was reached ; and near the

entrance of his tent Sir William

Hewett dismounted and was met by

the chief, who walked forward and

shook hands with him. Then, amid

much beating of drums, the Admiral,

Mason Bey, and Captain Speedy entered

the tent, and there ensued a brief con-

ference, during which the customary

presents and compliments were ex-

changed.

To Eas Aloola the Admiral gave

some shot-guns, military rifles, and

accoutrements, with ammunition, silks,

carpets, a Turkish basin and ewer

;

while he received in return a handsome

robe of honour, and a splendidly ca-

parisoned mule. Aloola proved to

be a man of about the middle heio-ht

in stature, forty- five years of age, with

a massive head, the crown of which

was closely shaven, fine glittering eyes,

and a face which—save that it was of

negro blackness—was somewhat of the

Roman type ; and when he threw his

striped mantle, in toga fashion, over

his left shoulder, there seemed some-

thing quite classic in his manner and

bearing.

Though perfectly cordial in his wel-

come, he seemed curiously reticent as

to the whereabouts of his master,

King John ; and though he must have

known perfectly well, he somewhat

perplexed the Admiral and his party

by invariably replying that " onl}^ God
and his Majesty knew."

After his trying ride over the plains

and through the steep rocky passes,

Sir William Hewett deemed it advisable

to rest for the day. Next morning the

journey was resumed, under the escort

of Eas Aloola and his troops, the

cavalry ever and anon performing wild

and barbaric evolutions round the little

party in honour of the Admiral, and

perhaps to impress him with an idea

of their skill and prowess in war.

In many places the country was

fruitful ; the plains showed forests of

orange and citron trees, with pome-

granates and jessamine. Tulips, pinks,

lilies, red and white roses, and the

ranunculus, grew in the wild places.

On the 2Gth of April the Admiral

and his party reached Adowa, the

capital of Tigre in Abyssinia, and for

some time the residence of the sovereign,

after the Cfallas gained possession of

Gondar, which is the proper capital of

the kingdom.
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At Aclowa he expected to have his " Adowa," says the Bdindfiiy// Gazeffeer,

interview with King John. Eleven " is the channel by which the communi-

miles east of Axiim, it is situated on cation between the coast and the interior

the slope and at the base of a hill, is almost exclusively carried on. The

C'Al'T. TKISTKAM SPEEDY IX A DIUSS OF HONOrR.

which commands a magnificent view

of the mountains of Tigre, and round

which sweeps the Hassam— a fine

stream. Riippell estimates its altitude

at 6,216 feet above the level of the

sea. It contains about 10,000 inhabi-

tants, who excel all other Abyssinians

in the manufacture of cotton cloth.

provinces to the south of Adowa

abound in cattle and corn, which, with

salt, constitute their chief articles of

barter. About a thousand slaves pass

through Adowa, to be shipped at

Massowah and other ports on the Eed

Sea. The commercial character of the

place causes it to be inhabited by a
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considenible nuinbor oi' Mcluunnu'dans, •'^'""' •'"'"» '" >'"' "I'l-ii'iiM.-Mi <.f .m Ai.Mn;., ih,-

, ., , , i> 1

1

1
lii-ad di' tlio Al)Ys.siui;in cliurrli, llini luiiniiiatiMl liy

wlio are the only class ol the poinila-
„,,^ K.vi.tmn nuthoritios.

tiull at all aiHinatod by the spirit ol Fimrtlily. Kin-,' Jolm lo «,'ivi« all i)(issi])K> nssis-

trade
" lance to tin- ^xarrisoiis iif Kassala. Kalal)at. and

, 1 , .. 11 1,1 >,i,i Amaililt. alinwiii"- llicin <(> withdraw Ihrouijh his
In a Ctter rein Adowa. dated .ODlh . .

, , .t'oiinlry in ])faoc and satdy.

April, the correspondent of tlu> M///// Fiftldy. all dilHcuUi.'s arising;- lu'<W(M>M E-iyi.t

Actc6' stated that there was no one in "'"' Ai.yssinia t.. bo botdrd i.y il.o arl.i(iati..n ..r

,
1 i. 1 i.

• l^ • Groat IJritain.

the town deputed to receive the mission

on its arrival. l\as Aloola, however, Thouy;h the treaty was sif^ned it bore

had i;-one forward to Makuki, with a no remarkable fruits, as Kin<;- John

copy or draft of the treaty to lay before did not then intervene ; but when

King John, and had returned with a Mason ]3ey tele^-rajdied from the far

promise from that potentate to come eastern Soudan the fall and capture of

to Adowa. Grhedarif, he added, that King Jolm

Though the statistical work we have intended to march his army on JJarka,

quoted states that the inhabitants of and had gathered three thousand Gallas

Adowa " are more civilised than is round Adowa.

usual in Abyssinia," Sir William Sir William Hewett, returning from

Hewett and his companions found his mission to King John, reached the

them very rude and otlensive, and, for coast on the 12th of June, and reported

some time, they were actuall}^ prevented that he had successfully accomplished

from supplying the mission with food, the objects in view ; and that King

even for money. John had promised to secure the relief

Though, b}' the fall of Khartoum, of the garrison of Kassala by the way

three thousand subjects of King John of the Gallabat district, and that the

living in that city were at the mercy of Grallas were mustering at Adowa for

the Malidi, who was now in possession that purpose.

of all the country between the Blue The Popolo of the lUth of May re-

and White Niles, and had thus become marked that Mr. Gladstone's declaration

an immediate neighbour and Moham- that Kassala never entered the sphere

medan enemy of Abyssinia, whose king of England's operations was some-

was a Christian, the latter did not seem what startling in the face of the causes

to be in much haste to do honour to which led to General Gordon's and

our ambassador. then to Lord Wolseley's Expeditions.

The terms of the treaty which the Now, an isolated expedition to Kassala

latter bore were stated to be as would be pure Quixotism, for which

follows :

—

Italy was in no wise disposed. The

Trihuna enlarged on the unreasonable-

Firstly, Massowali was to be a free port. ^eSS of inviting Italy to do what Eng-
Seeondly, the coiiutry of Booros Seulieit to belonff i i i i i? li. i.- ^ •^

,„,,..•' JO b jand shrank irom attempting^, w^hile
-to Ethiopia.

_ ,
. °

Thirdly, the Kliedive of Egypt to give facQity to declaring that it was desirable on the
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score of humanity. But, continued itself as best it could. Indeed, both

the Tiihuna, if Mr. Gladstone has made geographically and ethnographically,

such proposals, clearl}^ the attitude of it may be said that, at Assouan,

the Italian Ministry authorised him to Egypt terminates and Nubia begins

;

do so. though, as Colonel Donald Stewart

On the 24th of July, it was reported remarked, the name of the Egyptian

at Suakim, H.M. gunboat Wood!ark, Soudan has taken the place of all others

having on board the Abyssinian envoy, for the whole of the Egyptian territory

had left Massovvah with an elephant below Assouan, where the Nile has the

and other presents, from King John to appearance of a narrow lake surrounded

Qneen Victoria, on board. On that on all sides by arid, picturesque rocks,

same day an earthquake occurred at mostly of granite, with some syenite

Massowah, which destroyed or damaged and porphyry. A little to the south

nearly every house in the place, the are the remains of an ancient Saracen

population of which, chiefly Arabs, was town, of the former importance of

estimated at 250,000 in 1874. All the which some idea may be formed from

ships in the harbour rocked violently the fact that Mackreezee says 21,000

and strained at their moorings, while of its people died of a plague in the

the inhabitants, in alarm, fled inland. year of the Prophet 806.

While Sir William Hewett was A detachment of Egyptian troops

journeying in Abyssinia, and our troops was despatched there in the middle of

were daily having petty skirmishes in April, 1884, under Colonel Duncan,

defence of the Suakim -Berber railway, and a regiment of British troops had

the inhabitants of Assouan and its been ordered also, but they were

neighbourhood, jDanic-stricken by the stopped at Assiout, the terminus of

news of the fall of the latter place, the railway from Cairo. The town of

were taking to flight in considerable Assouan contains now about 6,000

numbers. In consequence of this, inhabitants, and its trade consists in

Captain Bedford visited the town with dates, senna, henna, wicker baskets,

an armed steamer, the appearance of and slaves. In the time of the Khe-

which had a reassuring effect. dive Ismail it was considered the ter-

Assouan, on the Nile, opposite the mination of a tourist's peregrinations,

island of Elephantine (now called as it was situated on the First Cataract.

Grezeeret-Assouan, or the island of There is a small railway there, which

Assouan), became at that period a transfers goods and passengers to and

place of esj^ecial interest, as it was from the boats above and below the

to form the chief frontier town of cataract. Thence to Wady Haifa,

Egypt proper if the British Grovern- the Second Cataract, the Nile becomes

ment should ultimately determine to again navigable. A scheme was at

evacuate the Soudan ; while Nubia one time proposed for a Soudan rail-

might be left to take care of way from Assouan to Khartoum, and
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a study of the proposed lino was inadc

by two British subjects, Messrs. Walker

ami l>ray, but iiotbiu*^ eanu' of it.

Sir John llawksliaw also reooin-

broad). 'I'lu' Nile for about a mile

above it is intei-iupted in its course by

numerous i-o(;ks of line red irranite.

Tlic \vlioU> cluuDicl lie)"e is 1)roken by a

ABYSSIXIAN PKIEST.

mended the canalisation of the cata-

ract, while Mr. Fowler proposed to

construct a shij) railway overland,

utilising the descending water as the

mechanical force. Here lies the palm-

fringed island of Elephantine opposite

Assouan, elevated, rocky, and barren

(3,000 feet long by about 900 feet

thousand islets, some rugged, black,

and bare, others covered with verdure,

reeds, and tamarisks. On Elephantine

once stood a great temple dedicated to

the god Knuphis, of which not a ves-

tige now remains save its portal. Two
other temples were demolished to make

barracks for the Pasha's Black Infantry.



11?.
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Generallv the islo is coviMvd wi<h heaps

of shapeless ruins.

"Assouan," says Ebers, " is, in fact,

at the vtTv tlireshold «>l" l"',U'yiit, and

thr I\Ljy}itian name So/f/f seems ad-

mirahlv well ehosen, meaning- ' allow-

insr the entrance.' From this name

Som/ came the (ireek Syene, and then

Assouan, from the Coptic Suan. In

very early times the chief town of the

district to which it belonged stood on

the island opposite, and was called like

it, Ah, the town of elephants or of ivor}^

probably from the abundant supply of

that material, which was an important

article of commerce with the Soudan."

Under the Greeks, who gave the

opposite island the name of Elephan-

tine, the garrison town on the eastern

shore took precedence over that of the

island, and, in spite of the many attacks

it suffered from the Blemmyes and their

successors, it continued a flourishing

town, wdiile that of Elephantine fell

into decay.

Now little remains of the ancient

Suan.

Its granite quarries have lain un-

worked for centuries, as the Moham-
medans erect little for posterity. The

vines, which in the time of the Pharaohs

were so extensive, have vanished, like

the famous well of Syene, which must

have been situated exactly under the

tropic line, since it was shadowless at

noon. And this circumstance was taken

advantage of by Eratosthenes, who had

been invited to Egypt by Ptolemy

Euergetes I. for the purpose of mea-

suring the surface of the earth.

At the present day a visitor to

Assouan, the moment he lands, is

besieged by a host of dealers in ostrich

fcaihcrs, eggs, ivory rings, gold and

silver bracelets, Soudanese \vea])ons, and

by dusky IJishareen Arabs, clad only

in a loin cloth, selling amulets or talis-

mans to bind on I he arm.

The First Cataract, which, it will be

remembered is situated here, is not pro-

perly a waterfall, and even in the most

dilllcult places the gradient is not more

than one foot in 15 feet. Black rock

rises abruptly from the foaming current,

and here and there vast blocks, fallen

from above, form islets of 150 and 200

feet in height.

The arrangements for the embarka-

tion of the Egyptian troops for As-

souan, as made at Boulak, about two

miles from Cairo, were admirably carried

out under the personal superintendence

of Mr. T. Cook. They embarked from

the Arsenal, Sir Evelyn Wood oversee-

ing the whole. They numbered 1,300

men, with four British officers, on

board of three steamers and four

barges.

In the April of 1884 it was con-

fidently stated that a conference upon

Egyptian finance was to be summoned.

The announcement, however, was some-

what prenqature, but the discussions to

which it gave rise on the Continent

proved of some service to Egypt and

to Great Britain. Hitherto it had

been assumed by those who had

agitated for the withdrawal of our

troops from the delta of the Nile that,

if their advice were adopted, the Egyp-

tians would be left to work out their

political destinies in their own way.



THE FUTURE OF EGYPT. 131

It could not be contended, however, Granville to the Powers clearly detailed

that there was much justification for the financial troubles in Ma}'', 1884,

this view, as the tone of the most and suggested a loan of £8,000,000

influential French journals showed as necessary to restore the equilibrium

;

distinctly that, if Britain abandoned but delays ensued, as France insisted

Egypt, her place there would be imme- on the scope of the Conference being

diately taken by France. " As long enlarged, and that the political future,

as we maintain our present supre- as well as the financial settlement of

macy," said a writer at the time, " the the country, should be discussed.

French Government will not dispute Early in May that year an expedition

our claims ; but, were Britain to aban- was organised at Cairo, under Colonel

don the task she voluntarily undertook, Stuart-Wortley and Majors Kitchener

the Republic, with the cordial consent and Bundle, to reconnoitre the banks

of all classes of Frenchmen, would only of the Nile as far as Assouan. In

be too glad to find an opportunity of this operation they were to be assisted

asserting its supposed rights. France by the Bedouin tribes on the banks of

has more than a merely sentimental the river, while an escort of 500

interest in Egypt, and it would be un- Gawazi Bedouins accompanied them,

reasonable to expect that she would This force had orders eventually to

permit the country to fall into a state form a cordon between Assouan and

of anarchy." Dongola, with its headquarters in the

Eventually, when a Conference of the oasis of Khurga, from whence patrols

signatories of the Treaty of Berlin was were to be despatched in order to pre-

proposed to settle the financial affairs vent the passage of emissaries of the

of Egypt, each Power seemed to con- Mahdi.

sider the matter in its own way. Russia At this time Sir Samuel Baker

and Italy, who always appear to gain suggested that Egypt should be di-

something out of every European diffi- vided into two provinces. Upper and

culty, accepted the task at once ; Tur- Lower Egypt ; that the former should

key hesitated, on the plea that the extend to latitude IS*^, and that its

affairs of one of her dependencies were capital should be Khartoum. In a

scarcely a matter for international ad- letter to the Times he urged that

justment ; and Germany and Austria " Khartoum is the key and strategical

declined to commit themselves until it point upon which the security of

was known what France meant to do

;

Lower Egypt must unquestionably

and for months before the French depend," and that if this city passed

Press, official and popular, had been from our control, we might by-and-by

girding at Britain's policy in Egypt have to undertake an expedition com-

and the Soudan, and latterly their tone pared with which any effort that was

had become extremely aggressive. then being made, would be of trifling

The memorandum addressed by Lord importance.
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And now to resume our narrative of

occuiTcnces at Suakim and elsewhere

in May, 1SS5.

On the .00th General Sir G. E.

Greaves, K.C.M.G. and C.B., visited

Otao and Handoub, accompanied by

Colonel Le Mesurier, commanding the

Ro^'^al Engineers, to concert plans for

the defence of Suakim after the with-

drawal of the main force. He after-

wards conferred with Colonel Truel of

the Shropshire Regiment, and arranged

that his battalion should be hutted as

soon as possible, and provided with

every suitable comfort, so far as the

available commissariat means would

allow.

In place of General Sir John McNeill,

who had gone home, the command of

the second brigade was assumed by

Colonel William Henry Ralston, of the

second battalion of the East Surrey

Regiment, who had served with the old

70 th in the New Zealand War of

1863— 5, and was present in the en-

o^awement with the Maoris at Katikara

and Riangawhia, and commanded, as

Major, the expedition which landed at

the White Cliffs.

Orders were now issued for the

Lancers, Hussars, and the Berkshire

Regiment to proceed to Suez for Cairo,

but not for Britain, taking all their

camp equipage with them.

The erection of huts was proceeded

with steadily on Quarantine Island and

at the H Redoubt, while a series of

permanent field-works was constructed
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by the Engineers outside the town

;

and a sufficient number of transport

animals was left at Suakim to enable

General Hudson to form a movable

column whenever such a force might

be necessary; and it was supposed

out much effect ; either they had not

the range or their rifles were wrongly

sighted. Hence Gfeneral Grreaves at

once despatched the armoured train,

with two Gardner guns and an escort

of Infantry, to protect the line of rail-

MOSQUE-TOMB NEAR ASSOUAN'.

that a knowledge of its existence

might render the enemy cautious, and

prevent them from harassing the troops,

while the selection of the Shropshire

Light Infantry, the Sikhs, and the

Bombay Infantry for garrison duty gave

much satisfaction in camp.

On the afternoon of the 20th May a

party of Arabs advanced from Hasheen

and opened a fire upon the vedettes of

the Camel Corps at the front, but with-

way, and on the approach of this force

the enemy fell back in the direction of

Tamai.

On the same afternoon the military

police and the invalids began their

journey down the Nile for Cairo from

the Soudan.

On the 21st of May General Greaves

determined, in consequence of the reso-

lute attitude of the marauders of the

previous day—encouraged, no doubt.



l;3i CAi>SELL'S lU^TOliY OF THE WAU IS TllK SUVDAN.

1)V a knowledge tliat our troops were 0/tli of May tlu- nmiihrr increased to

last depart in«^—to resnnie niLi^ht ])at- alxtxe x?,3l)().

lollinLT on the railwav l)v nu'ans of tlie ( )n the 11th ol" May the ix'hrls who

armoured train. At 11 j)in. it ran to reeentl}' lei't Sani, where Ezzein, the

Otao. It was found that on the ])re- chief lOniir of the desert tribes, was in

ceding night, favoured by the extreme command, moved to the neighbourhood

darkness, the enemy had heaped up of llandab.

brushwood and earth on tlu' line to The JMudir of Dongola's troops ad-

obstruct the engine, which returned vanced from that place and gave battle

unmolested, the obstructions being to the enem^-, whom they completely

easily removed. Thus it started for routed, without themselves losing a

Otao a<rain at seven on the followini/ man.

morning. The Mudir's men returned in triumph

Ten per cent, of the garrison were to Handab with twenty-seven cattle and

now reported on the sick-list. The ninet}^ sheep, which they captured from

strength was expected to be fixed at the rebels.

3,500 men. Tumbal Hamid, a descendant of the

On the 22nd some excitement Avas ancient kings of the island of Argo in

caused at Alexandria when instructions the Nile, a place still famous for an

arrived from the War Oihce ordering ancient temple and two magnificent

the three battalions of the Foot Guards colossal statues of red granite, accepted

to encamp five miles from the city " and the government of that part of the

remain there pending further orders," province lying between Sukkot and

instead of proceeding at once to London. Handak (or Handah), a town on the

Three thousand tents were sent from left bank of the river forty miles south

Cairo for a camp at Eamleh. of NewDongola; but, in consequence of

By the same date Otao was evacuated the circulation of many absurd and

by the Shropshire Regiment, which came alarming rumours as to our manner of

into Suakim by train, and was ordered evacuating the Soudan, it was deemed

to furnish one company towards the advisable to placard notices in Arabic

formation of the corps of Mounted In- to the effect that we had no intention

fantry. of burning the city.

Glancing elsewhere, the evacuation Su- Charles Wilson and Colonel

of the Soudan may be said to have Walter Rice Olivey, C.B., Chief Pay-

commenced in earnest, when in the master, and formerly of the 12th Foot,

middle of May the first batch of re- left Dongola on the 25th for Cairo;

fugees

—

i.e., natives who dreaded the and two days after Sir Red vers BuUer

vengeance of the Mahdi on the depar- telegraphed from that place that the

ture of the British—to the number of British troops had begun to withdraw

250 unfortunate creatures, started from from it on the preceding day. A troop

Dongola for Upper Egypt, and by the of the 19tli Hussars and the 1st Bat-
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talion of the West Kent Regiment lie had taken care of them on the

were to be left at Wady Haifa, and march. The news of his accident had

the 1st Battalion of the Sussex Regi- reached the camp at Wadj Haifa pre-

ment at Korosko, while the remainder viously, but the brave doctor refused

of the Hussars, the 2nd Battalion of to be attended till every man of his

the Essex Regiment, and a battery of convoy had been seen to. He then

Artillery, were ordered to be stationed went to his tent, when he fainted from

at Assouan until the railway extension pain and exhaustion, and for many

was finished; and meanwhile the Black days was in a feverish and critical

Watch and other troops at Merawi state,

began their journey northward. A meeting of traders interested in

At this time Colonel F. Duncan, the Soudan was held in Alexandria

C.B., of the Royal Artillery (pre- at the beginning of the troubles, at

viously Superintendent of the Records which it was stated that there were

of the Royal Artillery), commanded at in that province 15,000 Christians and

Wady Haifa, and he bore testimony to 40,000 Egyptians, and that there were

the excellent work done by the officers no less than 1,000 commercial houses

and men of the Army Medical Depart- owned by Europeans and 3,000 by

ment. At least 2,500 men, women, Egyptians, and that the import and

and children, refugees, were sent from export trade was valued at £13,000,000

Khartoum to him, and he had to dis- annually. The Ministry of War drew

tribute them among the frontier vil- up a statement on the subject of the

lages. The difficulties were great in evacuation of the Soudan to the effect

the long line of communication, and that there were 21,000 Egyptian troops

the wounded had to undergo much and eighty-four guns in the Soudan be-

suffering, as they were conveyed partly tween Dongola and Grondokoro. The

by camel litters, partly by boats, and removal of the supplies of ammunition

partly by railway. stored at Kassala and Khartoum (be-

At a public meeting in October, fore the siege of the latter city) would

1885, he related an anecdote showing require 4,000 camels, or 0,000 if the

how admirably the medical officers did supplies of war from King John's

their duty. A doctor in charge of a frontier were also to be withdrawn,

convoy fell over a cliff and broke two The Soudan had been a continual

of his ribs, but bound himself up as drain upon the Exchequer of Egypt,

well as he could and said nothing The first step deemed necessary to re-

about his mishap, and rode five and a trieve matters was the construction of

half days under a burning sun, in pain a railway from Suakim to Berber, or,

and weakness, till he safely landed his what was thought at one time more

convoy at Wady Haifa. advisable, on the Nile to Shendy, where.

The sufferers in his charge spoke according to Burckhardt's " Travels in

earnestly of the fatherly way in which Nubia," the wholesale trade was con-
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ducted through brokers, and where a recpiired to run from Suukini io Berber,

caravan no sooner arrived tlian every on the Nile, being only sixteen hours,

merchant's house was crowded with and that the cost would be under a

them ; but the avidity and })arsimony million and a half. The com})letion of

of all ])arties were too great to allow the enter])rise would, they urged, at

them to briuij their transactions to a once ehan*re all the elements of the

NATIVE OF THE SOUDAN: THE "WHITE OR SACRED IBIS.

speedy conclusion. At Shendy, Burck-

hardt states, that " No merchandise has

its fixed price ; there is no such thing as

a price-current, and every one sells ac-

cording to the jDrospect he has of cheat-

ing the buyer and bribing the broker."

The promoters of the Suakim route

maintained that the construction of

their line would bring Cairo within six

and a half days of Khartoum, the time

problem, and, instead of being a burden

on the Egyptian Exchequer, the Soudan

would become, w'ith anything like good

management, a source of wealth to the

Government.

The financial condition and possi-

bilities of the Soudan have very im-

portant bearings upon the c^uestion oi

the utility of the country, Egypt. In

this respect the Budget of the Soudan

J
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for I'^^.O, befori' tlir troublrs bocanu'

vitally serious, will be intoivstiiii^.

Eiuitorn Soudtin

:

Tokiir

Stmkiiu

Miisso Willi ...

Ceutnil Soiulaii

:

Scuimar
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Khartoum
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Equatorial Province
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1,R52
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14,423

3,856

sun-cndcr whal will Ix' llic ricbo.st com-

iiUTcial cntiu^poi in (he Old \\'^()rl(l.

Tf the Soudan w(M*e in British bands

in a vi'rv b'w yoars you would bo

ontiivly independent of the United

States, both for cotton and corn. You
have no idea what a country it is ; soil

fertile beyond l)elier, and tlie wbole

traversed from end to end by two ^'reat

highways known as the Blue and

White Niles, alon<^ whichI vou cany

£503,667 £600,4;59 £77,396 £174,165

In addition to this deficit, there is

charofed asfaiust the Soudan a further

one of .€G,7.')() for a section of the Nile

Valle}' Kailway, bringing the deficit

(less surplus) up to £103,525. In

1881 the deficit was only £36,840.

Under General Gordon's rule for the

first time the Budget was balanced.

What had hitherto prevented the

development of the resources of the

Soudan was the difficulty of getting

machinery into the country, and of

conveying natural products to the

shore of the Eed Sea. The finances of

the Soudan, once rehabilitated, the

provincial administration would no

longer be forced to visit its subjects

with those heavy exactions wdiicli were

too surely at the bottom of the recent

revolt.

Sir Samuel Baker—perhaps, next to

General Gordon, the best authority on

the subject of that sun-baked province

—agreed in this opinion with Lord

Dufferin.

" To sacrifice the Soudan," he wTote,

" is to fling away the granary of the

world ; to abandon Khartoum is to

steam without interruption for hundreds

of miles. Many a time I have ridden

through deserted districts, in which the

corn or dhurra was growing literally

high enough to hide an elephant, and

that without the slightest cultivation.

Gordon was only a soldier, but even he

was impressed by the luxuriance of the

vegetation and the boundless wealth of

the Nile valley. When that region

passes into civilised hands it will be

the richest on the whole continent.

An almost virgin soil, a tropic sun, the

Nile water, and a population which is

most tractable and peaceful ; there you

have all the elements required for the

production to almost any extent of the

necessities of your great industrial

population in this country.

" To tap this immense reservoir of

undeveloped wealth, all that is necessary

is a short railway from Suakim to the

Nile and a decent Government. It

wants no elaborate administrative sys-

tem, but it does want a ruler whose

word can be trusted, and whose officials

are kept in hand. There ought not to

be the slightest difficulty in holding

the whole of the Nile valley down

to the lakes from Khartoum. There



DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUDAN. 139

are no fewer than fifteen steamers at bj some other European Power. This

Kliartoum, some of tliem great river somewhat humiliating note added, that,

boats of 300 tons. With these [Sir as soon as order and a stable Govern-

Samuel wrote before the fall] there ment had been established, the British

ought not to be the least difficulty in troops would be withdrawn from Egypt

patrolling the river from end to end

;

and the Soudan. On this matter the

and the river is everything in the Grrand Vizier had a private audience

Soudan. The power that commands with the Sultan, the result of which

the stream has the lives of the poj)ula- did not readily transpire ; but the

tion on its banks absolutely in its note was not acted upon,

hands. The whole of the irrigation, On the 23rd of May the Berkshire

without which nothing grows, depends Eegiment evacuated Handoub, and as

on the river. The cattle come down it was falling back on Suakim ijie

to drink of its waters. It is the vital enemy showed in some force and

artery of the Soudan ; and a capable opened fire. The Berkshire men re-

man established at Khartoum would sponded with such effect that the Arabs

be able to prevent any living being fell back. There were no casualties,

showing any hostility from end to end and that day, at noon, the battalion

of either of the Niles. I am not a with the East Surrey Eegiment em-

prophet, but I know the country, and barked on board the transports Conway

as I predicted that Hicks would be lost and Loch Ard respectively, which at

the moment he was left to be sacrificed once put to sea, as the Romeo did, with

by the ministry, who hated him because a detachment of Indian troops, for

he was an Englishman, so I predict Bombay.

that the present crisis will only become All the troops now quartered at

more and more serious if an attempt is Suakim had leisure to moralise on the

made to evacuate the country." unpleasant fact that Handoub, Otao,

On the 20th of May a Council of and all the other positions in front,

Ministers was held at Cairo, when a laid out, fortified, and constructed amid

lengthy discussion ensued in regard to so much toil, suffering, and loss of life,

a note recently addressed by Earl were now in possession of the enemy
;

Granville to Musurus Pasha, on the and to the soldiers it was plainly

subject of the armed occupation by apparent, says the Baily Chronicle,

Turkey of certain ports on the Bed " that we had directly played into the

Sea, particularly Suakim. In the hands of Osman Digna." The tribes

event of the Turkish Government re- were now returning to his standard in

fusing troops for this purpose, the large numbers, and even the " Friend-

Foreign Secretary declared that Great lies," who were so recently in our

Britain would feel compelled to make camp, and were supplied with arms

arrangements for the occupation of and ammunition from Her Majesty's

Suakim and the other ports specified stores, overcome b}^ their fears of
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pimishment, ivturnod to their allc- ditiuti of Suakiin. Within two months,

gianee to the pertinacious Arab chid', up to the 23rd, over eleven hundred

FKIEXDLY XATIVES BRINGING CAPTURED SHEEP AND GOATS INTO SVAKIM.

Sickness was now steadil}' increasing soldiers had been sent away invalided,

among both the British and Indian and with their constitutions seriously

troops. The heat seemed equally try- injured. In addition to these, there

ing to both, but much of the sickness were many sharp cases of fever on
was attributed to the unsanitary con- board the hospital ship Ganges.
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Whatever might be the health of At daybreak on the 26th of May all

the troops there and at other stations, the troops stationed there, including

those at Merawi were not much affected the Hussars, Camel and Land Trans-

at this time, even by the steadily in- port Corps, under Colonel Butler,

VIEW IN NUBIA.

creasing temperature, which then rose

to 116 degrees in the shade ; and this

was attributed by the medical staff

to occasional severe thunderstorms,

which cleared the air and conduced to

the satisfactory condition of that pen-

insular district, which is described as

very luxuriant and well irrigated.

marched from Merawi, with orders to

pick up the Mounted Corps at the

stations between that place and Don-

gola ; while the 1st Battalion of the

Black Watch and the Egyptian detach-

ment started in their whale-boats for

the Lower Nile, together with the

Naval Brigade and the Eoyal Engineers.



\\1 CASSELL'S JIISTOnV (>/•' 77//; U'.IU IN THE SOUDAN.

The troops wi'lcuiiu'J tliosi> orders,

Avbicli, however, eaiised tlu» uiinost

Consternation ainon«r tln^ natives wlio

had befriended ns, and now anticipated

an attack from all the trilies favonrahle

to the ^lahdi. A few useful articles

were given to them, and then the rest

of the stores were sent down the river

in boats.

On the afternoon of the :2 1th of May
the armonred train left Suakim with

the Gardner ltuus and tiftv rank and

file of the Shropshire Regiment, and

the same number of Sikhs and Bombay
Infantry, and came swooping down

upon the enemy, who were busy tear-

ing up the line. The troops opened a

rattling fire on them, killing and

wounding some hundreds, on which

the Arabs fled to the hills. Another

bod}^ who were severely damaging the

line at Handoub escaped without any

casualties.

Thirty vessels which had been lying

in tlie harbour, laden with railway

plant, began their return to Britain on

the same day.

Lord Dufferin was of opinion that if

this line of railway was carried out it

would do more to repress the inhuman

slave trade than any other measure we
could adopt, as the Power that holds

the Delta of the Nile is naturally

marked out as the proper custodian of

the great trade of Xorth-Eastern Africa.

When the opinion of General Gordon

was in^nted in 18S2 about the construc-

tion of this railway, he replied as

follows :

—

" Speakiug from a long experience in the Soudan,

I feel convinced that until such a communication is

in.ulr, iiii real jirogross ciin 1)(> rcckdiicd oii in lliosc

fuuiili-ics. 'I'licir liciiig SI) iit>nr Kgyjil , junl yet so

ImclvW.-inl as (licy ari-, is siiiijily owing (o tho great

(lillii'iilty in g<>Uing to and from tlicni io (lie Rod
Sea ; a \n'\\ of arid sand of hvo liiindrt-d and ciglify

nnles scimralcs tlicni IVmn civilisation, and till

this is spaniu'd no real progress can In- made.

Tlicrc can lie not tlie Ica.st douht hut that tli(> route,

Suakim to Berher, is the true natural mnte to he

o]n'n(Ml. lljid tliis rontc liccn (ijicncil when I was in

the Soudan it wonhl have hceii infinitely more
simple to have governed those countries. Tho
hidden misery of tiio people in tlie dark phices of

the Soudan exists l)ecause no liglit is tlirown on

those lands, which liglit this railway would give
;

and it is certain Avhen it is known that the railway

is completed, an entire cliange will take place in

tlie wliole of this country. As long as the present

state of atfairs—with no communication—exists,

there wiU be revolts and misery, and this will entail

many thousands ]ier annum on the Exche((uer of

Egypt, for it is certain that Egypt cannot throw otf

the Soudan and allow other countries to hold it. I

conclude by saying that the railway is a sine qua non
for the well-being of the Soudan."

By the 25th of May the construction

of large and airy barrack-huts, for the

accommodation of the troops at Suakim,

was rapidly being proceeded with ; but

it was now necessary to convert the

hulk Underwriter into an additional

hospital ship. Her 'tween decks were

spacious and loft}^, and everything was

done by the medical staff on board to

ensure the comfort of the increasing

number of sick.

It was now reported at headquarters

that 800 Arabs were in possession of

our abandoned fort at Handoub, a

permanent menace to the unfinished

line of railway.

About this time it was stated in

Alexandria that a movement was in

progress on the western frontier of

Eg3'pt, spreading through Tripoli and

extending even to Tunis, that was
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fraught with more danger than even the

power and appearance of the Mahdi; and

that an active, but secret, traffic in arms

and ammunition was going on along the

whole coast. It was said that it was

practically impossible to prevent the

landing of these arms and other war-

like stores, which were intended for use

in an ultimate outbreak of fanaticism

;

and the detection of a schooner land-

ing powder for the Soudan, some miles

westward of Alexandria, and when pur-

sued by British vessels throwing the

powder barrels into the sea, was but a

portion of this scheme or conspiracy.

Dr. Schweinfurth, the traveller,

urged the necessity of depriving the

Mahdi of the means of communication

with the sea, and suggested the forma-

tion of an International Surveillance

on the coast between Derna, or Beled-

al-Sur, a town of Tripoli, thirty-five

miles south-west of Itas-el-Tin, and

Benghazi, in order to keep a watchful

eye on the headquarters of Zebelir

Pasha's friends, the all-powerful Se-

noussi sect in Jarabub.

On the 29th of May General Dormer
evacuated Tani with his troops for

Cairo.

One of the proposals now under the

consideration of Brigadier - General

Francis Wallace Grrenfell, commanding
the Egyptian army, and formerly of

the 4th Battalion of the Rifles, was

the increase of British officers for the

purposes of organisation and discipline

;

for many of the British officers who
formerly served in that army while Sir

Evelyn Wood was at its head had now
resigned out of it, after the last cam-

paign.

TOMBS AT CAIRO.
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CHAPTER X.

THE RED SEA PORTS.

The Blue Book—The Ports of Zcila and Berbera—Mission of Major Hunter— Strange Controversy with the

Porte—TajuiTah annexed by France—Egypt and the Italians—Mancini's Despatch—Protest by Assym

Pasha.

In May, 1SS5, for the first time,

some official light was thrown on the

diplomatic and military j^^'oceedings

which resulted in redistribution of the

ports of the Eed Sea, of the littoral of

which Major Chermside was Governor-

General, with his headquarters at

Suakim.

The narrative is contamed in a batch

of papers, published in a Blue Book at

the end of the month. No small in-

dustry was required to select the more

important features from the mass of

details, and to intelligibly account for

the j^arts played respectively by Great

Britain, Egypt, Italy, Turkey, and

France, who all appear to have had

a share in the partition of the terri-

tories in question.

It is somewhat perplexing, though

perhaps needless, to add, that, like most

documents framed by our Foreign

i
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Office for the perusal of the British Baring at Cairo that the various ah-

pubHc, the narrative breaks off just at original tribes would probably endeavour

the point where it begins to have some to drive out the Egyptian garrisons

general interest. So far as it goes, at from the ports on the gulf of Aden,

3^^

ADEN.

all events, the Blue Book is useful in

its information, which will be found

necessary to a full understanding of

any settlement that may be eventually

made.

It would seem that in December,

1883, Major Hunter, the Assistant-

Eesident at Aden, warned Sir Evelyn

not because they had any sympathy

with the Mahdi, but to take advantage

of the turmoils m Egypt.

Certain of these ports, particularly

Zeila and Berbera on the Gulf shore,

were necessary for the alimentation of

our garrison at Aden, and the British

Government was advised to take mea-

11.5
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sures for their i)rotection. Tlio latter — a land <.f ari(lli\ and uIUt desolation,

])ort is one of ini])ortanee, as some- thoui;-li it carries on some trade with

times during;- the monsoon 1 .')() vessels Aden.

anchor in the harhour, near the town Dillieulties arose with respeet to

(which contains more than .").()()() hnts\ ilarar when the evacuation hy tlie

where the ])ilijfrims and merchants l']u^y]:>tian troops was stated to be a

embark for Jiddah and Mecea. As work of periL J\nl)ar Pasha eonn-

a temporary expedient a conple of selled delay, and asked that a British

ijfnnboats were at once des])atched olKcer (Major Hunter) should be sent

thither. to superintend the withdrawah

Meanwhile Earl CJranville wrote to Sir Evelyn Baring and Earl (jraii-

Lord Dull'erin that the l^ritisli Grovern- ville demurred to involving any British

ment had advised that of the Khedive officer in what seemed to be a dan-

" no longer to occupy with their forces gerous enterprise ; but eventually, Major

territory the retention of which had Hunter was sent, at the instance of the

caused a constant drain of money and Government of India, to negotiate with

men, and which Egypt had neither the the chiefs and see to the security of the

financial nor the physical power to ports on the Somali coast, that portion

hold." He further intimated that of the continent of Africa which ex-

the British Government desired to tends between the Gulf of Aden on the

propose to the Sultan " that he should north and the Indian Ocean on the

resume direct jurisdiction over the south, or from Guardafui to the Rio-

ports on the Egyptian coast of the dos-Fuegos, inhabited by a people

Bed Sea (including Suakim), and whom Bruce and others have repre-

should occupy them with his troops." sented as too savage to have any con-

Harar it was proposed to hand over nection with,

to some member of the family of the The Turkisli Government, whose

most powerful local chief, while Zeila only reply to the suggestion concern-

and Berbera were to be seen to by the ing the ports of the Red Sea was that

garrison of Aden. About the same it required, with that slow and obstruc-

time (May, 1884) the Egyptian Govern- tive people, consideration, was informed

ment were informed that a party of through Lord Dufferin on the 29th of

Frenchmen from Obok (or Oboe) had May that, as Berbera, Tajurrah, and

visited Tajurrah and announced their Zeila were to be evacuated by the

intention of hoisting the French flag troops of the Khedive, the Porte had

there. This place is a town of wooden better occu^jy the last tw^o ; but, as

huts with tw^o mosques, on the Adal lii-'' Majesty had no rights over the

coast of Eastern Africa, in a baj^ in Somali coast from Zeila to Cape Ha-

Avhich are the islands of Mosha and foon, that territory, including Berbera,

Muskah, which were acquired by our would be disposed of by the Govern-

•Government from the Sultan of Tajurrah ment of Great Britain.
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On being pressed for a reply about advice they gave "was wise and good,"

two months later, the Grand Vizier had no intention of reopening the ques-

told Lord Dufferin that it was ne- tion.

cessary to await the decision of the Nubar Pasha consequently intimated

Council of Ministers. Later still, Mu- to the Egyptian Governor of Harar

surus Pasha in London endeavoured to that he was to withdraw his garrison

convince Earl Granville that the Porte under the superintendence of Major

had distinct claims to Berbera, which, Hunter, who was to oversee the

however, the Foreign Secretary refused evacuation and maintain order at

to acknowledge. So in this quarter Zeila with British troops,

matters became pressing, and on the Notwithstanding this determination,

1st of August Major Hunter, who had we find Earl Granville on the 2nd of

come to terms with the chiefs of September urging the Sultan, through

Harar, a town in the Somali territory, Musurus Pasha in London, to send

160 miles eastward of Ankobar, in Turkish troops to the Gulf of Aden.

Abyssinia, and on the route from that To this Assym Pasha responded b}"

place to Berbera, warned the Govern- asserting the rights of the Sultan

ment that, as disturbances between over Berbera, and intimating that a

certain tribes were imminent, the telegram had been sent to the Khedive

safety of the Egyptian garrisons in Tewfik, instructing him to protect Im-

the interior w^ould be imperilled unless perial interests in that quarter against

that of Zeila was strengthened by a the aggression of Great Britain or any

British force. other foreign power.

Earl Dufferin was therefore in- While this grotesque controversy

structed to inform the Sultan that, was in progress with the Porte, and

unless the Turks occupied Zeila, the while Major Hunter was preparing to

British would have to do so. But his occupy Zeila and the Somali coast with

Lordship replied, somewhat sadly, a the aid of troops from Bombay, Sir

fortnight later, that " from day to Evelyn Baring telegraphed on the 30th

day the Minister for Foreign Affairs September that the French flag had

had promised me an immediate reply, been hoisted on Eas Ali and Angar,

each day preferring some new excuse thus practically disposing of Tajurrah !

for delay." A few days subsequently Earl Gran-

Nubar Pasha at the same time was ville informed the Turkish Ambassador

raising objections, and finally proposed that, as the claims of the Porte to Ber-

that the issue might be delayed till bera were founded on an uncompleted

the arrival of Lord Northbrook. To and unfulfilled convention, the British

this Earl Granville replied that the Government could not admit their va-

latter had nothing to do with the sub- lidity. To the Gulf of Aden little

ject in hand, and that the British further interest was attached, though

Government, being convinced that the British troops were despatched in due
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course to Zeila aud Jjerbora. IJiiti^li

rights were asserted at !^^osha, an

island in the sea of ]^ab-el-Man(h'b,

at the mouth of the Anazo in Al>vs-

sinia, and at Ivat Ishnid, in tlie same

sea, ten mik^s north of Zeihi.

The l)anakils, in iVtober, having-

compelled the Egy]>tian garrison of

subsi'i|Urnl to tiie relnujuislnnent here-

after, should the Porte accept the pro-

])osals of Her Majesty's Government

for the re-establishment at that ])ort ot

the authority of the Sultan."'

The centre of interest now changed

to the north of 13ab-el-Mandeb, the strait

leadin<r from the Indian Ocean into the

MARCH OF TURKISH TKOOPS ACROSS THE DESERT OF ARABIA.

Tajurrah to retire, the French forth-

with annexed it, together with the

adjacent coast. Arrangements having

been completed for the supervision of

the Somali countr}-, the coast line from

Zeila to Has Hafoon (on the east) was,

on the 6th of February, 1885, handed

over to the care of Her Majesty's

Indian Government, and Earl Gran-

ville added " that the control of the

Indian authorities might, for con-

venience, be extended to Zeila also,

Red Sea ; and it is in a despatch to Sir

Evelyn Baring, dated 8th of October,

that we first get an intimation that the

Italians had their eyes on Egypt. Earl

Granville says in that document :

—

" Her Majesty's Government are of

opinion that, in view of the intended

withdrawal of Egyptian rule from the

Eastern Soudan and the African coast

of the Eed Sea, considerable benefit

may accrue to the tribes in the vicinity

of Assab Bay through an extension of
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the civilising influence of Italy in those London. The abandonment of tlie

parts ; and I have therefore to instruct Soudan by Egypt, the reluctance of

and direct Major Hunter to be careful Great Britain to extend the sphere of

to avoid, in his dealings with the local her operations, and the persistent re-

sheikhs, anything which would have a fusal of Turkey to replace the Egyptian

JIDDAH.

tendency to throw difficulties in the

way of an extension of Italian authority

inland from Assab."

The latter is a town on a bay of the

same name on the Danakil coast of the

Red Sea. Three weeks later, Signor

Mancini explained his views on this

matter to the Italian Ambassador in

garrisons, excited alarm in his mind,

about the little colony, already limited

on its southern side by the French

settlement of Obok, should any other

powTr intervene between Assab and

Massowah.
" Considering, moreover," wrote Signor

Mancini, " the position of Britain in
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the Jlod Sea, it seems to ns that an

oeeupatit>n by a powiT other than Italy

wouhl not be consistent with Ihitish

interests ; and, il" \vt' hav(> not mis-

understood the constant and iVitMidly

confidence which has l)een shown to us

by the Queen's Government Irom the

commencemcDt of the Egyptian dilli-

culties, we must assume tluit Great

Britain wouhl look without jealousy

upon a moderate extension of our colony

of Assab, and woukl prefer that, on the

aforesaid coast, the authority of Italy,

for whom friendl}' rehitions with Britain

are a constant political tradition, might

be established in whatever form it

would be found convenient."

The despatch suggested the occupa-

tion of Beilul and some adjacent ter-

ritory, and asked for the opinion of the

British Cabinet. Lord Granville re-

2^1 ied that, on consultmg his colleagues,

the British Government felt no jealousj^

of the extension of Italian influence

over that part of the Bed Sea coast

mentioned in the despatch of Signor

Mancini, and w^ould, on the contrary,

be prepared to welcome it. "At the

same time," Lord Granville added, "Her
Majesty's Government could not un-

dertake to give away that which did

not belong to them ; and I w^oukl

suggest the desirability of coming to

an arrangement with the Porte on the

matter."

Lord Gran\'iUe was now pressed by
the Italian Government for the views

of that of Britain as to the ultimate

disposal of the entire coasts of the Bed
Sea, and particularly whether it would

permit any foreign power to make an

establishment thereon. ( )n tlie :20nd of

1 )ecember Count Xigia liml a conversa-

tion witli Lord ( ii"an\ille on (his matfei-.

but the lalter declined to eommit liim-

self bevond the apparent facts that the

ports would be evacuated by lOgN'pt ;

and added that if Italy had an\' in-

tention to occu])V them it was a matter

for arrangement with tlu^ Sultan, re-

marking that the British Government

had no objection to Ital}*^ adding Mas-

sowah to her previous programme.

A rumour having got abroad that

the Italian arni}^ was to assist the

British in the Soudan war, Musurus

Pasha, the Turkish Ambassador, went

to the Foreign Office on the 31st of De-

cember to interrogate Lord Granville as

to the intentions of the King of Ital}^,

when Lord Granville replied that the

idea of military co-operation was new
to him. He admitted that there had

been jjo/frj)arle?'S about the ports, but

reminded the Ambassador that the

British Government had done their

best to induce the Porte to resume his

ancient authoritv over them.

But the latter was now thoroughly

alarmed by the proceedings of the

Italians, and feared an extension of

their activity on the Red Sea coast

;

and, on the 10th of January, Lord

Granville was able to inform Musurus

Pasha that he had received from the

Italian Ambassador "the most positive

assurances that there w^as no foundation

for the rumour of Italian designs on

Tripoli."

Considering the procrastination of

the Porte in its dealin2"S wdth this and

almost ever}^ other cjuestion, it is, in a
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sense, amusing to observe the state of

iinxiety and alarm into which the

Sultan's advisers are thrown when

delav and neo-lect at leno^th threaten

to produce their natural results.

Fifteen days afterwards the Khedive

telegraphed to the Sultan that an

Italian Expedition was on its way

down the Eed Sea, and that, in the

event of its landing on the shores of

Egypt, he could neither give assistance

to the Governor of Massowah nor up-

hold his authority to the south ; and, a

few days later, M. Waddington came

to the Foreign Office to endeavour to

learn something respecting the designs

of Italy and the occupation of Mas-

sowah. Lord Granville disputed the

rliyht of the French Ambassador to

question him on the subject, more espe-

cially as France had herself seized a

portion of the Soudan coast, without

warning any one, and without per-

mission accorded. He assured M.
Waddington, however, that there was

no alliance between Britain and Italy,

though the conciliatory manner of the

latter had greatly increased an emotion

•of friendship between the two Powers.

But, in the meantime, the alarm of the

Sultan became more patent.

The Khedive was instructed to pro-

test formally against the landing of

the Italians at Massowah, or anywhere

else upon the coast of Egypt ; and

Musurus Pasha was desired to inform

Lord Granville that the Sultan was
" profoundly surprised " at a declaration

made by Signor Mancini that Italy

liad a secret agreement with Britain

respecting the occupation of Massowah

and Beilul by the former. The assist-

ance of the British Government was

also asked to prevent the Italians from

carrying out their enterjmse.

Lord Granville assured Musurus

Pasha that the report of Signor Man-
cini's speech was quite incorrect, and,

after adding that Britain regretted that

Turkey had not taken her advice on a

previous occasion, disclaimed all re-

sponsibility for the action of Italy.

On the 5th of February Assym Pasha

thereupon telegraphed as follows :

—

" By this action (alluding to the

occupation of Beilul) Italy has at-

tacked the sovereign rights of the

Empire, which rights she has declared

to us, both through her ambassador at

Constantinople, andthrough our Charge

d'Affaires at Pome, that she desired to

respect. We have therefore thought

it our duty to protest at Rome against

this inexplicable action, and to re-

new the demand to Italy to withdraw

her troops. This action being also

in violation of international law, the

Ottoman Government further ap-

pealed to the other Powers, and has

again recourse through you to the

Government to which you are ac-

credited." . .

This protest, however, from such a

source, could not be expected to carry

weight. Remonstrance from France

—

if such were really seriously offered

—

was admirably met by Lord Granville's

retort to M. Waddington about French

annexation on the Soudan coast, alluded

to above. If the Porte were not strong-

enough to hold its own, there was no

special call upon us to assist it.
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CHAPTER XI.

GENERAL CRAHAM S LAST DESPATCH.

The Sers-ices of General Greaves—The Volunteer Engineers, &c.—The Chaplains—New Military Arrangements

—

Refugees from Khai-toum—A Capture at Adig—Suez Canal Commission—Whalers on the Nile—Dongolese

Fugitives—The Madhi's Piisoners—The Suakim Railway at Wooh\-ich.

Cteneral Sir Gerald Graham, then at

Alexandria, in his final despatch, dated

the 30th of May, refers thus to his suc-

cessor at Suakim, and the services of our

Engineer Volunteers at that place :

—

" lu bringing to special notice tlie admii-able con-

duct of the troops I had the honour to command, I

T,vish to record my sense of the loyalty and devotion

sho'wn by the staff and regimental officers, who
never spared themselves, and set the troops a bright

example of courage and endurance. The depart-

mental officers also worked witli the utmost zeal and

intelligence. I wish esijecially to expi-ess my higli

appreciation of the services rendered to the force

by Major-General Sir G. Greaves as Chief of the

Staff. That officer combines rare qualities, being a

thorough soldier in the field and very hardworking

in office. Having a perfect knowledge of every

detail of duty, and being himself full of zeal and

energy, Sir G. Greaves was invaluable in assisting

me to organise the force, and in carrying on the

arduous work of Chief of the Staff during the

campaign ....
" The work done by the Royal Engineers was of

a very extensive and varied character. In the con-
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struction of zeribas, and iu forming defensive posts

at Suakim, Haslieeu, Handoulj, Otao, and Tamboixk,

in the clearance of dense bnsh, and in the formation

of ground for tlie railway, in the development of

the water supply, and in generally svipjjlying the

unmerous engineering requirements of an army in

the field, the energies of officers and men were

heavily taxed, and I cannot speak too highly of the

paign. Of these, thii'ty came from Ncwcastle-ou-

Tyne and Durham, and the remainder from the 1st

Lancashire Engineer Volunteers. These men were

all of trades suitable for railway work, and their

services would have been of great value had the

campaign lasted longer. As it was, the volunteers

worked well with their comrades, and the officer

commanding the company reports most satisfactorily

TERKACE-CISTERNS, ADEN".

way in which all this work was performed. The

officers on all occasions proved tlicir readiness and

resource, while the men worked cheerfully under the

most trying circumstances. The Telegraph Service

was admirably carried on, and proved of the utmost

use to the force. During the action of the 22ud of

March communication was maintained by telegraph

with the zeriba. The railway owes much to the

Royal Engineer officers employed in connection

with it ; while the 10th Company maintained the

narrow-gauge line and took charge of the water

supply at the base. This company, which landed

on the 7th of April, had thirty-nine men from

Volunteer Eng-ineers who had enlisted for the cam-

on the admiral)le spirit and discipline shown by

them. It is interesting to note this fact, as it may

be considered the first experiment in associating the

Volunteer force with a combatant branch of the

Regular Army on active service. The balloon de-

tachment under Major Templar, 7th Battalion

King's Eoyal Rifles, was attached to the Royal

Engineers, and proved useful in reconnaissances

on several occasions. On March 25, a balloon

accompanied the convoy to the zeriba, and pro-

bably (its appearance) frightened the natives, as

no attack was made. Unfortunately the preva-

lent high winds made it impossible to employ the

balloon."

116



164 c.i.'^sKLi.'s nrsT(ih'Y OF Tin: iiM/; /.v rifK sorn.ix.

Sir GeniUl ( Jraliain oiuitti'd to im-ii-

tiou the iisi'lul si'i'vici's ol' the vdIuii-

teer ti'le^raphists from Ediuburgli,

Liverpool, and I'lsewlicnv

After rofcrriuLT to the SiLrualliuLT

I)e})artMU'iit. which was woi'kcd well

by Major 10. 'W IJrowoll, li.A., Cap-

tain Khodes, JJorkshire Regiment,

Lientenant Lloyd and Colour-Serireant

Sibbald, both of the Grenadier Guards,

and Corporals Graham, oth Lancers,

and Taylor, of the Berkshire Regi-

ment, the General adds :

—

"The cliapliiius attaelicd to the field force,

wbetlier Cliurcli of Eiip;lauil, Roman Catholic,

Presbyterian, or Wesleyau, were zealous and active

in their duties ; and I desire to ackiiowledjj^e the

services of the Rev. W. H. Bnllock and of the

Rev. R. Collins, Roman Catholic Cliaplain, who
displayed great coolness and presence of mind at

the fight of the zeriba on March i^nd."

The army postal duties were carried

out under ]\Iajor G. C. Sturgeon, of

the .•24tli or General Post Office Eifle

Volunteers.

About the end of this despatch,

which we cannot give at full length,

the General says :

—

''I have to acknowledge my obligations to Colonel

Chermside (local rank), the Governor-General of

the Red Sea Littoral, for ser^-icc rendered by him

to the Expedition. Colonel Chermside was appointed

Egyptian Military Commissioner, and was always

anxious to give me every information and assistance

in his power. Mr. A. B. Brewster, Director of

Customs at Suakim, acted as chief interpreter and

Secretary to the Intelligence Depai'tmeut, and his

services have been of much value to it."

On the 30th of May some of the

military arrangements were finally

made. The 1st Battalion of the

South Staffordshire Regiment and the

1st Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regi-

men! wcir to be stationed at Assouan
;

till' 1st Uattiilion of the CaiiuTou 11 igh-

laudcrs at Korosko ; the 1st liattalion

<>r ilu' West Kent Regiment at Wady
Haifa; the ~nd Battalion of the Ls.sc.v

Regiment, the 1st Hallalion v{ the

Black Watch, and the Ond Battalion

of the Duke of Cornwall 's Li<rht Tn-

fantry at Cairo; while the 1st Batta-

lion of the Gordon Highlanders was

bound for the jMediterranean, and the

1st Battalion of the Royal Irisli

Fusiliers, with the 1st Royal Sussex,

were to return home.

On May the 31st Sir Redvers Buller

telegraphed to Cairo that the Black

Watch had reached Dongola, " all

ranks looking well and healthy." Re-

fugees were still flying in hundreds

from Dongola ; and on the same day a

council of ^Ministers at Constantinople

was again discussing futilely another

note of Lord Granville's proposing the

Turkish occupation of Suakim and

other ports of the Red Sea Littoral.

A Greek refugee arrived at Dongola

on the 31st of May from Khartoum.

The poor fellow was in a pitiable con-

dition, having been thirty days on the

road, and in hourly terror of being cap-

tured, and but too probably tortured.

He says that at the time he left there

were in the city twenty-two nuns,

priests, and Greeks. They were un-

molested, but had lost everything and

were poorly fed. At the capture of the

city no less than thirty-four Greeks

suffered death. The survdvors, who

numbered eight, embraced Mohammed-
anism to escape a similar fate. The

number of the Mahdi's adherents was
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but few, the terrible fear which had

been inspired by the brilliant successes

of the British forces being paramount.

A native spy also made his way in

on May 31. He stated that up to

eight days before no news had reached

Khartoum of the withdrawal of our

forces.

On the ist of June it was reported at

Suakim distinctly that several of the

once friendly tribes, in rejoining Os-

man Digna, stated that they now saw in

him a true and not a false prophet, his

words having been strictly fulfilled

;

that the large promises of the British

were untrue, and had left them nothing

but the fierce enmity of the Mahdi,

whose emissaries were entering Suakim

daily, where the number of sick was

still on the increase, and also among

the Italian garrison at Massowah.

The Mahdi was stated to have sent

ten pieces of cannon to Osman Digna,

who expected soon after a large supply

of arms and ammunition.

On the 1st of June an Egyptian

vessel with tribal or native police on

board surprised a j^^^i'tj of Osman's

people at a place named Adig, slew

twenty of them, and captured a num-

ber of prisoners, with 150 camels and

1,000 cattle, and came safely into

Suakim Harbour the same evening.

At the same time the Arabs elsewhere

made a most threatening demonstra-

tion with the object of severely wreck-

ing the railway, but the guns were

sent to the front, and a few cannon

shot dispersed them.

In the beginning of June the

Ministry of Public Works decided, for

sanitary reasons, not to open the Ivha-

leig Canal, which traverses Cairo in a

perfectly straight line from one end to

the other, and is said to have been pro-

jected by Amroo to connect the Nile

with the Red Sea. On the other

hand, numerous petitions were pre-

sented to the Khedive, signed by the

Cadi and other religious chiefs, pro-

testing- acjainst the violation of sacred

customs. " We stand here where it

starts," says Ebers ;
" this is old Cairo,

the humble author of a magnificent

daughter, the Fostat of the Arabs in

the first century of Islam."

At this time (in June) a statement

appeared in the Paris papers to the

effect that, on his return to London,

M. Waddington had an interview

with Lord Granville, for the purpose

of laying before him important pro-

posals made by the French Govern-

ment with reference to the Egyptian

and Soudanese questions. But this

statement was not founded on fact

M. Waddington, it would seem, had

spoken to the Foreign Secretary about

the Suez Canal Commission, then sit-

ting in Paris, and which, he said, had

come to a deadlock.

The British and French Commis-

sioners each took up their stand upon

different texts, and this seemed likely

to go on indefinitely. M. Waddington

therefore intimated to Lord Granville

that the French Government would

not insist on the adoption of their text,

if the British Commissioners were

prepared to form another providing

guarantees which France and the

other Powers regarded as essential.
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" I gathered, in the course of conver-

sation," wrote the Paris correspondent

of the Standard, " that there is none of

that tension at present existing between

the two Governments that was observ-

able some time ago, and there is ab-

solutely no warrant for the hostile

The Nile was then very low—natives

said, lower than it had ever been seen

before—thus causing much shoal-water,

and increasing the troubles of the

voyage. Abu Fatmeh had proved a

very fortunate station, as its ample

gardens supplied the large hospital

CAMEL MARKET.

attitude towards Great Britain attri-

buted to the French Cabinet by several

organs of the London Press."

On Tuesday, the .2nd of June, the

Black Watch, in a squadron of whale-

boats, passed down the Nile by Abu
Fatmeh ; and, by the arrangements in

progress, it was proposed that the whole

of the troops in that quarter should be

conveyed down the stream by the :2:3rd,

when Colonel Grant and other staff

officers were to leave, General Bracken-

bury accompanying the rear-guard.

with fresh fruit and vegetables, and

also the sick convoys.

" The whalers still continue to take

the sicktoAkadeh (El Akasha?)," wrote

a correspondent; "capital rest camps

have been built en route to the head of

the railway, which can be reached by a

fortnio'ht's march. The heat to-day
t->

(2nd of June) is 118 degrees. The

natives are 2:)assing north ; all that are

able to do so are leaving the neigh-

bourhood."

On the following day Korti was
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occupird by :i body of tlie Maluli's

troo})s, who annoiinot.'cl tlu'ir intontion

of inarcliiiiijf on I)onLr<da as soon as tlic

lJ^iti^ll t|uittiHl it. Tlio Maluli an-

nonnood his intention of annexing it.

A ne\vs])a])ei'. calked tho /h/t^o/a iW/r-v.

was puhlishi'd in onr camp tliore, and

circnhitod amonij^ tho sohliors. The

ivsult of tho Derby was anionLC tlie hist

home news reported in it. As soon as

the hist of our troo})s withdrew, the

chiefs of Ambigol, witli their followers,

llocked to the standard of the Mahdi.

At this time, Major Eiindle brought

to Cairo several Korosko chiefs, for

wliom quarters were found at Boulak,

and with whom, and the tribes they

represented, it was proposed to treat

for the defence of the Nile approaches

to Wady Haifa.

On Sunday, June 7th, the J^lack

Watch, w4th other troops following,

left Abri, and, though pulling their

wdiale-boats most of the way, were not

much inconvenienced by the intense

heat upon the water.

On the Stli of June Sir Charles

Wilson reached Cairo on his way to

London. He announced his conviction

that the ^lahdi meant to advance

slowdy upon Egypt, and that the in-

vasion had a fair chance of success.

He entirely repudiated the idea that,

b}' an}' possible means, he could have

reached Khartoum in time to prevent

its capture, or to save Grordon.

Had he been able to go thither direct,

he asserted that the earliest possible

moment at which he could have reached

that place would have been the after-

noon of the 26th, but it was at the

dawn of that day that the town was

l^'trax t'd and the eneni}' admitted ; and

"that if thi'ic were an}' really pre-

ventil)le dehiv in the last stages of th{>

drama, it mnst be looked for in the

twelve days lost at Gakdul."

On the same day, the s(li of .lunc, a

number of fugitive (jrreeks arrived in

Cairo, with the startling story, revived

from time time, that General Gordon

was still alive, and tlint they had

actually seen him in the town of

Berber !

On the preceding evening Suakim

was again attacked by the enemy,

whom the guns on the AVater Eorts

drove off ; but a spy came in with

tidings that a scarcity of food prevailed

among the rebels, and that they were

being decimated by the smallpox,

wdiicli had spread among them as far

as Kassala and Berber—a combination

of evils wdiich caused desertion among

the followers of Osman Digna and the

Mahdi ; but did not prevent those of

the former from harassing our Suakim

garrison by nightly attacks, which ex-

asperated the guards and outpickets.

The final act in the abandonment of

the Soudan was said to be consum-

mated wdien Sir Bed vers Buller and

his staff quitted Dongola on the 18th

of June, after first searching every

house to see that no one was left

behind. The town w^as then absolutely

empty, waiting to be re-peopled by the

men of the Mahdi.
" I had a conversation with Nubar

Pasha this afternoon," said the corres-

pondent of the Standard at Cairo.

" He appeared to have some hope
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of more energetic action on the part

of Great Britain, adding, however,

that, with six months more of the

present paralysis Egypt would be dead.

With reference to Lord Wolseley's des-

patches on the abandonment of the

Soudan, and especially of Dongola,

Nubar Pasha remarked to me :

—
' He

sa3's in these pages what I said in three

lines in my last message to Earl Gran-

ville, through Sir Evelyn Baring—

a

message which was not among those

selected for publication, and which was

as follow^s :

—

"'For tlie last time, before it is too late, I pray

yoii to recousider your decision to abandon Dongola.

It will be an irrecoAcrable blow to Esrjptiau and

English reputation, and is certain to bring fatal

consequences.'
"

A squadron of four French ironclads

now came to anchor off Alexandria, and

their presence on the one hand, with

our departure on the other, persuaded

the Egyptian public that this un-

expected visit was in some way con-

nected with the secret current of

political events.

That the abandonment of Dongola

was having a fatal effect on the terrified

people of that province w^as evinced

by the fact that, before the day on

which Sir Eedvers Buller left, twelve

thousand eleven hundred refugees,

including soldiers from Berber and

Khartoum, had quitted it to seek

shelter in Low^er Egypt within the

space of six weeks.

" What provision have our Govern-

ment made for the unfortunate people

who are now trooping out of the

Soudan by the thousand ? " asked the

Globe, at this crisis. " Britain can-

not shake off, without incurring in-

finite dishonour, this responsibility.

But for her, the Dongolese and others

who have just sought refuge in Egypt

proper might have remained in their

own towns. The Malidi w^ould not

have touched them had they not given

help to the infidel. They did so, too,

partly under compulsion. Originally the

greater part of the tribes were as much
inclined to welcome the false prophet

as a true one, and the Mudir of Don-

gola was often put to sore straits to

hold his own until our troops arrived.

When these last began to pour in, the

local tribes hastened to profess friend-

ship and loyalty, not doubting that

the English came to annex as well as

conquer. From that time they gave

us most valuable help in many ways
;

indeed, but for them the Expedition

must have been starved long ago. Ke-

cognising their good services and the

utter shamefulness of leaving them to

be massacred, the Government ac-

companied their decree of abandoning

the Soudan by an offer to assist the

migration to Egypt of an^' Dongolese

who might prefer flight to certain

death. ... So far our promise is fairh^

redeemed. But to merely transport

these poor wretches to Egypt, there to

die of starvation, would be a curious

sort of kindness. That fate will in-

evitably overtake them, nevertheless,

if their maintenance is left to the

Egyptian officials. The Khedive wdll

give orders, no doubt, that their wants

shall be attended to at the public ex-

pense ; but his treasury is nearly
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('in|»t \ , and wrrc it lull

till' ULitivo ollicials would

certainly })ockct the

i^rcater part of any sums

disbursed for tlio relief

ol' the Soudanese re-

fugees. The only ques-

tion is, therefore, whether

England will see to it

that they do not perish

for lack of food. She

ha:5 rescued them from

the Mahdi; but that

will be only a poor per-

formance of her duty

unless she follows it up

by rescuing them from

starvation."

But we never heard

publicly whether Great

Britain moved in the

nuitter.

The unusual influx of

starving fugitives, with

the fear of further even-

tualities, caused then the

greatest uneasiness in

Egypt ; and still at this

date we read of a new

expedition in prospect,

for the printed orders

we have quoted record

that " Lord Wolseley and

a party of officers made

a successful trial trip

yesterday in one of the

new stern-wheel steamers

which have recently ar-

rived at Cairo from Eng-

land for the use of the

Nile Expedition."
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On the 15tli of June a letter from

the Mahdi, which was believed to be

genuine, had been received at Dongola,

before General Buller left the town,

bearing the signatures of many
Christians, among others those of

Slaten Bey (who was said to have been

put to death at Khartoum) and Lupton

Copts, Greeks, and Sja'ians, who
avowed themselves as beinc: no loncrer

Christians. At the time this letter ar-

rived, there came to Dongola the brother

of Khasm-el-Moos, of the Shagiyeh

tribe, who had made his escape from

Khartoum, and he reported that the

Christian prisoners were treated well.

WAHAKY AKABS SCOUUING THE DESEKT.

Bey. Those who signed stated that

they were perfectly happy, and wished

to remain with the Mahdi. This letter

came as a reply to one proposing to

exchange the Mahdi's Christian

prisoners for his relatives in our

possession. He stated that these

relatives had no claim upon him, and

he viewed them now as enemies. The

letter finally exhorted the British to

embrace Islamism. It was dated from

the camp at Omdurman, and was

signed by ninety-five persons, mostly

117

Other accounts were different. The

Vaterland, of Vienna, about the same

date, published a letter from Cairo,

sent by Father Egyer, announcing that

the Vicar Apostolic, Monsignor Francis

Sogaro, had left that city for Rome on

the 5th of June, after an absence of

more than two years, chiefly spent in

Khartoum. This letter stated that the

fate of the missionaries captured by

the Mahdi was then still uncertain.

The lost men described their situation

" as most painful," adding that all
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attempts to |>i'(U'urr tlicir release or

seiul tluMu ini>n('\- \vtM\> vain.

Throuu'li the AiistrianC'oiiMil-l ieneral

at Cairo, Monsiirnor Soiraro ohtaineil

leave from the Kmporor Francis Joseph

to intereeJe with the ^Nlahdi in his

^Majesty's name, and Zehehr Ivaniah

Paslia promised to forward a letter on

the Emperor's behalf, but was })revented

from doinj^: so by the Egyptian autho-

rities. Monsii^fnor Soo-aro then sent

Father Viucentini, with letters of recom-

mendation given by Lord Wolseley.

Startiui]: from Dongohi on the Ivth of

October, 1SS4, the Father reached the

town on the KJth of November, and,

after long and prudent negotiations, he

confided a letter to an Arab named Abd-

el-I)jabher, who left for Omdurman on

the 13th of December and returned on

the 26th of February, 1SS5, with a piece

of linen, on which one of the prisoners

had traced in pencil a few words stating

that he was in the utmost distress.

Two messengers since then had been

sent with remittances to the prisoners,

one to El Obeid, and the other to

Omdurman ; but up to the date of the

letter in the Vaterland neither of them

had been heard of. It concluded by

statingf that the Roman Catholic mis-

sionaries in Cairo were educating a

number of negroes and negresses who
had been brought from Khartoum.

Several of these had been baptised, pre-

pared for confirmation, and intended

for missionar}^ work in the Soudan.

On the 12th of October, 1885, the

papers stated that Father Bonomi,

Bishop of Sogaro, lately a prisoner with

the Mahdi, had safely reached Vienna.

On the 1.0th ..f -Iiiue, the Sheikh

Morghani and the ollicei's of the

Khedive's garrison al (lallaiiai ai-rivt'd

at Suakini en roif/c for Cairo, hi-inging

with ihein two staudai'ds eap(ure(l in

their last sortie from the low n.

On the same day II. M.S. Ft(Icon (a

screw composite gun vessel), Com-
mander J. Vj. I'ringle, arrived to

stnMigthen the naval force at Suakiin,

which was not attacked, as had been

predicted, on the first day of the Feast

of Bamadan, though some of the enemy

were seen movinij^ towards Tamai.

General Greaves had now left the

garrison for England, via Alexandria,

the next senior olhcer taking over the

command.

To turn to useful account a great por-

tion of the surphis plant of the Suakim

railway, new lines were extensively

laid down with it in a more peaceful

quarter, namely, on the Experimental

Bange and General Practice Bange in

the Government marshes adjoining the

Boyal Arsenal at Woolwich, and some

400 men were set to work on them.

One of tnese lines extended across the

marshes for two miles, to the second

powder magazine and the gun-cotton

masazines.

A field of 18 acres was made over to

the Boyal Engineers for the storage

of the Soudan railway plant, and June

saw the engines and trains, marked
" Suakim—Berber,'' at work, and form-

ing an aggregate of some two miles in

length.

Some of the carriages were literally

travelling houses, built solidly of wood,

so thick as to be bullet-proof.
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CHAPTER XII.

HOME-COMING OF THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT.

Operations at Suakim—Admiral Hay's Despatch—Eiot at Suez—The
Alexandria—Arrival of the Australians at Sydney—-Address of

Barino-—Letter from the Mahdi—Eamad^n.

Dongola Fugitives—The Khedive at

Lox-d xVugustus Loftus— Sir Evelyn

In reference to the operations at

Suakim, the foUovving despatch was

received at the Admiralty from Admiral

the Rig-ht Hon. Lord John Hay,

K.C.B., Commander-in-Chief on the

Mediterranean Station :

—

'• Alexandria, at Malta, Jime Stli, 1S85.

" Sir,—Be pleased to lay before the Lards

Commissioners of the Admiralty the enclosed

Report, dated May 20th, by Commodore Molyueux,

C.B., on the services rendered by the Red Sea

Division of the Mediterranean Squadron in the

course of the operations which have extended over a

year in a climate, and generally under circumstances,

of a somewhat trying character.

"The fact stated by the Commodore that the

immense number of vessels, some of great length,

were piloted without a single accident to vessels or

piers, in a channel so narrow and with such sharp

turns, is as creditable as the result is astonishing,

considering the difficulties to be contended with.

" I refrain from referring in cletail to the services

of the officers and men, to whom full justice is done

in the Commodore's report, further than to add my
testimony to the admirable manner in which the

service has been carried on, and which lias—without

exception—given me entire satisfaction. It is per-

haps unnecessary to state how fully sensible I am of

the admirable manner in which Commodore Molyueux

has performed the duties of senior officer in the

Red Sea. He has displayed tact, intelligence, and

judgment, in dealing with an infinite variety of

circumstances, and always with credit to himself,

and with advantage to the public service.

" John Hay, Admiral.''

The report from Commodore R. H. M.
Molyneux, C.B., of H.M.S. SpMniv,

dated at Suakim, 20th Maj^ says :

—

"In a narrow and intricate harbour like this,

much depended on the manner in which the large

transports were jjiloted and handled. This service

was performed with cons2>icuous ability l)y Lieu-

tenant Thomas MacGill (H.M.S. Sphinx), the

Harbour Master, ably seconded by Lieutenant

William B. Fawckner, also of the S^ihinx, who acted

by my order as Assistant Harbour Master, and

Lieutenant William Scullard of the Garysfort also

assisted occasionally when necessary.

" The entry and departure of large transports

was, for a few weeks, almost incessant, and included

vessels up to 4.50 feet in length ; that those were

taken in and out, berthed alongside the piers, or

secured elsewhere by these officers, without a single

accident to either ship or pier, is a suSBcient evidence

of the nerve and judgment displayed, and I strongly

resommeud Lieutenant Thomas MacGill to yoiir

Lordship's very favourable consideration.

" The arrangements made by the Admiralty for

the supply of water to the troops were on so liberal

a scale, that, after the arrival of the condensing and

tank vessels, there was never any possibility of a

failure. Nevertheless, the serrice required constant

and close supervision to ensure efficiency, and to

maintain the purity of the water, and this was well

j)erformed by Lieutenant William M. Maturin and

Mr. Francis Ford, Chief Engineer, working under

the principal Transport Officer. The arrangements

for the water supply previous to the arrival of the

British condensing ships have been already fully

I'eported to your Lordship.

" The work of the Naval Transport Department

was exceptionally heavy, as, in addition to the

ordinary requirements of a force of 12,000 men in

the field, the nature of the country required a very

large number of camels and other transport animals,

with their drivers, forage, &c., while the simul-

taneous construction of the railway added enor-

mously to the tonnage and people to be lauded and

provided for."

Most people were now under the

impression that by the evacuation of

camps.Dongola and the Nile camps, Grreat

Britain would be enabled to withdraw

large bodies of her troops from Lower
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Eu'vpt gvnorally ; but this inipivssion

wa^ entirely wroiiir. Two battalions of

infantry only were to Icaye the country,

wliile the force liaJ been lati'ly aui^--

nicntcJ by one cayalry reijinient.

Early in June the Khedive, in rc-

COfrnition oC their services witli the

On the nii;ht in (|uestion ;i IJreek,

well armed, entered a drinkiuL!^ den in

a viMV low (piartt'r of Suez, the land-

lord of which was a lielirian. The
(Jreek, who was in a (juarrelsome

mood and bent on inischier, struck a

table Willi his cndijel and demanded

THE HAKPER OF SHEIKH MAHOMMED ALI, OF THE " FRIENDLY " AMARAS, PLAYING TO SOME GUARDSMEN.

Egyptian arm}^ conferred the rank

of BimbasJti, or Major, on all British

officers serying ^vith the force and then

holding the rank of Captain.

In the first week of June a serious

riot, requiring the interyention of our

troops, broke out at Suez, which has

among its population a mixture to be

found in all Egyptian ports—Italian

loafers, cut-throat Greeks, and the

lowest sweepings of the Levant, with

whom the average Egyptian police are

quite inadequate to cope.

that a certain pretty waitress whom tie

named, also a Hellenist, should serve

him ; but the landlord simplified mat-

ters by drawing a revolver from his

girdle and shooting the noisy customer

dead. All the Greeks in the house

no\y rushed forth, giving the alarm

and uttering cries for vengeance. So

the Belgian was fain to escape and

take refuge in a neighbouring house.

Very soon the entire Greek popula-

tion, who, as elsewhere in Egypt, form

at Suez almost the majority of the
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townspeople, and wro very " elannisli
"

—avenLrin»r on nnifisc anv iniiirv iU)ne to

a eonipatriot, ami in an indeseribably

reekless manner—were nntler arms, with

revolvers, sticks, knives, and daLT^^ers,

and, >t<>riuinu;' the luuisc w hrrr the

Bel^ii^ian was hidden, killed him and

literally hacked his body to pieces.

The police were soon on the spot,

but were useless. The Eg^'ptian

policeman, though a formidable figure

in his scarlet tarboosh, smart red and

grey uniform, with clanking sabre,

ritle, and bayonet, is without courage

and utterl}' helpless in a time of emer-

gency like this. And, apropo>^ of the

tarboosh, we may here note that it is

supplanting the turban more and more,

because it is worn by all officials and

men of mark in Stamboul, the metro-

polis of the Moslem East. The Greeks

had now drawn blood, and the}^ grew

simpl}' mad with fierce excitement,

and proceeded to loot all the adjacent

dwellings, which were chiefly kept by

Italians, and were places of the worst

repute. Yells, shrieks, and oaths

loaded the air, and the work of sack

and pillage went on, till the Greek

Consul and the Governor of Suez came

upon the scene, and by their influence

a kind of order was restored. But still

the Greeks went raving about in armed

gangs, vowing death to every Belgian

they might lay hands on.

After a time the British Consul

brought out a body of British troops,

who cleared the streets with the bayo-

net. Yet in this riot at least three

lives were lost, and many persons were

cut, slashed, or otherwise severely

wounded. Hut our troops were re-

liext'd ^^{ tlu'ir patrol work on the

arri\al of Ca{)tain Fen wick willi a

bod}- of gendarmerie by train ironi

Cairo.

" With a few stout London police-

men," wrote a correspondent, " this

serious affair never would have oc-

curred. A simple tavern fra}' could

never have assumed the grave propor-

tions of a riot, attended with destruc-

tion of propert:y and a panic among
the people. It may be as well to re-

commend that a special body of gen-

darmerie, enrolled in Europe, should be

added to the Egyptian police and dis-

tributed in towns like Port Said and

Suez, Avliere such a mixed, excitable,

and far from respectable mass of people,

form the major part of the population."

This correspondent stated that the

evacuation of Dongola and the general

retreat of our forces from the Nile was

excitin"- the liveliest alarm at Cairo

in the early days of June. Though

aware that fugitives from the former

town, Wady Haifa, and elsewhere,

would flood the lo\V"er provinces, the

authorities were satisfied to think that

the terror-stricken crowds of fugitives,

bearing with them their aged, their

children, and infirm ones, would be in

a jDosition to bring with them abundant

supplies, or sufficient to last them till

they could " get something to do.

Telling this to a high Egyptian

official," he adds, " I was met with

this very characteristic reply :

—
' This

is no business of ours ; these people

have left Dongola on their own account,

and they must just look after them-
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selves. Whether they are well sup- replace him on the throne. But Sir

plied with food or not is their affair

—

Evelyn Baring gave him ample assn-

not ours.' ranee of steady support by Britain, the

" I regret to state," he adds, " that Government of which was in every

a report is in circulation to the effect way satisfied with him.

that the English are no less callous, " Tewfik, smiUng sadly," wrote a

and this is quoted by the anti- English correspondent, "asked if the Govern-

among the natives, who are legion, ment were sure of their ownposition, and

and by those in our midst who have quoted the old proverb touching King

a sneaking kindness for the Mahdi. Stork and King Log. What with the

There is no doubt that the unhappy palace intrigues, general disaffection

countries in and adjoining the Soudan, among his subjects, that dreadful in-

which have suffered the inconvenience, definable power coming from the south,

if not the horrors, of war, are in a fair and the bullyings of rival representa-

way of being visited by the twin sisters, fives, the Khedive is far from being a

famine and pestilence. The fleeing of happy or a hopeful man."

whole ' cityfuls ' of people, and the We read that three days after this,

steady migration of whole tribes who the State reception held by the Khe-

have lost all hope in the Mahdi's dive, in celebration of the anniversary

mercy, on account of their connection of his Highness's accession, was at-

with the British, is a very serious tended by the patriarchs of the dif-

matter, and requires attending to be- ferent religious creeds, the diplomatic

fore it assumes a more alarming pro- body, the principal officials, and the

portion. It seems that poor Egypt European notabilities,

will have to feed a host of refugees. The 23rd of June witnessed the re-

after having had to pay a pretty stiff turn home—to take it chronologically

account in fighting, or, rather, whet- —of our Australian Contingent from

ting the appetite of the Mahdi." the scene of its service in the Soudan,

On the 8th of June the Khedive, and it was made the occasion of a

with his Ministers and Court, left demonstration and welcome quite Aus-

Cairo for Alexandria, where he meant tralian, inasmuch as the whole of the

to pass the summer at the Eas-el-Tin Colonies voluntarily sent representa-

Palace, by the sea. He received a tives to congratulate the troops, and to

wonderfully enthusiastic reception from express their high sense of their con-

his Alexandrian subjects, the same duct in the duties they had done,

people who in 1882, after the bom- Victoria was represented by Sir

bardment of their city, threatened to George Verdon ; South Australia by

take his life. At this time Tewfik General Owen
;
Queensland by Colonel

was much disturbed by rumours that Muir ; Tasmania by Colonel Legge
;

the ex-Khedive, Ismail, was about to and New Zealand by Colonel Haul-

return, or that Prince Halim was to tain. The Government lent great im-
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purtance to the occasion \^y ordoriiiL;-

the dav tt> ho observed as a public

holiday, and by massing in tlie metro-

polis the whole of the available forces,

numbering about 5,000 men ; while

l\ear- Admiral (Jeorge Tryon, C.B.,

(i.CM>., Admiral Tryon, Cummander-

in-C^hief of the Australian station, and

a numl)er of other ullicials, while the

people, full of enthusiasm, mustered in

their tlionsands.

The troops liaving been reviewed by

OFF ALEXANDKIA.

furnished an Imperial escort from the

British war vessels then at the station,

but the effect was marred by unfavour-

able weather.

The Jra5, with the Contingent on

board, was placed in quarantine for a

brief time at Sydney, and on the morn-

ing of the date above given the official

landing took place. Among those

present were Lord Augustus Loftus,

the Governor of New South Wales,

Lord Augustus Loftus, who was also ex-

offic'io Commander-in-Chief of the Land

Forces, thus addressed them :

—

"Soldiers,—Ou belialf of Her Majesty and the

people of this couutry, I offer you lier tlianks and

their welcome on your return to the Colony. We
rejoiced at the privilege accorded us of sending you

on the service for which you were despatched, and

our joy is the greater at receiving you back again,

after having performed tl:a^ ser\'ice to the credit of



118

A NIGHT OF THE RAMADAX.
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your country, to till" out iiv satisfin-tion oi" llic liii-

jH'rial otfifors iiiultM' whom yoii wen- iiliucd. and to

the mlvaiitiigt.' of tho Eiiipiri' tlio story of wlioso

oxphiits is iiu'xtriojihly iiitorwovou witli soiiu" of tlio

most gh)rious ])assa>ji\s of military history. Thoy

roocived you witli rosjioct ; thoy lahoiind liy your

side in your short famiiaiurn, and wouhl havo ij^ladly

and routidiMitly sliarcd witli you tho };lory of tho

rontlict. It is twenty-six years ago—on January

2Sth, 1859—that a great English statesman, a great

orator, and one of the greatest men of letters of

this ago, said at a pulilie liancjuet in London, s])oak-

iug of the Australian Colonies, these siuii)lo hut

memorable words:— ' It may happen that tho time

will arrive when the other great Powers of the whole

world will rise up against the venerahlo parent of .so

many noblo ohildron. If that periodshould everarrive,

I believe tho Colonies will not bo unmindful of tho tio

which binds them to the mother country. I believe

their vessels will come thick and fast across the

ocean to hor assistance, and that voices will bo

heard universally among them saying, in effect, that

while Australia lasts England shall not perish.'

Tour action has, as far as the syjupatliy of the

Colonies is concerned, made the late Lord Lytton's

hojx>ful words a propliecy for purposes of defence,

and has practically established an Imperial Federa-

tion."

The troops were then dismissed,

after giving three ringing cheers for

Queen Victoria.

About this time a Blue Book was

published containing correspondence

respecting the offers so patriotically

made by different colonies of local

troops for service in the Soudan. The

offers of men and artillery for the force

at Suakim came from Canada, Queens-

land, New South Wales, South Aus-

tralia, Victoria, the Fiji Isles, from

the Regent of Perak in the Straits

Settlements ; but the Australian Con-

tingent was alone accepted by Her
Majesty's Government, which, through

Lord Derby, conveyed her thanks on

the .21st of May to the New South

Wales Government for the grand

})atriotic action taken ])y the colony,

and acknt)\vledging the valuable ser-

vices of its .soldiers.

It was now understood (liat three of

our battalions—one l)i'iiig the iUack

Watch — wiiic'h left the Soudan for

Alexandria were to form a portion of

the temporary garrison there.

When news now came to Cairo that

Sir IT. Drummond Wolff was appointed

Envoy Extraordinary and British Pleni-

potentiary in Egypt, in place of Sir

Evelyn Baring, it was received by the

British colony there with .satisfaction,

as indicative of some change of policy

on the part of the Government.

It must, however, not be thought that

any blame was attached to Sir Evelyn

Baring personally for the blunders

that had been perpetrated in Egypt,

and more particularly in the Soudan,

during his tenure of office ; but it was

felt, from the moment the order was

issued for the abandonment of the

country, after the outpouring of so

much blood and treasure, " he was

committed," as a correspondent wrote,

" more or less to a Tine of policy that

was radically wrong."

In the middle of June a letter from

the Mahdi was shown at Cairo, one

merely prophetic in its tenor ; but

every document that came from the

hand of so remarkable a personage had

some interest. He would, he stated,

shortly arrive at Wady Haifa, and

after the Feast of Ramadan at Cairo.

Ramadan, to which we have had so

often to refer, is a month the most

sacred of the Mohammedan year.

Before it is ushered in, says Ebers,
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festivals of peculiar significance are ments given to Moses, he now issued

kept, as, for instance, the solemn night twelve. Among them was an edict

of the middle of the preceding month, that all foreigners were to be put to

Shaabau, in which the future fate of death unless they embraced Islamism,

mankind is weighed and meted out, and then paid taxes. When he reached

when God separates the good from the Cairo he would suppress the tribunals,

bad, while the fiiithful pra}^ and the consulates, government offices, and

tremble. " It is the month of my all newspapers, save one, which was

people," said the prophet, "the month to be edited by himself.

in which their sins are forgiven them." About the same time several new

In this month all the canonical documents of his appeared in the

books of the Moslem religion were columns of the Ackhar, two of which

revealed, the revelation to Abraham, may suffice as specimens. In a letter

the Law of Moses, the Gospel of to the Emir of Shendy he wrote thus :

—

Christ, and Koran of Mohammed. It

is during the last third of this month " Thou teUest me that the residence of the former

^
(• T-v- • " Sultans of Shendy has beeu destroyed, and that the

that the " Night of Dignity occurs, jackals and lions are living therein. Herewith

in which the seas become sweet, the thou receivest a sum of money—six hundred telluris

gates of Paradise open, and God grants -*«
'^f'^l ^J^^^ l?"^' f ''^'^^''^ the palace, for

* '- ° I thmk of mstitutmg there a Medresseh, or School

pardon to the world. of Divinity, for two hundred and fifty Talamirs,

Although Ramadan often falls, says or Divinity Students. To this iHirpose I intend to

Ebers, in the middle of the hottest devote one third of the ransom which I shall

receive for the Christian missionaries and nuns
summers, the command forbids the

^^jj^ ^^c in my hands."

tasting of any food from the rising to

the setting of the sun. " Not a mor- The other document was a proclama-

sel must mitigate the most gnawing tion to his army, which ran thus :

—

hung-er, and not a drop of water passes,,,... i/ 1 "To all the faithful who are fighting for God,
the burnmg lips; nay, even the be-

the Prophet, and their servant, Mohammed Achmet

loved cigarette is forbidden, for the Shemseddin.

Arab ' drinks ' his tobacco smoke. " How are you faithful, when you are again mur-

_ , , -11 IT muring because you are prevented from making pil-

Only such as are sick, travelling, or on
^^-^^.^^^^ to Mecca by the continuance of the war ?

the field of battle, are exempt from Do you not know that killing an infidel is more agree-

this ordinance, and then only on con- able to God tlian offering prayers for a thousand

,
.

, . , 1 , . 1 ,1 i 1 p / p months ? Do you not know that, not only from
dltion that they take the first favour-

^^^^,^^ ^,^^ ^^^^j^^^ ^^ cities, but also from every

able OpjDOrtunity of repairing the field of battle, a path leads to Paradise ?

omission " " ^^^' ^^ faithful ! 1 assure you that if you die in

^ ., ,
., , c -ji •

i the morning, fighting against the infidels, you will,

So it was at the close of this stern
even ere it is noon, b^ with the Prophet in Paradise.

month of fasting and penance that the There silken robes of green will clothe you, and

Mahdi promised and threatened to come S^^^^^ bracelets adorn you. Ton will repose by

. , „ . the banks of cool rivers, and sip refreshing drinks,

swooping down on Cairo.
^^^.^^ ^.^^^ ever-youtliful houris, each briglit as the

Improving on the ten command- moon, will smile upon you."
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The Ackhar, ere long, publislied another

circular addressed by the Mahdi to his

emirs, in which he said that the con-

quest of Egypt was far from being his

sole object ; and that he would never

rest until all the states and provinces

of Northern Africa, including Tunis

and Algiers, were liberated from the

Christian yoke, and restored, as of old,

to the entire and exclusive dominion

of Islam.

It was now decided that we should

hold the province of Dongola as far as

Akasheh. The railway between that

place and "Wad}- Haifa was to be

completed about the 15th of July,

and after that date a detachment of

British troops was to occup}^ the former

place.

Concerning the intended mission ot

Sir Henry Drummond Wolff, which

was ere long to assume so much im-

portance, " A Twenty Years' Eesident

in Egyj)t," now wrote a remarkable

letter, as follows, to the Times :
—

" For the past three years English-

men in Egypt, without distinction of

party, have been crying out against

the Liberal Government of King Log.

It appears to me the^^ are likely to

have still greater cause for complaint

against the Government of King- Stork.
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Of all appointments, it would
be difficult to suggest one

more fraught with danger to

the interests of Egypt than

that of Sir H. Drummond
Wolff. Lord Roseber}^ in his

clever speech at Edinburgli,

has already done good service

by calling attention to this

appointment. . . . Sir H.
D. Wolff is intimately asso-

ciated with Lord Randolph

Churchill, and it is hardly

denied that his mission is

likely to be hostile to the

present Khedive, wdiom Lord

Randolph has charged with

perjury and murder. It is

not necessary to clear the

Khedive from such charges,

which probably the Secretary

for India regrets ; but I can-

not avoid asking the British

Government to hesitate before

it adds the betrayal of Tewfik

to the betrayal of Gordon in

the history of our intervention

in Egypt. The real charges

against Tewfik Pasha are weak-

ness and indecision in his

government of Egypt. The

charge, therefore, against

Tewfik resolves it.self into

this : that he has loyally fol-

lowed the counsels of the

British Government. I have

followed the events in Egypt,

during the last five years,

with the advantage of intimate

knowledg-e of the Khedive and

of the British representatives,
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and I assort, witlioiit ft^ar of contra-

diction, tliat in no sin^-lc instance lias

the fornuT acted cxcc|>t nndcr the

direct advice of the latter.

" ]>v so actioir he has ineuned innch

unpopularity among his own suhjects

and co-reliirionists. AVe have snh-

jected him to the taunts of ' English-

man.' ' Christian.' and now we are

readv to throw him over. Is 'J\>wlik

to be sacriHced ? Let him go, l)ut

mark the result. What has been the

one cardinal fault in our administra-

tion in Egypt ? The absence of

stability and continuity. We have

had one policy for ^londay, another

for Tuesday, and a third for W^ednes-

da}'. We supported Clitford Lloyd

one day and abandoned him the next.

The prevailing idea in Kg3'pt has been

that the support of Britain's rule means

desertion by England." Tewfik, he

concludes, " has loyally—not too loy-

ally—sacrificed his own opinion to the

instructions which he has received.

Had his own advice been followed, the

condition of Egypt would have been

totally ditlerent to what it is to-day,

and no man living is better fitted to

carry out the only policy which can

be successfully adopted in Egypt—the

absolute assumption of all the respon-

sibilities of government."

Under date 5th July, we read that the

Austrian press still continued to com-

ment upon Sir H. Drummond Wolff's

mission to Egypt, and, almost without

exception, in unfavourable terms. Even

those papers which had most opposed

the Gladstone Government looked upon

this appointment as a mistake.

As every item regarding the fall ol

Khartoum is ol" inter(>st, we may hei'e

gi\'e sonu' information that was j)ub-

lished at Cairo as given by two ol

Gordon's soldiers, dated (ith of .1 une :

—

" StnfciMcni l)y Sorprniit llir.iliiin el Kndi. wIid

liatl hciMi ill tlio Soudiin for llirct' ycnrs witli llii'

jX.'irrisoii of Kliartouiii under Ifjissiiii Boy •'! iiiili-

nass.iw y.

"All tlic ln)()[)s in Kliarinuiii were (lislriliutcd

aloiifjf iho forlilication.s. and ceased not to liglit

afrainsf tlio oiuMuy day and nisj^lit.

" Till" food of tlif trooj)s ronsislcd ]iriiici[)ally of

biscuit; aud. as otlicr provisions fail rd on account

of tlie siege, gum was calcn and tlic [)itli of llie date

trees. Tlie oflicers' horses were eaten, and a soldier

was thought clever if he could get hold uf a inece

of meat.

" "When the soldiers of the Mahdi knew tliere

were no provisions in Khartoum, they at lacked tlie

town at dawn, liaving crossed from Omdnrman
during the night. They killed freidy and pillaged

the goods of the merchants. At the end of three

days the town was in ruins ; the men, including the

old and sick, were killed, but tlie women were saved

alive.

"About fifty soldiers wlio had not been killed,

including the sergeant who relates this, were

brought before the Mahdi, who ordered them to be

stripped naked and let go.

" Tlie soldiers of the Mahdi killed Gordon Pasha

on the first day they arriA^ed in Khartoum. They

called on him to submit and become a Mussulman,

but he refused, and was killed by a blow of a sword,

after lie had killed ten of those who attacked liim."

(It is notable that this is another

version of Gordon's death, and that

Sergeant Ibrahim makes no allusion to

the alleged treachery of Farag Pasha,

though his comrade does.)

" Ibrahim Bey Fawzig, Hassan Bey el Bahnas-

sawy, and the doctor Abdoo Effendi, are still alive.

" The Mahdi is a man about forty-five years of

age, with an affable countenance. He wears a robe

of dark-coloured cotton, and sandals. His prestige

and influence with his army are very great.

" The narrator and some other soldiers walked to

Berber, begging for food on the way. Berber was

in ruins and governed hj the Emir !Mohammed el
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Klieir, who li.-vd two steamers. Tlie sergcaut con-

tiuiiecl his jouruey on foot as far as Assouan from

wlience he was sent to Cairo.

" Cairo, June 6th, 1885."

" Statement by Sergeant Ahmed Mohammed
Saleh, wlio was attached to the troops that gar-

risoned the palace of Gordon Paslia.

" Khartoum was in a critical state for want of

food for some time before it was captured. An
ardeb of maize cost a thousand dollars ; an oke of

lentils thirty francs ; an oke of rice ten francs.

" The Malidi ordered Walad el Neghourry, with

twenty-fiA^e thousand men, to fill up the ditch of the

fortifications and make the ground level. This was

done with the knowledge and connivance of several

of Gordon's officers, such as Farag Pasha, Ahmed
Bey Ali Galleb, and Hassan Bey el Bahnassawy.

" After the ditch had been levelled during the

night, the rebels rushed in at dawn and killed every

one they met. They attacked the palace of Gordon

Pasha, and killed him, after he had killed ten of

them. They cut off hi.i head and sent it to the

Mahdi. The massacre was continued, and the

soldiers of the Mahdi pillaged everything.

" When the steamers with the British soldiers

arrived at Khartoum the army of the Mahdi kept

up a heavy fire upon them, and made them go back.

" The coming of the steamers was made known
beforehand to the rebels by the Arabs, who told

them daily of all that happened in the north.

" The fortifications of Khartoum were very strong,

and the entire garrison was about eighteen thousand

men. Without treachery the enemy could never

have got in. Once masters of the iovnx the rebels

killed the greater part of the soldiers. Farag Pasha

and Ahmed Bey Ali Galleb were also killed, but

Hassan Bey el Bahnassawy was sent to the Mahdi.
" The women were sold as slaves, the most beauti-

ful being kept for the Mahdi himself. All that

hapi^ens in Egypt is made known to the rebels l)y

letters which are sent from there.

" The sergeant heard that the Emir Nur Anga
had been sent by the Malidi wdth 25,000 men to

Kordofan, against those who were in rebellion, and

that another, Walad el Negoum, y\\i\\ 15,000, had

been ordered to Dongola, but had not started.

" It was said that 20,000 (?) people wei-e killed in

Khartoum, many of whom remain unburied.

" Slaten Bey was a prisoner with the Mahdi, and
kept in chains. There were fifteen otlier Europeans
with the Mahdi at Omdurman, who were dervishes

(Christian religious).

" The sergeant remained for two mouths with

Hussein Pasha Khalifa, after which ho escaped to

Egypt, and arrived at Assouan on tlie 27tli of April.

He heard that the British soldiers had killed in aU
about 25,000.

"Cairo, June 6th, 1885."

Early in the next month the Aclcbar

reported that the chief of the Kabba-

bish tribe, hitherto the most trusted of

our " Friendly " Arabs, had been fain,

in his desertion by us, to send a mission

to the Mahdi, offering to conclude a

treaty of peace and amity with him.

It was also reported that the famine in

Kordofan was assuming terrible pro-

portions, and that the scarcity of food

at Khartoum was great ; but there

was no advance as yet on Dongola.

Writing under date June 12th, the

military correspondent of the Daily

News, with reference to the refugees,

gives us a curious picture of that city

as deserted. He said, that were any one

unacquainted with the fact of the

desertion of Dongola to enter the town

now, he would be under the impres-

sion that the inhabitants had been just

warned of the approach of some most

ruthless enemy, from whom they were

flying with all speed. As he wandered

through the deserted streets, where it

was a most risky thing for him to

linger, he could see open boxes and

shattered bales, with scattered garments

of all kinds thrown about ; the half-

starved animals, on whose backs they

had been packed, having been unable

to travel away with them. Doors

everywhere stood open, some torn from

their hinges, and if he entered the silent

houses he would see rooms, once com-

fortably furnished, now with the mat-
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covered oarthern lloors strowod witli

evorv conceivable kind of nd)l)i>li.

!a^( meal, the least oi" the L*assovor,

eaten in hot haste, with staff in hand,

broken jars, of beantiful and elassieal and loins Ljirded for the long jonrno}'

diapes, made from the red clay of the

Nile, old ]iots, ennninglv made by the

to the land of the Pharaohs. " Pro-

ccN'dinLT onward through the windin(r

ARAB DONKEY-BOY.

bazaar tinsmiths from old preserved

meat tins, and avgerihs, the Soudanese

term for bedsteads, constructed of

wood, with cowhide cut in strips.

There, too, were painted plates,

stuck perpecdicularl}^ in the mud walls

by way of ornament, and jDretty little

scarlet-headed birds, common to Don-

gola, seeking for the crumbs of the

alleys the stranger comes to a large

door, blue painted, and even boasting

a biass knocker of quaint device. In

front of it are camels, some heavily

laden with gaily-painted boxes, some

saddled with ladies' chairs, sedan-shape,

some with bedsteads transversely

placed, and resting on the flank of a

huge box, and others with odd-looking
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trunks containing tlie houseliold goods, happy home? And those cries, plaintive

The door is only partially open, but and wild, are the lamentations of early

men are seen hurrying and bustling associations of much that gladdened

about, while the wailing of women is their life."

SUGAR CAXE HARVEST IN rPPER EGYPT.

heard, and now and then that piteous

shriek of grief peculiar to Oriental

ladies in distress. The family circle is

breaking up ; the female portion of it

are weeping as in ecstacies of grief,

for are they not leaving, and for ever,

what has been to them for years a

119

In the market-place, under the far-

stretching branches of the ancient

sycamore trees, were crowds of wild-

looking women, scantily clothed, but

with their jetty tresses carefully plaited

and oiled, selling all sorts of articles,

which they had collected when the
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exodus commonci'il — looking-glasses, tumcs. As man}' of tlu> nashi-Razouks

tumblers, plates, anJ rubbish of (»very are of Hellenic origin, this is a case of

kind. All over this strange market- Greek meeting (J reek."

plaee, in a whole mob of eonfusion, ^rhough thousands ujion thousands

were barterers and buyers of broken- had iK'd from Dongola, the ba/aar still

down donkeys, mangy ponies, and seemed ehoked. ISTany of the Greeks

diseased camels, all living skeletons, looked wear}^ and broken-hearted, offer-

and ahuost /// artlculn mortis, and ing their goods at reduced prices prior

dealers in damaged sugar, putrid meat, to flight. The poorer cLasses of Egyp-

^c, condemned even by the British tian merchants, squatted on their

commissariat, and abandoned by it. haunches, strove to dispose of dam-

The gates of the bazaar which the sol- aged paper, cases of salmon and lobster,

diers of our Guards were wont to call, sardines, pots of jam, scarfs, crockery,

laughingly, the "Burlington Arcade," matches, the last relics of their stores,

were close by. There the wealthier Don- all at nominal prices, for it was their

golese merchants were wont to exhibit last chance, as they had to fly in turn

their goods, but all were vanished now

;

if the}^ did not desire death at the

the merchants were gone, and the hands of the coming race, or on the

goods had been sold at a fiftieth part day signified by the Intelligence De-

of their value ; near at hand, under partment.

some dwarf pillars, was the police A jabbering mob looked on, but

zaptieh ; but there no longer was a none bought anything save some sol-

culprit prostrate on his face, and diers of the rear-guard. Higher up

3^elling under the strokes of the kour- some Greeks, whose occupation seemed

bash. Here were some dirtj^-looking gone, were collected in a filthy cafe,

Egyptian soldiers, there some hook- gambling, quarrelling, and drinking

nosed Greeks, with drawn knives, masiick ; and the visitor, now come

squabbling over plunder picked up. to the end of the uncovered bazaar,

"What is this ?" asks the correspon- and, reaching the "grand" one, for-

dent. "A Greek has accused another merly devoted alone to the dealers in

of having obtained from him £150 worth cottons and silks, would find it aban-

of stores. The other cannot bring it doned and the stalls blocked by de-

to his recollection, and suggests to the serted and overthrown wardrobes,

first that he must be mistaken. Where- The adjacent mosque was swept

upon Greek the first attacks him with clean for the expected new-comers

—

a long knife, but runs against some the men of the Mahdi.

half-drunk Bashi-Bazouks, who knock In the Christian or Coj)tic quarter,

him down and whip out tlieir knives, the mud-built church, whose outer

which they still carry, though they gates were a short time nailed up by

have been disarmed. Tableau—a free the then vacillating Mudir of Dongola,

fight Avith knives in picturesque cos- were throw^n open by his new Vakeel.
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A few women in black cloaks and miles farther up the Nile than Wady
some fewer men were seen to go in for Haifa, and, as the railway would be

the last time to worship and pray for opened for traffic to the former point

protection through the long and toil- within three weeks, there would be a

some journey that la}' before them to sujDcrfluity of cant in abandoning it.

penury, toil, and starvation. " Outside If the Grovernment were content to

are their camels, with huge burdens limit their ambition, so far as the

piled on their backs, kneeling, sounding southern frontier of the Khedive's

their tremulous and guttural half-growl, dominions was concerned, to keeping

half-roar. Poor beasts ! they look as the British outposts at the farthest

if they could not last a day's journey, points to which the railway extends,

There, too, stand their ouly friends, they would provide with the least pos-

the donkeys, the picture of patience, sible amount of risk for the gradual

saddled for the road, awaiting their development of Egyptian influence in

masters and mistresses. On through the Nile valley.

the narrow winding lanes and thorough- On the 30th June the Monassir tribe

fares all is silence, except when a dog made a fierce raid on Old Dongola, and

howls at a deserted portal, or a small carried off more than a hundred camels,

group of disconsolates sit weepmg At this crisis there arrived at Doj.-

and moaning, wringing their hands, gola a messenger from Kassala, the

awaiting the member of the family gallant commander of which, we have

who has gone for the one camel allowed said, served under Marshal Bazaine in

by Government." Mexico till the embarkation of the

At this period the Daily Tdegraph latter at Vera Cruz in March, 1867.

stated that no decision had been arrived This messenger, whose narrative was

at by the Ministry in regard to the rather picturesque, had undergone an

occupation of the province of Dongola, infinity of toil, much peril, and been

and that the abandonment of it had no less than five months on his journey

been condemned by the highest mill- from Kassala to Dongola. Said Osman

tary authorities at Cairo ; and the had given him a note to General Gor-

Times, commenting on the Egyptian don, of whose fate he (the bearer) was

policy of the Government, said :—The till then ignorant. This he concealed

announcement that Akasheh, in the in the saddle of his camel. He had

province of Dongola, is to be retained three other letters—one to Massauhed,

as the provisional frontier and gar- one to Mohammed Achmet, the Mahdi,

risoned by a body of British troops is and a third to the Mudir of Dongola.

not in its immediate effect a material Pretending that he was going to the

departure from the principle that the Mahdi, he showed his missive addi-essed

Egyptian dominions should not be to him, and thus got through the

allowed to extend to the south of blockading force unmolested. The

Wady Haifa. Akasheh is not many Arabs, he stated, mustered then from
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to tell tlioiisaml

stroiiLC ; tluTt' was iii;-ht-

iiiij^ every dav, and every

day iniiul)ers of them

were killed. The iiics-

senirer was disLruiscd as

a camel driver, and

everywhere gave him-

self out as a Mahdist.

Little food sufficed him
;

for ten consecutive days

he had nothing to live

on but dates.

He had to avoid the

villages, was always

alone, and thus found

the journey alike weary

and dreary, as he slept

by night in wild and

lonely places ; but he

was determined to reach

Gordon and seek assist-

ance for Kassala, as he

never doubted that by

that time the British

relieving column would

be in Khartoum.

At M-etemneh he heard

that Khartoum had fal-

len, and he was then

made prisoner by Wadna
Juma, who believed that

his mission to the Mahdi

was all a pretence, but

did not kill him, as he

was uncertain as to the

truth or falsehood of his

story; so Wadna Juma

wrote to the Mahdi on

the subject, ordering tie

prisoner to be well
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watched. However, lie managed to on him. Off! off we went at a gallop-

escape. His camel, he said, was a fine ing pace. They fired shots after us,

AliVSSINIAN HOKSE-SOLDI£R.

animal {quies kateer—is very good), but failed to hit. Well done, my
"He knew me well and I knew him camel," he continued, " for he did not

well ; I saw him feeding, and I sprang like the camels he was with. I gave
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him a sii-ii before inountin*'' aiul he

knew it welh He cared not Idr tlie

food he was irettiiiij:. Oil" I oil' to the

desert went he. and towards the settiiii^

sun. AMio so lleet as to eatch us ?

They i)ursued for niik^s ; but 1 hiu«^hed

at them as we dashed the yellow

pebbles aside. ' If it so pleases Allah,'

I cried, ' you will see my fiice no more,

not one of you.' On, on, rapid strides

into the night. I came to Abu Klea,

the wells where the battle was. We
passed the skeletons grinning up at the

moon, for it had now risen high. I

stopped for water—no one was near

;

I was alone in the desert, and free

from m}" enemies, thanks to my good

camel.

According to the military correspon-

dent of the Daily News, who took his

narrative at Dongola, it would appear

that at Handak and other places tlie

people seemed afraid of this wandering

Arab, though some admitted to him

that the}' wished for the presence of

our troops, as many emissaries of the

Mahdi had come there and threatened

them with condign punishment for

having supplied the British with food.

" Alas !
" said the}^, " we are a people

to be pitied ; we were robbed by the

dervishes before, and by the Bashi-

Bazouks after we had driven the

dervishes away ; and now, behold, we

shall suffer a third time, for we have

helped the British and they have left

us to our fate. "We are in great dread.

Happy would it have been for the

fertile valleys and plains wdiere the

dhurra weaves and the palm trees cast

their shadows on the banks of the

XUe, where the Haggara, the llassa-

niyeh, and the Slnigiyeh tribes watered

their lh)cks and lierds in peace until

lately, il" the Ih'ilish had restored peace.

Now what will ]ia])[)en? There will

be endless fighting, bloodshed, and

rapine, tribe warring against tribe, and

sheikh against sheikh. Xo one can

foresee what will be the end."

By the .Ond of July hopes were

entertained that Kassala would hold

out till relieved by King John of

Abyssinia, as the garrison had lately

obtained provisions and other supplies

;

and the Mubashir reported that the

King had declared his readiness to

advance if Britain, Italy, and France

would guarantee his present posses-

sions and consent to his annexing the

whole of the Bed Sea coast south of

Suakim, including the town of Kassala

itself.

By the 15th came other tidings

that the garrison was reduced to the

last extremity, though holding out in

the hope of relief, not from the British,

but the Abyssinians. The enemy had

made one most furious Mtack, but had

been repulsed after hard fighting ; and

word had been sent to the Abyssinian

general, Bas Aloola, that, if he suc-

ceeded in relieving the garrison, he

would receive a hundred thousand

pounds, together with a great store

of arms and ammunition.

Major Chermside telegraphed to

Cairo that in the last attack, made

on the 15th and IGtli of June, in

achieving the repulse the garrison slew

3j000 of the Mahdists and captured

1,000 oxen, 1,000 sheep, and 700 rifles.
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On July the 27tli tlie state of Kas- collect all tlie information he possibly

sala and probable fate of it was brought can concerning the death of Olivier

before the House of Commons by Sir Pain." But it was considered remark-

William Barttelot, who made some able that not one Republican paper had

inquiries of the Under Secretary of the courage to comment individually

State for Foreign Aifairs, who replied on the proposed action of the Press

that he could not announce what steps Association and the contemplated

Her Majesty's Government were taking " funeral solemnity."

with a view to the safe withdrawal of The announcement that the new

the grarrison of Kassala. British Government meant to re-

Sir William Barttelot next inquired occupy Dongola, or rather, a portion

whether they were taking any steps of it at Akasheh, gave considerable

at all, and was answered in the affir- satisfaction on the Continent in some

mative. But the matter dropped, and quarters. Austrian critics spoke of

Kassala was left to its fate. the measure as a step in the right

On the 22nd Sheikh Idriss, at Cairo, direction, and one imperatively die-

had reported that the garrison might tated by a due regard for Egypt, for

hold out for two months. the safety of which Great Britain had

Early in the month it was announced now rendered herself responsible. And
that, besides having resolved to raise a the favourable impression which the

civil action in the London Law Courts news was calculated to produce, did

against Colonel Smith and Lord Wolse- not fail to increase the goodwill of

ley, for having put a price on the Germany and Austria towards the new

head of Olivier Pain, the French Cabinet. By their refusal to allow the

journalists, to make capital out of a lead to France in the Suez Canal

myth, had decided that a grand funeral question, the two Allied Empires had

solemnity should be organised and alreadj^ evinced their friendliness to

celebrated in one of the largest halls the British Government,

in Paris. The Bureau of the Repub- Upon that subject M. de Freycinet

lican Press Association did not fail to had addressed a circular letter to the

let M. de Freycinet know what they Powers before the new Cabinet was

proposed to do ; but it was believed formed ; and, after the accession of the

that the Minister for Foreign Affairs Government to office, the French

regarded the action taken in the Premier wished to bring pressure to

matter as fantastic and ridiculous, and bear on Britain by the same methods

was disinclined to be dragged into it. that were employed when Lord Gran-

The Temps of 2nd July contained, ville was in the Foreign Office. But

however, the following note:—"The now the two German Powers made

Minister for Foreign Affiiirs has their influence felt, and gave France to

addressed a telegram to M. Taillandier, understand that, in their view, the

our agent at Cairo, requesting him to question was by no means so pressing
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NATIVE OF ASSOUAN.

as she had attempted to make out, and Mmistry time to make up their minds

that, at all events, it would only be as to the policy they would think it

right and decent to leave the new proper to pursue with regard to Egypt.
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To stir up the Suez question at a

moment when the Ministerial crisis

was barely over, would, in the opinion

of Austria and Germany, have been a

decided mark of ill-w411, and, at the

enough to meet the French Cabinet

with friendly overtures.

As a proof that the Italians meant

to take a firm footing in Egypt, a

delegate, Signor Stefanoni, arrived at

AKA« EATIXG-HOVSE IX CAIUO.

same time, so unfair, that none of the

Powers could be expected to follow

France in such a course. Upon this

distinct intimation, M. de Freycinet

deemed it prudent to let the matter

drop ; and he did so the more readily

as Lord Salisbury was well advised

120

Cairo to negotiate with the Egyptian

Government, and induce it to hand

over the entire custom-house at Mas-

sowah to Italy. The difficulty of

granting this was that all the customs

receipts, including those of Massowah,

were pledged to the unified debt.
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About July the Ttli it wiis reported arrival at Oindunuaii ilic INTahdi cni-

and confirmed in Cairo that Hussein braced and kissed liim, and afterwards

Pasha Khalifti, a previous governor of presented him witli liv(> thousand

In'rber, was on his way to the former thalleries and a nia^-nificent dagger,

city, charged with letters from the end)ossed with silver, a gift to the

^lahdi to the Khedive, hut had been IMahdi from his admirers in Cairo,

detained for several days at Korosko. AVhen the messenger wdio l)rought

The object of his mission was not this news left Omdurman, tlie JNlahdi

distinctly known ; but, as a pretext to had in camp (),()()() men and 800

get away from Berber, he promised to camels. Half the troo])s were clothed

distribute among the Abbade Bedouins w-itli a shirt and girdle only, as all

a proclamation, as a prelude to the articles of dress were extremely scarce,

invasion of Upper Egj'pt by the Mahdi The Mahdi himself usually appeared in

and his followers. a wdiite camise, or coat, and trousers,

Intelligence received by the Acl-har, his feet being cased in costly sandals

from Suakim, at this time, stated that embroidered with gold,

the Mahdi was at Omdurman, and In the first days of July rumours

busily engaged in increasing his army were rife concerning the co-operation of

for this purpose, but that in his efforts Turkey in the affairs of the Soudan,

to carry out this bold design he was and semi-official advices from London,

meeting with great difficulties, as the in the Vienna papers, stated that Lord

Soudanese were sick of a profitless Salisbur}' w^as about to open negotia-

war. They were suffering from want tions with the Sultan, with a view to

of food, as onh- half the soil usually carry out General Gordon's idea in

cultivated had been sow^n in the pre- these matters ; and, according to the

ceding winter, owing to the unsettled Daily Chronicle, positive assurances had

state of the countr3^ The exportation been received to the effect that the

of grain had totally ceased, and what- British Government had decided, in

ever money was in the treasury of the spite of the protests of Lord Wolseley,

False Prophet was sent out of the Sir Evelyn Baring, and Nubar Pasha,

Soudan for the purchase of arms and that the defensive frontier of Egyj^t

ammunition, in Tripoli and Ben- should be at Wady Haifa. The

gazi, on the east coast of the Gulf Poliiische Corresnondenz went the length

of Sidra. of stating that the British Government

This paper also reported the arrival had consented to forego the payment

of Osman Digna at Omdurman, to of outstanding interest on the Suez

congratulate the Mahdi on the conquest Canal shares which it held, and

of Khartoum. The latter sent out had furthermore advised the Egyptian

four emirs and a hundred and fifty Government, through Nnbar Pasha, to

finely- appointed horsemen to meet him withhold payment also of very con-

half way at Kerreri. On the visitor's siderable debts, so as to enable the
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official salaries for June to be paid, extended the limits of his kingdom

But no resolution on the military still fiirther by the conquest of the

situation in Egypt or the Soudan was Negro States near the White Nile, and

to be taken until the arrival of Lord of Darfour, in the heart of Africa, till

Wolseley in London. then an impenetrable region, and the

Concerning Nubar Pasha, whose extent of his frontier was not reduced

name we have so frequently mentioned, even by the unfortunate issue of the

Ebers says that the success of the ex- last Abyssinian war. Not even the

Khedive Ismail in carrying out his most prejudiced adversary," continues

mostimportant reforms was—in addition Dr. Ebers, "can refuse the ex-Khedive

to his own restless industry—due to (Ismail) the title of ' Increaser of the

the zeal and talent of that distinguished Kingdom,' and no one can venture to

Egyptian statesman. Nubar Pasha it grudge him the fame he well earned by

was who also brought to a happy his liberal concessions and grants to

termination those transactions with the those European servants who made his

Porte, which secured to the Khedive country their study, and by the intelli-

and his family the perpetual right of gent care he bestowed on the monu-

succession to the eldest son, besides the ments of antiquity, which had so long

privileges of coining money, of rais- been abandoned to ruin and neglect."

ing loans, of concluding treaties, and And in all these works he was ably

of maintaining an army of some seconded by Nubar Pasha.

30,000 men. This firman procured by At the same time that the reports of

Nubar cost the ruler of Egypt untold Turkish co-operation (which never came

millions, and laid him under an obli- to anything) were in circulation, there

gation to pay to the Porte an annual were others current of a disturbing

tribute of 133,635 ]3urses, or about nature to the Khedivial family, raised

£700,000 sterling; and it was not by the adherents of the ex-Khedive and

bought too dearly, for it was not until Prince Halim, as to the intentions of

then that the cherished plans of the the British Government with regard to

deceased Mehemet Ali, which had failed Egypt. " The international gang of

again and again, through the opposition speculators, and those helpers of the

of the European Powers, were carried press who have linked themselves to-

out, " and the throne of Egypt was gether iigainst the present rulers of

secured to the family of the Khedive, Egypt," says a correspondent of the

who increased his now independent Standard of 4tli July, 1885, "are

territory by taking possession of the engaged in various intrigues to get

Somali coast, which is bathed by the Ismail restored to the Khediviate, or

Indian Ocean, and rich in almost every to suj)plant Tewfik by Prince Halim.

kind of produce, and by acquiring the Their latest stratagem is to represent

kingdom of Harar and the Abyssinian the Cabinet as favourable to these

provinces of Bogar and Gallabat. He schemes. Such representations, which
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, \i:^^M

»^

A^^'a^

o
o

H
S
E-

K
J)

t

X

are persi.stontly ui'lj^ihI in the various

organs at the disposal of this clique in

Lt>ndon, are calculated to do the Cabinet

harm in the eyes of Continental authori-

tii's, unless authentically exposed as

l)a"seless fabrications. With regard to

i*rince Bismarck, there is not a word

of truth in the rumour that he has

recommended the appointment of Prince

Halim or the restoration of Ismail, the

prince whom he was most active to

assist in deposing. All reports as to the

German Chancellor having repented of

his action with regard to Ismail, are

inventions emanating from the same

source as the canards respecting the

views of the Conservative Cabinet."

And here a brief outline of the

Tewfik Pasha dynasty may not be

out of place.

It was as a subaltern in the Turkish

army sent against the French in 1802

that the man first trod Egyptian soil,

who, by his unhesitating energy and

statesman-like talents, was destined to

effect a revolution in the position of

affairs in the Nile valley.

Mehemet, or Mohammed AH Pasha

(of whom we gave a portrait in Vol. I.,

page 17), was a native of Kavala,

a town of ancient Macedonia, not far

from the shores of the Grecian Archi-

pelago, where his father, Ibrahim

Aga, was head of the police. Born

in 1769, he was a hero and a victor,

who, but for the intervention of the

European Powers, would have won,

not only Egypt, but the throne of

Turkey. Few know all he did for

the internal development of the former,

or understand that the country owes
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to him that impetus towards innova- chlost son of MoheiiR't AH—succeeded

tioii which has proved a bh^ssing to the his uncle, Said i*asha, on January LSth,

present, and on which rest all Egypt's l^d.'i. The succession was made herc-

hopes in the future'. To him Alexandria ditary in tlu' direct line, \)y linnan, the

owes the renewal of its splendour, title of Khedi\-e (a Turkish word ibr

and it is with good reason that his Viceroy) was conferred upon him in

equestrian statue now decorates the June, 1807, and the complete auto-

linest piazza, named after him, of the nom^- conceded, while the right of

beautifully-built Frank quarter. unlimited augmentation of the army

In IS41 he was granted, by lirman, and navy, &c., was further ratified by

the hereditary Pashalik of Egypt, but firman on the :29th September, 1872.

ranking as a Vizier of the Ottoman His children were, according to

Empire. He died at Alexandria in McCoan's " Egypt " :

—

1849. He had sixteen children; of 1. The Princess Tavvfideh, born in

these only five, three sons and two 1850, married in 18G8 to Mansour

daughters, were surviving about 1850, Pasha, son of the late Achmet Pasha,

viz.. Said Pasha, Admiral of the and nephew^ of Mehemet Ali.

Egyptian Fleet, born in 1818 ; Halim .^. Prince Mehemet Tewfik Pasha,

Bey, born in IS26 ; Mehemet Ali Bey, his heir apparent, born in 1852, married

born in 1833; Xazleh Hanum, born in in January, 1873, Emineh Khanum,

1797, widow of the Defterdar Moliam- daughter of the late Il-Hawi Pasha,

medBey; Zeinab Hanum, born in 1824, by whom he has a son, Abbas Bey,

and married in 1845 to Kiamil Pasha, born July 14th, 1874.

Halim Bey was four years in Paris, 3. Prince Hussein Kiamil Pasha,

where he received a liberal education. born in 1852, married in January,

Mehemet All's second son (after 1873, Ain-el-Haat, daughter of the

Ibrahim Pasha, who commanded in late Achmet Pasha, by whom he has a

Syria) was Tusoun Pasha, born at son, Kemal-ed-dyn Bey, bornin Decem-

Kavala, who left an only son. Abbas ber, 1874.

Pasha, born in 1813, and for a time 4. Prince Hassan Pasha (whom we

Viceroy of Egypt. Tusoun died of have referred to elsewhere), born in

the plague in the camp at Damanhour 1853, married in 1873 Khadijah

in 1816. Mehemet Ali had also, at Khanum, daughter of the late Me-

Kavala, by the same wife, a third hemet Ali Pasha (who died in 1861),

son, Ismail Pasha, w^ho died in the by whom he has a son, Aziz Bey, born

Sennaarwar. Another son of Mehemet in 1873, and a daughter, Azizah

Ali, Hussein Be}^ born in 1825, died Khanum, born in 1875.

in 1847 at Paris, where he had been 5. Princess Fatima Khanum, born in

sent for his education. 1852, married in 1873 to the late

Ismail Pasha, G.C.B., born December Tusoun Pasha (son of Said), who died

-31st, 1830, son of Prince Ibrahim

—

in 1884.
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6. Prince Ibrahim Helmy Paslia,

born in 18G0.

7. Prince Mahmoucl Bey, born in

1863.

8. Prince Puad Bey, born in 18C7.

9. Princess Djemileb, born in 1869.

10. Princess Emineb, born in 1874.

11. Prince Djemal-ed-dy Bey, born

in 1875.

When Ismail Pasha was deposed for

alleged tyrannies, his son Tewfik was

made Kbedive in his stead ; but General

Grordon remained to the end a devoted

adherent and admirer of the former.

"Nothing," he wrote, "has so much

contributed to make the Mahdi's cause

popular, and his success possible, as the

weak administration, or pretence at ad-

ministration, which has gone on at

Cairo ever since Ismail was deposed.

With the Arabs nothing is so strong

as power. Nubar Pasha may succeed,

because he is capable of resisting the

intrisrues of Tewfik, which have

hitherto been fatal to every one of his

ministers. It was my knowledge of

Tewfik's weakness, and the certainty

I felt of his failure, which induced me
to throw up my command at Khartoum

four years before. When I heard tliat

my friend Ismail was no longer Khedive

of Egypt, I first determined to hold

the Soudan in his name against all

comers. How could I forsake one who

was ever loyal in the support he gave

me against the slave dealers ? I prayed

for guidance, and, as I would not incur

the mighty responsibility of a great

shedding of blood, I preferred to retire.

Nubar's dream is as old as Ismail's

time. He would rule Egypt at any

2:)rice as an Armenian regent. To
achieve this he would be ever lo3^al to

Britain. But this must not be allowed.

If Egypt is to have a ruler or regent

capable of maintaining a strong and

efficient government, Ismail must be

the man. He is the worst used man
in Europe. He was the best and most

capable ruler Egypt ever had, with all

his faults, and the calamities we are

now witnessing are the natural conse-

quences of the withdrawal of his

master-hand."

Sir Drummond Wolff's alleged hos-

tility to the Khedive Tewfik gave him,

on his nomination to his important

mission, a new interest in the eyes of

Ismail's adherents, who forgot that

Britain was bound, by every pledge that

could be considered binding, to support

Tewfik ; and the following were some

of the remarks made by one of the

most enlightened Pashas to the corres-

pondent of the Standard at Cairo.

He argued that it was of the highest

importance that " whatever Khedive

Egypt migbt have, he should be a man
having some interest in the country,

and possessed of sufficient intelligence

to enable that interest to bear fruit.

In spite of all that people might say

about a puppet Khedive, no one out-

side the ministerial world can under-

stand the immense weight attacliing to

the Khedivial name. The strongest

protectorate, or the most earnest minis-

ter, will always be paralysed unless the

co-operation of the Khedive can be

secured."

" My informant," adds the writer,.

" spoke cautiously, and evidently in-
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tended to iiiij)ly more llian In- (dwd io

speak openly."

On the .">id vi 'luly a number of

Osman l>igna's followers ])enetrati'(l

the lines at Suakini, havini^ i^ained

access by an outl^'ing garden, where

some roiigh traces of their presence

were found in the morning ; and on

the 5th it was announei'd that, after

l"uith<'r correspondence with Lord

WOlselev, the (M)vernnient had de-

cided to hoKl the line of railway as

fai-, at least, as Akashch. This post

turns the greater part of the cata-

racts, and is most useful for strate-

gical ]Mir])oses, as it enables an army
to l)e advanced into the Soudan at

any time.

THE PYRAMIDS AND SPHINX.
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